Dear Y11 Parents and Carers,

I would like to share with you our current support plans for Y11 Post 16 options at Bradfield. 
Personal Development lessons and assemblies
Our focus for Y11 during Personal Development lessons and assemblies this term is ‘Post 16 option choices’. We have been guiding the PUPILS through their options, the research process and will be completing their applications using the Sheffield Progress system later this term. They have all been given a personal log-in for Sheffield Progress. Course Opportunities
In Personal Development lessons and assemblies, our Year 11 students will be introduced to the Sheffield Progress website where they can use the research tool and will be able to view all available options. There is a ‘help and guidance for parents’ section on the website if you have specific questions about the application process. 
Sheffield Progress – guidance and key dates
The deadline for Sheffield Progress applications is usually the end of January. However, we have an internal deadline of Friday 16th January 2026 to enable applications to be checked by a member of staff before submission. The education guidelines for under 18’s are as follows:
· stay in full-time education, for example at a college or sixth form
· start an apprenticeship or traineeship
· spend 20 hours or more a week working or volunteering, while in part-time education or training
Open Evenings
The Post 16 providers - sixth form schools, colleges and apprenticeship providers are hosting their open evenings during October and November to allow the students and parents/carers to view their facilities, departments and meet the staff. Attached are the dates from each provider; we will update our school website and careers page with these events when they are shared with us.
Where to go for help and support
We are very fortunate to have our own Careers Adviser, Sarah Dempsey, who will be working with us in school full time. Sarah is a highly experienced independent careers adviser and a Senior Careers Adviser for South Yorkshire. All students will have at least one meeting with Sarah over the next term and the notes from this meeting will be shared with you via email. Sarah is also hosting after school help sessions for Sheffield Progress on Wednesdays after school from 22nd October in the library 3 – 4. She is happy to answer any questions you may have about the Post 16 options process - sdempsey@bradfield.sheffield.sch.uk
Careers Fair @ Bradfield School
We will also be holding a careers fair in the school hall on Wednesday 15th October 4 – 6 pm. This will be a further opportunity for Y11 students and Parents/Carers to speak to Post 16 providers about their personal choices and ask any specific questions they may have before applying.
Thank you for your support, please do not hesitate to get in touch with either Sarah or myself if you require further help.

Karen Carter - Assistant Headteacher
Student Personal Development kcarter@bradfield.sheffield.sch.uk
