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 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 
 

Spring 2 Summer 1 
 

Summer 2 

TOPIC 
 

Around Our School/ 
People who help us/ 

Autumn 
Being Helpful 

Transport/ 
Christmas/ 

Winter 
Old and new transport 

Festivals  
St Patricks Day 
St David’s Day 

Mothering Sunday 
Holi March 29th 

Chinese New Year 

Easter 
Our Wonderful World/ 

family life 
 

Under the Sea 
Beaches now and then 

Minibeasts/ farm 
animals 

Links to 
National 
Curriculum 
focus 

PSED 
Science (Seasonal 

Change) 
Geography around school 

History 
Christian Festival 

DT 

Cultural Capital 
R.E. 

Cultural Capital 
Geography 

History 
Science 

Science 

POSSIBLE TRIPS Acresfield Garden Bus trip to the park Visit to a Mandir in 
Ashton Under Lyne 
(Hindu place of 
worship).  

Possibility of another 
trip to Acresfield linked 
to new life/ spring.  

 Seaside trip  

Texts The Gigantic Turnip 
 

Naughty Bus 
The Train Ride 

 Let’s Celebrate Holi 
Ajanta Chakraborty 
and Vivek Kumar 
The Chinese New Year 

We’re Going an egg 
hunt  
Anna Hibiscus’ Song 
Splash Anna Hibiscus 

Billy’s Bucket 
Hoorah for fish 

Yucky Worms 
What the Ladybird 
heard 

Nursery 
Phonics 

Vocalising animal 
sounds Drawing on 
repeated refrain and 
patterning to re-read 
Words as tags – 
matching text and 
illustration Reading and 
following simple recipe 
cards 

Rhythm, rhyme and 
body percussion 
Singing transport 
action songs Exploring 
a range of voice and 
instrumental sounds 
Meaning through 
print style and 
photographs Writing 
then reading own 
books and role-play 
writing 

 Nursery rhymes from 
arounds the world. 

 
Instruemental sounds 
for festivals.  
Songs and rhymes 
about colour.  

Nursery rhymes: If You’re 
Happy and You Know it  
Rhythm and rhyme  
Family songs  
Instrumental sounds  
Personalised alphabet 
frieze  
Alliteration – names & 
places  
Reading familiar 
instructions written by 
children 

Alliteration using 
names Related songs 
about fish Words as 
tags – matching text 
and illustration Reading 
own writing 

Rhythm and Rhyme 
Spider songs Rhyming 
couplets Onset and 
rime Using supportive 
illustrations to predict 
Lifting print through 
performance reading 
Words as tags 
Vocalising animal 
sounds Singing farm 
songs Words as tags – 
maps Reading own 
mapmaking and role-
play writing outcomes 
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Additional 
Texts 

The Scarecrow’s 
wedding.  
Homemade book- 
People in Our School 
Leaf Man 
Tree 

Ten on the Bus 
Whatever Next 
Santa’s Special Letter 

Non- fiction Texts 
about Chinese New 
Year, Holi and other 
festivals.  

Handa’s Surprise 
Handa’s Hen 

Surprising Sharks 
 

Mad about mini 
beasts 
Aaaaaaagh Spider 
 

Communication 
and Language 
Listening and 
Attention 
Understanding 
Speaking 

 Golden Rules  

 Bradley Bear’s Diary. 

 Listening to conversations of interest; stories with increasing attention and recall; joining in with repetitive refrains; anticipates key events and 
phrases in rhymes and stories.  

 Showing understanding of prepositions; beginning to understand ‘why’ and ‘how’ questions.  

 Beginning to use more complex sentences to link thoughts; can retell a simple past event in correct order; using talk to connect ideas, 
explaining what is happening and anticipates what might happen next, recalling and reliving past experiences; questioning why things happen 
and giving explanations; using a range of tenses; using intonation, rhythm and phrasing to make the meaning clear to others. 

 use vocabulary focused on objects and people that are of particular importance to them; building up vocabulary that reflects the breadth of 
their experiences; using talk in pretending that objects stand for something else in play. 

 Listening attentively in a range of situations; to stories, accurately anticipating key events and responding to what they hear with relevant 
comments, questions or actions; giving their attention to what others say and responding appropriately, while engaged in another activity.  

 Answering ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions about their experiences and in response to stories or events.  

 Expressing themselves effectively, showing awareness of listeners’ needs; using past, present and future forms accurately when talking about 
events that have happened or are to happen in the future 

Physical 
Development 
Moving and 
Handling 
Health and Self 
Care 
 

Baking hedgehog bread 
Health and hygiene 
Toileting 
Eating Healthily 
Finding space in hall  
Moving in different 
ways. 
Investigate pushing and 
pulling.  
Use gardening tools 
that develop gross 
motor skills and 
strengthen finger 
muscles.  

