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Intent
History is about real people who loved and real events which happened in the past.  History is concerned with sequence, time and chronology and is the study of evidence about the past; it gives us a sense of identity, set within our social, political, cultural and economic relationships.  History fires the children’s curiosity about the past in Britain and the wider world and plays an essential part in preparing us for living and working in the contemporary world.  Pupils consider how the past influences the present, what past societies were like, how these societies organised their politics, and what beliefs and cultures influenced people’s actions.  As they do this, children develop a chronological framework for their knowledge of significant events and people. They see the diversity of human experience and understand more about themselves as individuals and members of society.  What they learn can influence their decisions about personal choices, attitudes and values.  In History, children find evidence, weigh it up and reach their own conclusions.  To do this they need to be able to research, sift through evidence and argue for their point of view – skills that are prized in adult life.  

When our children leave us, we aspire for each individual to be life-long, ambitious learners equipped with a curiosity and resilience to discover and work out future challenges.  We aim to provide them with the necessary skills, knowledge and experiences for their life journey.  We want our children to be mentally and physically confident about themselves and to be able to socialise with their peers and adults alike.  We want our children to treat people and their environments with a kindness and honesty that shows respect to everyone. 
 
Aims: 
· To instil in the children a curiosity and understanding of events, places and people in a variety of times and environment 
· To develop an interest in the past and an appreciation of human achievements and aspirations 
· To understand the values of our society 
· To learn about the major issues and events in the history of our own country and of the world and how these events may have influenced one another 
· To develop a knowledge of chronology within which the children can organise understanding of the past 
· To understand how the past was different from the present and that people of other times and places may have had different values and attitudes from ours 
· To understand the nature of evidence by emphasising the process of enquiry and by developing the range of skills required to interpret primary and secondary source materials 
· To distinguish between historical facts and the interpretation of those facts 
· To understand that events have a multiplicity of causes, and that historical explanation is provisional, debatable and sometimes controversial 
 
Implementation
The children undertake a broad and balanced programme that takes account of abilities, aptitudes and physical, emotional and intellectual development.  Through history, the children learn a range of skills, concepts, attitudes and methods of working. 
At Bredenbury, we are concerned with the process of history activities as well as the product; therefore, it is important to take notice of the skills, concepts and attitudes that the child should develop. 
 
EYFS
In the EYFS, understanding the world through History is an important part of our curriculum. ‘Understanding the World’ encompasses a range of early historical skills and knowledge in Early Years. Children are encouraged to talk about past and present events in their own lives and in the lives of family members. Practitioners share historical stories, objects and pictures to prompt discussion using past, present and future tense. Children are encouraged to develop a sense of change over time and are given opportunities to differentiate between past and present by observing routines throughout the day, growing plants, observing the passing of seasons and time and looking at photographs of their life and of others. Practitioners encourage investigative behaviour and raise questions such as, ‘What do you think?', ‘Tell me more about?', 'What will happen if..?', ‘What else could we try?', ‘What could it be used for?' and ‘How might it work?' Use of language relating to time is used in daily routines and conversations with children for example, ‘yesterday', ‘old', ‘past', ‘now' and ‘then'. Alongside planned learning, children are encouraged to follow their own interests and create ideas around their own fascinations.

Key Stage 1
The National Curriculum Programme of Study at Key Stage 1 focuses on developing children’s awareness of the past, using common words and phrases relating to the passing of time. They should know where the people and events they study fit within a chronological framework and identify similarities and differences between ways of life in different periods. Children should use a wide vocabulary of everyday historical terms. They should ask and answer questions, choosing and using parts of stories and other sources to show that they know and understand key features of events. They should understand some of the ways in which we find out about the past and identify different ways in which it is represented. In planning to ensure the progression described above through teaching about the people, events and changes outlined below, teachers are often introducing pupils to historical periods that they will study more fully at Key Stage 2. Pupils should be taught about:  
· Changes within living memory  
· Events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally  
· The lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and international achievements  
· Significant historical events, people and places in their own locality 
 
Key Stage 2
The National Curriculum Programme of Study at Key Stage 2 should continue to allow children to develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of British, local and world history, establishing clear narratives within and across the periods they study. They should note connections, contrasts and trends over time and develop the appropriate use of historical terms. They should regularly address and sometimes devise historically valid questions about change, cause, similarity and difference, and significance. Children should construct informed responses that involve thoughtful selection and organisation of relevant historical information. They should understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources. In planning to ensure the progression, teachers should combine overview and depth studies to help pupils understand both the long arc of development and the complexity of specific aspects of the content. Pupils should be taught about:  
· Changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age  
· The Roman Empire and its impact on Britain  
· Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots  
· The Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England   
· A local history study  
· A study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066, Victorians or Britain since 1930’s  The achievements of the earliest civilizations – an overview of where and when the first civilizations appeared and a depth study of one of the following: Ancient Sumer; The Indus Valley; Ancient Egypt; The Shang 
Dynasty of Ancient China 
· Ancient Greece 
· A non-European society that contrasts with British history – Mayan Civilisation 
 
As well as making its own distinctive contribution to the school curriculum, history contributes to the wider aims of primary education. Teachers will ensure that links between subjects are maximized.  
 
