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Curriculum Newsletter: Class 1 September-November

	English
	Maths
	Science
	Geography

	In English, children will be working in their Read Write Inc. groups to recap their Set 2 phonics sounds and begin learning their Set 3 sounds. Each day, they will take part in a Speed Sounds lesson, recapping familiar sounds, learning new sounds and practising reading and writing real and nonsense words. Children will then read a sound-matched book over five consecutive days, with comprehension questions to check their understanding.
Alongside phonics, children will take part in a daily whole-class writing lesson, focusing on remembering and writing sentences, developing accurate letter formation, and using capital letters and full stops correctly.
	In Maths, children will:
· Explore numbers 1–10, learning to count objects accurately and match one object to one number.
· Use ten frames (grids with ten spaces) to help them see and represent numbers.
· Practise writing numbers as both numerals (e.g. 7) and number words (e.g. seven).
· Compare numbers and use the language ‘greater than’ and ‘less than’ to describe which numbers are bigger or smaller.
· Explore different ways to make numbers, using number bonds – pairs of numbers that work together to make a larger number.
· Use part-whole models to show how numbers can be split into smaller parts and put back together.
· Explore different ways of adding numbers together to make 10, using practical resources and pictures to support their understanding.
· Begin to write their own addition questions, helping them to understand what addition means and how it can be represented.
	In Science, we will be learning about animals, including humans. We will identify and name a variety of animals, exploring how they are grouped and what they eat. We will also be exploring seasonal change by observing the environment around us as summer turns into autumn, noticing changes in the weather, plants, trees and daylight.
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	In Geography,  the children will be focusing on the topic ‘How does where I live help me be happy?’ Within this topic we will look at the different communities the children are part of, from their families to the school and wider community. 


Children will talk about their families and how all families and communities differ however they are all based on love, kindness and respect. 

[image: 94,800+ Love Home Stock Illustrations, Royalty-Free Vector Graphics & Clip  Art - iStock | Couple love home, Family love home, Love home icon]The children will take a walk around the village of Bramham to see what makes a village and a village community as well as having the opportunity to compare houses and homes in the UK to those in other countries. 



	Art: Vincent Van Gogh’s Starry Night
	P.E: 
Agility, Balance and Coordination 
	Computing: Typing Skills 
	PSHE: Myself and my feelings
	Music: Hear my Voice

	RE: Why are Festivals important in a community?

	[image: The Starry Night - Wikipedia]In Art, children will be inspired by Vincent van Gogh’s famous painting Starry Night. They will develop their drawing skills by exploring different types of lines and how lines can be used to create patterns. Children will also learn about the foreground and background of a picture and use these ideas to create their own Starry Night-inspired artwork.
	In PE, pupils will be developing their Agility, Balance and Coordination (ABC) through fun games, challenges and movement activities. These fundamental movement skills build confidence, improve fitness and provide the foundations for success in all sports and physical activities.
	In Computing, we will begin the year by developing the children’s confidence and independence when using technology. Children will learn to log on to laptops independently and develop their typing skills through a range of fun games, activities and challenges.
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	In PSHE we will focus’ on the children settling into their new class.  We will spend time learning about different types of feelings, how to manage these feelings and how we can show empathy and understanding towards others. The children will be exploring emotions in different ways including using The Colour Monster story and an introduction to the Zones of Regulation. 
	In Music, children will listen to and explore music from a range of different genres. They will develop their understanding of the difference between pulse (the steady beat) and rhythm (the pattern of sounds). Children will practise keeping a steady pulse using a range of percussion instruments and apply their skills to perform musical patterns using long and short sounds.
	[image: Diwali - Wikipedia]In this unit of work children will explore the festivals celebrated in a range of cultures and religions from Christianity to Hinduism and Buddhism. Children will get to share their knowledge and understanding of key festivals and develop their understanding of why key festivals are important in different religious communities. 