Unwrapping, washing 
and rescuing naughty 
bus. 
Fixing and 
maintaining bikes and 
vehicles. 
Developing pedalling 
skills, avoiding 
obstacles.  
Obstacle course for 
buses.  
Bus wash.  
Construct a cityscape. 

Dance linked to 
various festivals.  
  

Weave Easter baskets. 
Pounding the Yam. 
Team games. 
Action and finger  
rhymes. 
Printmaking. 
African dancing.  
 

Investigating bicycles 
Catching fish and water 
play Action and finger 
rhymes Painting and 
sculpture Book Talk 

Movements like 
minibeasts. 
Malleable play linked 
to minibeasts.  
Spider actions 
Sweeping and dusting 
ceilings  
Spider web creation  
Finger rhymes 
Performance reading 
actions. 
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 Dance’s for Christmas 
production.  

PSED 
Self confidence 
and Self 
Awareness 
Managing 
feelings and 
Behaviour 
Making 
Relationships. 

Adapting to changes 
from home setting. 
Learning and adhering 
to school rules.  
Turn Taking.  

Circle time and 
assemblies- morals, 
values, enhanced with 
class dojo rewards.  

Circle time and 
assemblies- morals, 
values, enhanced with 
class dojo rewards. 
Knowledge of other 
cultures.  

Circle time and 
assemblies- morals, 
values, enhanced with 
class dojo rewards. 

Circle time and 
assemblies- morals, 
values, enhanced with 
class dojo rewards. 
 

Circle time and 
assemblies- morals, 
values, enhanced with 
class dojo rewards. 

Literacy 
(reading and 
Writing) 

Writing holiday news. 
Reading and writing 
about autumn.  
 

Labelling methods of 
transport 
Narrative about bus’ 
adventures. 
Christmas lists 
Bus’ speech and 
thought bubbles.  

Writing cards. 
Reading and writing 
recipes.  
Menus.  

Write a happiness song. 
Write instructions of 
how to pound yam.  

Fish descriptions. 
Imaginative writing- 
what is inside your 
bucket?   

Non- fiction book 
linked to minibeasts.  
Fact files.  
Map 

Nursery   Counting  sea creatures  

Reception 
Mathematics 
Number and 
Shape Space 
and Measure 

Numbers to 5 
Sorting into groups 
Comparing groups 
1 more/1 less 
Time- my day 

Number bonds to 5 
Numbers to 10 
Addition to 10 
2D and 3D shape 

Exploring patterns 
Counting on and back- adding and taking away. 
Numbers to 20. 
Numerical patterns- doubling, halving, sharing 
odds and evens. 
Length height and distance 
Weight and capacity.   
 

Understanding 
the World 
People and 
Communities 
The World 
Technology 

Autumn exploration 
Tasting harvested fruit 
and vegetables.  
Soup making.  
Tour of the school.  

Winter exploration 
How Christians 
celebrate Christmas. 
Transport through the 
ages- how has it 
changed over time?  

Locating China and 
India on the map.  
Finding out about 
different religions and 
cultures.  
Joining in with some 
traditions.  

Easter 
Mother’s Day 
Experiment- best 
conditions for growing.  
Timelapse videos. 
Finding Africa on the 
map and being involved 
in traditions.  

Exploration of under 
water creatures.  
Names and facts about 
fish, blue whales.  
Comparing seasides 
now and then.  

Investigate and 
research minibeasts 
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IT Chatterpix app- make 
leaf men come to life.  
 

Beebot- deliver 
presents to different 
houses.  
Take photographs of 
naughty bus.  

Using 2 paint to write 
animal names from 
CNY story, learning to 
using drawing tools 
and keyboard on ipad.  

  Symmetry pictures on 
2Simple 2 paint 

Expressive Arts 
and Design 
Exploring and 
Using Media 
and Materials 
Being 
Imaginative 

Using leaves to create 
transient art leaf men.  
Building Scarecrow.  
Leaf rubbings 
Clay models 
hedgehogs.   

Dramatise new scenes 
for the naughty bus.  

Exploration of colour. 
Re-enact Holi festival.  
Create instruments 
using junk modelling 
materials.  
Re-enact CNY story.  

Mask making 
Pattern exploration 
Print making.  

Shaving gel and shape 
punchers to add fish 
inside bag. (Link to 
counting) 
 
Wax resist technique.  

Minibeast models 
(variety of genres) 
 
 

 


