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Intent
Geography is, by nature, an investigative subject, which develops an understanding of concepts, knowledge and skills. We seek to inspire in children a curiosity and fascination about the world and its people which will remain with them for the rest of their lives; to promote the children’s interest and understanding of diverse places, people, resources and natural and human environments, together with a deep understanding of the Earth’s key physical and human processes. We achieve this by ensuring that students are exposed to quality first teaching, investigating and high-quality fieldwork as well as links with other schools to strengthen their cultural understanding.
At Bredenbury, we aspire for each individual to become life-long, ambitious learners equipped with a curiosity and resilience to discover and work out future challenges. We believe that high quality Geography teaching offers our children the foundations for a greater understanding and knowledge of the world, as well as their place in it. The Geography curriculum at Bredenbury is designed to be progressive; knowledge rich - equipping and building on skills. We believe, the way our curriculum is designed, along with our study, recall, recall, recall system, allows our children to become passionate geographers that know more, remember more and understand more. We hope to give them the knowledge and skills to make an educated and positive impact on the world that they learn about. 

Aims
Our curriculum is ambitious for all and alongside the national curriculum aims to: 
· develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally significant places – both terrestrial and marine – including their defining physical and human characteristics and how these provide a geographical context for understanding the actions of processes 
· understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical features of the world, how these are interdependent and how they bring about spatial variation and change over time 
· collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data gathered through experiences of fieldwork that deepen their understanding of geographical processes 
· interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, diagrams, globes, aerial photographs and Geographical Information Systems (GIS) 
· communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through maps, numerical and quantitative skills and writing at length 


We hope to teach our children about the world we live in and want to continue to live in, by teaching them how to do so in a sustainable and considered manner. We hope our curriculum will educate our children to consider: 
· Sustainability: develop our children’s basic values, attitudes and habits towards sustainability. Enable them to pick up on cultural messages about wealth and inequality; cultural diversity; wise use of resources and gender equality. 
· Geographical and science links: particularly relating to environmental issues 
· Open mindedness to thinking globally and to being diverse about all things 
· Engaging in stimulating dialogue and voicing their ideas and opinions about inter connections: Learning about concrete actions that can be taken in favour of the environment. 
· Being engaged in the world that they live in. 

A key element to our teaching is the building of fundamental geographical knowledge and concepts that can be added to and developed each year, increasing memory recall and retrieval skills. This allows our students to advance their rational thinking skills in addition to developing a sense of curiosity and excitement about geography. Students at Bredenbury are constantly exposed and immersed in developing their vocabulary acquisition. This key geographical language, increases student’s knowledge and understanding of not only the specific matter they are currently studying, but of the world they live in enabling them to be gifted with the rich vocabulary we desire of our children. Geography in our school is about developing our student’s ideas, philosophy and geographical thinking by allowing them to investigate and study the environment and world around them, regardless of their gender, ethnicity or ability which we achieve with a balanced and broad programme of study. 

Implementation
The content of our Geography curriculum is set out in Bredenbury’s Geography progression document, which covers Year 1 to Year 6. Geography at Bredenbury is taught through a carefully designed progression document which breaks the learning into small incremental sequences. Our progression document is broken down further into blocks: locational knowledge; place knowledge; human and physical geography; and geographical skills and fieldwork. Children’s knowledge and skills are built upon in carefully sequenced steps. Geography is to be taught for a minimum of 45 minutes per week if being taught weekly. If being blocked or taught half termly, teachers are to ensure that the amount of Geography being taught is equivalent to a minimum of 45 minutes per week. This allows them to achieve depth in their learning. New geographical vocabulary is present throughout all teaching of Geography. Staff take care to make sure there are carefully planned links between subjects. Lessons and units are designed from a variety of high-quality resources to support the teaching of our curriculum.
The children start to learn about their locality and where they live understanding Bredenbury as their village where they live, Bromyard the town they live closest to and Hereford the nearest city. This moves onto learning about the UK, Europe and finally countries across the world drawing comparisons between them. The local area is also fully utilized to achieve the desired outcomes, with extensive opportunities for learning outside the classroom embedded in practice. We ensure Geography is taught through lessons such as whole class reading so children gain the important skills needed, in particular through non-fiction text. Our children are provided with as many opportunities as possible for learning outside the classroom, benefiting their educational, social, physical and emotional development. Within our knowledge-rich approach, there is a strong emphasis on people and the community of our local area. A recall session is held at the beginning of every lesson which allows the children time to revise previously taught concepts that might be linked.

