
Progression of Spanish 

Bredbury Green Primary School   

 Phonics Vocabulary Grammar 

Year 3 Know how to pronounce the letters of the Spanish alphabet 
accurately, recognising that some sounds and letter names differ 
from English.  
Know how Spanish letters and sounds link to spelling patterns, 
using phonics knowledge to read and pronounce familiar Spanish 
words.  
Explain how Spanish phonics supports accurate pronunciation and 
understanding when reading aloud and using familiar words and 
phrases 

Know how to recall and pronounce high-frequency Spanish vocabulary, including 
numbers, greetings and familiar phrases, using accurate pronunciation and 
intonation.  
Know how written Spanish vocabulary links to its meaning and sound, using 
phonics knowledge to support recognition, recall and accurate pronunciation.  
Explain how familiar Spanish vocabulary can be used to communicate simple 
information, including greetings, personal details and responses in everyday 
conversations. 

 

Year 4 Know how to apply Spanish grapheme-phoneme correspondences 
to decode and pronounce unfamiliar vocabulary, using prior 
knowledge of alphabet sounds and spelling patterns.  
Know how phonics in Spanish differs from English, using sound and 
spelling patterns to predict the meaning and pronunciation of 
unfamiliar emotions vocabulary.  
Explain how they are feeling using appropriate Spanish vocabulary 
and sentence structures, including asking and responding to the 
question “¿Cómo te sientes?” and “Me siento…”.  

Know how to recall and use a wider range of Spanish vocabulary linked to 
personal information, including family members, months, ages and where they 
live.  
Know how familiar Spanish vocabulary can be combined with sentence structures 
to ask and answer questions accurately in simple conversations.  
Explain how vocabulary choices and sentence structures can be used to 
communicate information about themselves and others in Spanish. 

Know that Spanish nouns have a grammatical gender and can 
identify masculine and feminine nouns using appropriate articles 
(el, los, la, las).  
Know how adjective agreement works in Spanish and how 
adjectives change to match the gender and number of the noun 
they describe.  
Explain how understanding gender and adjective agreement helps 
to create accurate Spanish sentences and communicate meaning 
clearly. 

End 
Points 

Accurate Pronunciation and Language Recognition 
 Know how to pronounce Spanish sounds and letter patterns accurately, recognising similarities and differences between Spanish and English pronunciation.  
 Know how Spanish spelling patterns link to sounds and meaning, using this knowledge to read and pronounce familiar and unfamiliar words.  
 Explain how knowledge of Spanish sounds supports accurate pronunciation, reading aloud and understanding of spoken and written language.  

Communicating Ideas Through Spanish 
 Know how to recall and use a growing range of Spanish vocabulary, including greetings, numbers, emotions and personal information.  
 Know how to combine vocabulary and familiar sentence structures to ask and answer questions and communicate simple ideas about themselves and others.  
 Explain how vocabulary choices and sentence structures help them communicate meaning in everyday Spanish conversations.  

Understanding and Applying Language Structures 
 Know that Spanish nouns have a grammatical gender and how articles (el, los, la, las) are used to identify masculine and feminine nouns.  
 Know how adjectives change to agree with the gender and number of the nouns they describe.  
 Explain how applying grammatical patterns, including gender and adjective agreement, helps them create accurate Spanish sentences 

Year 5 Know how to use established grapheme-phoneme 
correspondences to read and pronounce increasingly unfamiliar 
Spanish vocabulary accurately, building on previous knowledge of 
Spanish sounds and spelling patterns.  
Know how Spanish pronunciation and spelling conventions differ 
from English, and use this understanding to improve accuracy 
when reading, writing and speaking new vocabulary.  
Explain how phonics knowledge supports accurate communication 
in Spanish, using correct pronunciation and sentence structures 
when describing themselves and others. 

Know how to recall and use a wider range of Spanish vocabulary linked to food, 
quantities and colours, including recognising vocabulary within spoken and 
written texts.  
Know how to combine familiar vocabulary using increasingly accurate sentence 
structures to describe items, including quantity, food and colour.  
Explain how vocabulary and sentence structures can be used to understand and 
respond to simple questions and texts in Spanish, including identifying 
information from stories and spoken language 

Know how to apply grammatical rules when constructing Spanish 
sentences, including sentence order, adjective placement and 
agreement between nouns and adjectives.  
Know how to adapt familiar sentence structures to create new 
written sentences, using accurate vocabulary, punctuation and 
grammar.  
Explain how grammatical choices, including word order and 
adjective agreement, affect the meaning and accuracy of written 
Spanish sentences 

Year 6 Know how to apply Spanish grapheme-phoneme correspondences 
independently when writing and spelling familiar and unfamiliar 
vocabulary, using sound patterns to support accuracy.  

Know how to recall and apply a wider range of Spanish food vocabulary, including 
familiar and new items, to communicate meaning in different contexts.  
Know how to select and combine vocabulary with appropriate phrases and 
questions to order food, express preferences and respond to others in Spanish.  

Know how to apply grammatical knowledge of nouns, adjectives 
and sentence structures when creating accurate Spanish sentences.  
Know how verbs can change to communicate meaning across 
different time frames, including past, present and future, using 
familiar structures such as gustar.  



Know how knowledge of Spanish pronunciation and spelling 
conventions can be used to check and improve the accuracy of 
written and spoken language.  
Explain how phonics knowledge supports their ability to 
communicate ideas in Spanish, using accurate spelling, 
pronunciation and sentence structures when creating written 
sentences. 

Explain how vocabulary choices and sentence structures can support effective 
communication in Spanish conversations, including asking for and understanding 
information about food. 

Explain how grammatical choices, including verb forms and 
sentence structures, affect meaning and allow them to 
communicate ideas, opinions and experiences in Spanish. 

End 
Points 

Accurate Pronunciation and Language Recognition 
 Know how to apply Spanish sound and spelling patterns to accurately read, pronounce and spell familiar and unfamiliar vocabulary.  
 Know how Spanish pronunciation conventions differ from English and use this knowledge to improve accuracy when speaking, reading and writing.  
 Explain how knowledge of Spanish sounds and spelling patterns supports confident communication through accurate pronunciation and written language.  

Communicating Ideas Through Spanish 
 Know how to recall and apply a wider range of Spanish vocabulary, including vocabulary linked to personal information, food, quantities and descriptions.  
 Know how to select and combine vocabulary with appropriate phrases and sentence structures to ask questions, express preferences and communicate ideas.  
 Explain how vocabulary choices and sentence structures can be adapted to understand and respond to spoken and written Spanish in different contexts.  

Understanding and Applying Language Structures 
 Know how to apply grammatical rules, including word order, adjective agreement and sentence structures, when creating accurate Spanish communication.  
 Know how verbs can change to communicate meaning across different time frames, including past, present and future, using familiar structures.  
 Explain how grammatical choices, including verb forms and sentence structures, influence meaning and allow them to communicate ideas, opinions and experiences in Spanish. 

 