	Helping at Home
	Dates for the Diary and any other information

	Here are some helpful reminders of the resources you can access at home to support your child’s learning and key vocabulary that we would encourage you to explore with your child to help them with their learning. 
	English
	We would encourage all children to read for 15 minutes regularly.
 (Please log what they have read in their reading record)  
Reading at Home
Children will bring home three types of books to support their reading:

Core Read Write Inc. books – Practised at least three times in school before being sent home. Re-reading at home builds confidence and fluency while also giving them the chance to show off their reading success and celebrate with you.
Book Bag books – Matched to the Core Read Write Inc. book. They give children extra practice with the same sounds and themes.

Reading for Joy books – Chosen by your child to share and enjoy with you. Your child may not be able to read all the words yet, but these books help develop a love of reading through talking about the story, pictures, and ideas together.

Please note: Core books and Book Bag books must be brought to school ready to be changed on a Thursday. Children will have the opportunity to swap ‘Reading for Joy’ books on Mondays.

	Maths
	Online access to Numbots – Log in and password details will be sent home in your child’s reading record.  

	Science
	Key vocabulary: Mammal, reptile, amphibian, fish, bird, animal, fin, wing, paws, claw, beak, carnivore, herbivore, omnivore.

	Geography
	Key vocabulary: house, home, address, key, community, family, village, landmarks, map 

	Art
	Key vocabulary: lines, drawing, starry night, Vincent Van Gogh, foreground, background. 

	PE
	Key vocabulary:  hockey, team, ball, control, dribble, fast, slow

	Computing
	Key vocabulary:  technology, e-safety, computer, keyboard, mouse, screen, passwords. 

	PSHE
	Key vocabulary: feelings, emotions, happy, sad, scared, worried, excited, angry, zones of regulation, family. 

	Music
	Key vocabulary: pulse, timbre, pattern, percussion instruments, drums, triangle, tambourine, xylophone, rhythms. 

	RE
	Key vocabulary: Christianity, Sikhism, Buddhism, Hinduism, Muslim, Islam, festivals, community. 


Other ways to support at home: 
· Play simple number games, like counting objects around the house, or using everyday items to practice addition and subtraction. You can also use board games that involve counting or matching numbers. 
· Set up opportunities for your child to play independently be it with a puzzle, an art activity or Lego. This not only nurtures creativity but also helps children to feel more confident in their abilities. 
	

Our PE day will be; MONDAY please could children come into school in PE kit on these days.

PE may take place outside so please ensure that you send your child with appropriate kit, this needs to include a plain, black hoodie, plain black shorts, leggings or joggers, coloured house T-shirt and trainers. Please refer to the uniform policy if unsure.

Water Bottles

Please ensure that your child has a named water bottle in school every day. They must remember to take it home every evening to wash the bottle and bring it in to school already full. This will ensure that the bottles are kept clean and germ-free for the children’s use each day. 

Snacks

There is a fruit/vegetable snack for every child at school during break time. Children are of course welcome to bring their own fruit snack if they prefer, however this should just be fresh fruit or vegetable.

Key Dates 

Wednesday 9th September – 2:10pm/2:40pm – Welcome to Class 1 Presentation
Wednesday 21st October – Flu Vaccines
Wednesday 21st October/Thursday 22nd October - Parents Evening
Tuesday 24th November/Wednesday 25th November – Progress Café
Friday 27th November – INSET DAY
Friday 4th December - Whole School Theatre Trip – The Grinch
Friday 12th February – INSET day
Week Commencing Monday 14th June – YEAR 1 Phonics Screening Check 

Year 1 Team

	Monday 
	AM - Mrs Prankard 
	PM  - Mrs Sohal (PE)  

	Tuesday
	Mrs Prankard 
	

	Wednesday 
	Mrs S Walker 
	

	Thursday
	AM – Mrs S Walker 
	PM -  Mrs M Walker and Mrs S Walker (interventions) 
                                                 

	Friday 
	Mrs S Walker  
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