Cultural Capital/Enrichment
Geography is a topic that lends itself well to developing cultural capital. We are excited about delivering knowledge and making educated citizens who learn from the events, people, ideas we study. Through trips, visits and discussions of current affairs, children become engaged with the world around them, at a local, national and international level. A lot of thought has gone into our Geography Curriculum to support the needs of our pupils. Within our Geography curriculum, there are high-quality geographical trips, fieldwork opportunities, practical tasks and experts/visitors included which enable pupils to gain a wider context to their unit of study. Children are then able to apply their knowledge to a more ‘concrete’ experience and bring their learning to life. Where possible, we use our local environment to enhance learning and bring learning to life. The school has an on-site Forest School and so we are fortunate to have a fabulous environment with which to explore. Carefully sequenced geographical vocabulary ensures that our children move up through our school with a vocabulary basis that can be applied to a new topic and support their geographical understanding.
EYFS
EYFS is the bedrock of the Geography curriculum and this is built upon in KS1 and KS2. Of the seven areas of learning and development outlined in the EYFS framework the one that fits best with Geography is ‘knowledge and understanding of the world’. However, pupils would not develop a knowledge and understanding of the world in isolation. Pupils learn a whole range of highly transferable skills, values and attributes (including: problem-solving, observation, collaboration, open-mindedness, courage, resilience, curiosity, integrity, and a sense of what is fair and equitable) that combine to allow them to explore and interpret the world around them. When providing a context for learning pupils can construct their own individual and collaborative learning story.
Inclusion
At our school, we teach Geography to all children, whatever their ability and individual needs. Through our Geography teaching, we provide learning opportunities that enable all pupils to make good progress, considering cognitive challenge which is demonstrated within each lesson, as well as how learners will be supported in line with the school’s commitment to inclusion. We strive to meet the needs of those pupils with special educational needs, those with disabilities, those who are higher level thinkers, and those learning English as an additional language, and we take all reasonable steps to achieve this. We believe that the curriculum should be accessible to all children. This is made possible through the use of strategies such as: scaffolded support, small group work, use of Knowledge Organisers and word banks or extra time to complete their work.


Monitoring and Review (Impact)
Teachers will assess children’s work using formative assessment. At Bredenbury we ensure each lesson starts with a recap of prior learning This recall might be from a previous lesson in the unit being studied or from a previous year group. This method allows children the opportunity to constantly revisit learning. A variety of formative assessment methods are used including quizzes, matching vocabulary to definitions, locating the answer to the question and use of Knowledge Organisers. The aim of this is to consolidate and embed knowledge, skills and vocabulary. Children are also assessed at the end of the unit by completing a set of five key questions that cover the main objectives taught throughout the unit.

[bookmark: _Hlk177555943]The Geography Curriculum Leader is responsible for the monitoring of the implementation of this policy and must liaise with the Head of School on pertinent matters. The Geography Curriculum Leader is responsible for monitoring the standard of children’s work and the quality of teaching in line with the school’s monitoring policy. This may be through supporting colleagues in the teaching of Geography, being informed about current developments in the subject, and providing a strategic lead and direction for Geography in the school. The curriculum leader is responsible for monitoring the children’s progress in Geography through, sampling children’s work, and teacher planning, through book scrutiny and lesson observations and by completing an annual audit and subsequently creating an action plan for the subject.

Roles and Responsibilities:
The governing board will monitor the effectiveness of this policy and hold the Head of School to account for its implementation. 
The governing board will also ensure that a robust framework is in place for setting curriculum priorities and aspirational targets.
The Head of School is responsible for ensuring that this policy is adhered to, and that: 
· All required elements of the curriculum, and those subjects which the school chooses, have aims and objectives which reflect the aims of the school and indicate how the needs of individual pupils will be met 
· The amount of time provided for teaching the required elements of the curriculum is adequate and is reviewed
· Appropriate provision is in place for pupils with different abilities and needs, including children with SEN 

Other staff will ensure that the school curriculum is implemented in accordance with this policy. It is the responsibility of the subject lead to ensure the implementation of this policy, monitor standards, offer advice and support to staff, provide a model and promote excellence in children’s achievements.  


Mrs C Jefferson
Geography Subject Leader 
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