The activities in history build upon the prior learning of the children. Whilst we give children of all abilities the opportunity to develop their skills, knowledge and understanding, we ensure continuity and progression so that there is an increasing challenge for the children as they move up through the school. 
 
Cultural Capital/Enrichment
The school uses a variety of teaching and learning styles in history lessons to improve the cultural capital for each child.  Our principal aim is to develop the children’s knowledge, skills and understanding in History and we use a variety of teaching and learning styles in our history lessons. We believe in whole-class teaching methods and combine these with enquiry-based research activities. We believe children learn best when:  
· They have access to, and are able to handle artefacts  
· They go on visits to museums and places of interest  
· They have access to secondary sources such as books and photographs  
· Visitors talk about personal experiences of the past  
· They listen to and interact with stories from the past 
· They undertake fieldwork by interviewing family and older friends about changes in their own and other people’s lives 
· They use drama and dance to act out historical events  
· They are shown, or use independently, resources from the internet  
· They are able to use non-fiction books for research  
· They are provided with opportunities to work independently or collaboratively, to ask as well as answer historical questions.  

At Bredenbury, History is taught through a topic approach when possible. Our Curriculum is carefully planned to engage and excite all our learners; to provide the school with a high-quality curriculum, it is the driving force for our planning. Our long term and medium-term plans map out the skills and themes covered each term for each key stage. These plans define what we will teach and ensure an appropriate balance and distribution of work across each term.  
History is to be taught for a minimum of 45 minutes per week if being taught weekly. If being blocked or taught half termly, teachers are to ensure that the amount of History being taught is equivalent to a minimum 45 minutes per week. 
Historical timelines are visible in all classrooms, showing significant periods of time throughout History as well as more detailed timelines from the historical topics the class have covered.

Inclusion: 
At our school, we teach History to all children, whatever their ability and individual needs. Through our history teaching, we provide learning opportunities that enable all pupils to make good progress, considering cognitive challenge, which is demonstrated within each lesson, as well as how learners will be supported in line with the school’s commitment to inclusion. We strive to meet the needs of those pupils with special educational needs, those with disabilities, those who are higher level thinkers, and those learning English as an additional language, and we take all reasonable steps to achieve this. We believe that the curriculum should be accessible to all children. This is made possible through the use of strategies such as: scaffolded support, small group work, use of Knowledge Organisers and word banks or extra time to complete their work.
 
Monitoring and Review (Impact): 
At Bredenbury, assessment is an integral part of the teaching process. Assessment is used to inform planning and to facilitate differentiation. The assessment of children's work is on-going to ensure that understanding is being achieved, and that progress is being made. Teachers use methods such as quizzes and knowledge organisers to regularly check on pupils’ understanding.  Children are encouraged to recall facts during every lesson.  Feedback is given to the children as soon as possible, and marking work will be guided by the school's Marking Policy. Children are assessed at the end of a topic by answering five key questions that cover the main objectives.

The work of the subject leader is to monitor and support colleagues in the teaching of History, being informed about current developments and competitions in the subject and providing a strategic lead and direction for the subject in the school. As well as making its own distinctive contribution to the school curriculum, history contributes to the wider aims of primary education.  The History Curriculum Leader is responsible for the monitoring of the implementation of this policy and must liaise with the Head of School on pertinent matters.

Roles and Responsibilities:
The governing board will monitor the effectiveness of this policy and hold the Head of School to account for its implementation. The governing board will also ensure that a robust framework is in place for setting curriculum priorities and aspirational targets. The Head of School is responsible for ensuring that this policy is adhered to, and that: 

· All required elements of the curriculum, and those subjects which the school chooses to have aims and objectives which reflect the aims of the school and indicate how the needs of individual pupils will be met 
· The amount of time provided for teaching the required elements of the curriculum is adequate and is reviewed
· Appropriate provision is in place for pupils with different abilities and needs, including children with SEN 

Other staff will ensure that the school curriculum is implemented in accordance with this policy. It is the responsibility of the subject lead to ensure the implementation of this policy, monitor standards, offer advice and support to staff, provide a model and promote excellence in children’s achievements.  


Mrs C Jefferson 

History Subject Leader
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