
Year 3 : RE      Why are festivals important to religious communities? Term : Autumn 2 

 

Key Information 

Christmas Christians celebrate  

Christmas each year 

to show their gratitude to 

God for what he did, to  

remember the birth of Jesus 

Christ by giving gifts,  

worshipping him and  

thinking of the poor and less 

fortunate.  

Diwali Diwali means “row of lights”, 

and celebrates the story of 

Rama and Sita's return home 

from 14 years of exile. It also 

marks the beginning of the 

Hindu New Year. The  

children will welcome lots of 

visitors and give and  

receive presents. During this  

festival, people decorate 

their homes with lights and 

oil lamps, called diyas. For 

many people, Diwali  

honours the Hindu  

goddess of wealth, Lakshmi. 

Eid-ul Fitr  Eid marks the end of a 

month of fasting from dawn 

to sunset, as well as spiritual 

reflection and prayer. Under 

usual  circumstances, the 

day starts with prayers and a 

big meal is usually the main 

event, but there's lots of  

other ways people  

celebrate too.  

Vocabulary 

Festival A festival is a  

gathering of  

people to  

celebrate  

something. It can also 

refer to a  

particular day or group 

of days when people 

in a country have a 

holiday so that they 

can  

celebrate  something.   

Traditions Traditions can be 

any combination of    

stories, beliefs, rituals 

and customs that your 

family maintains and 

passes on from one 

year to the next (and 

one generation to    

another)  

Eid-ul Fitr  Eid is a time when      

Muslims are               

celebrating the end of       

Ramadan (fasting).  

Diwali The word Diwali (or 

Deepavali as it's  

sometimes called) 

means “row of lights” 

in an Ancient  

language of India, 

called Sanskrit.  

Key Diagrams 

Christian symbols for Christmas 

Diwali symbols and celebrations 

Eid-ul Fitur  symbols and celebrations 


