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Structure of the EYFS:
Class 1 consists of Reception, Year 1 and Year 2. Reception children will access continuous provision and focussed teaching separate from KS1 learners. Class 1 will have a full-time teacher and full-time teaching assistant supporting all learners throughout the day. Our Induction is flexible and inclusive; giving parents the opportunity for children to start Bredenbury Primary School either full time or part time in September. We aim to support children and families and understand that all children have different temperaments and needs. This decision is left to parents and class teachers will happily discuss this with parents if they wish. (see Admissions Policy) 
Intent:
Here at Bredenbury, we will provide a stimulating and safe environment that fosters the development of children’s cognitive, social, emotional, and physical skills. Staff aim to create a curriculum that is responsive to the changing needs and interests of children, with clearly defined learning goals. These goals should be age-appropriate and based on a deep understanding of child development, providing opportunities for children to explore, experiment, and learn through investigation, exploration and play.   
Our early years class uses the latest version of the EYFS statutory framework that applies from September 2021 with guidance from the non-statutory documents, ‘Development Matters’ and ‘Birth to five’, to deliver a curriculum that ensures all children make the best possible progress in the EYFS.  It is our intent to take into consideration their starting points and needs of our pupils as they begin their learning journey. Every child has access to a broad, balanced and differentiated curriculum which prepares them for now and for the future in terms of opportunities and experiences. The characteristics of effective learning describe factors, which play a central role in a pupil’s learning and in becoming an effective learner. The characteristics of effective learning run through and underpin all 7 areas of learning and development. They represent processes rather than outcomes. It is our intent that children 
who enter our EYFS begin their lifelong learning journey by developing physically, verbally, cognitively and emotionally whilst also embedding a positive attitude to school and a love of learning.
Our EYFS curriculum aims to enable our children to be: 
· Competent and creative learners; who are curious about the world around them. 
· Secure and confident; who enjoy coming to school and learning new skills and knowledge building on their existing learning. 
· Skilful communicators; who connect with others through language and play, ensuring that they play in a vocab rich environment. 
· It is our intent to ensure that all children will receive quality teaching of early reading through systematic, synthetic phonics to learn to read words and simple sentences accurately by the end of Reception. 
· We plan for focused Mathematics, Literacy and Phonics sessions as part of the daily routine. 

Implementation:  
The EYFS framework includes 7 areas of learning and development that are equally important and interconnected. However, 3 areas known as the prime areas are seen as particularly important for igniting curiosity and enthusiasm for learning, and for building children’s capacity to learn, form relationships and thrive.  The prime areas are: 
[image: ] Communication and language 
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The prime areas are strengthened and applied through 4 specific areas: 
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The EYFS curriculum topics are finalised each year, to stem from the curiosities of the children, build upon their entry points and needs.  These topics can evolve throughout the year as the children grow and develop and are finalised after discussions with the children.  Our curriculum topics are driven by good quality texts, which support the learning of new vocabulary and concepts and excite and engage children in their learning. 
Each area of learning and development is implemented through a mix of child-initiated and adult-directed approaches which are differentiated for children’s level of development. Our Curriculum provides language rich experiences delivered through play and focused teaching, to ensure children make progress and are ready to move onto Year 1. Staff respond to each child’s emerging needs and interests, guiding their development through warm, positive interaction. 
The children are provided with opportunities to access our indoor and outdoor provision and Forest Friday, where they engage in planned, focused activities as well as self-initiated and continuous provision. The children are given first hand experiences (inside, outdoors, visitors and school trips) to widen experiences, awe and wonderment and many exploratory, problem solving and creative thinking opportunities.  We value the importance of healthy eating, physical activity and self-care and ensure that the children have healthy snacks, regular exercise and are taught about oral hygiene.  Although Technology is no longer an Early Learning Goal, we feel it important that children learn how to use technology safely and purposefully in creative and collaborative ways in preparation for Year 1.   
We provide focused Mathematics, Literacy and Phonics sessions as part of the daily routine. 
Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
We aim to encourage caring, warm relationships, awareness and appreciation of different cultures and a sense of awe and wonder.  We encourage children to become confident, independent learners and we show that we value self-discipline.  We plan for children to work both individually and also in collaborative groups where they need to share and co-operate with each other. We teach children about how to learn, by identifying ‘super powers of learning’ and children learn how to effectively become a learner.  

Physical Development 
Children develop skills of coordination, control, manipulation and movement, through P.E lessons, outdoor play, Forest Friday, Balance bikes, Dough Disco, Squiggle whilst you wiggle and a wide range of activities. Children are taught the effects of being healthy and active and of the importance of oral hygiene. 
Communication & Language  
Our language rich environment encourages everyone to listen to each other, to take turns in conversations and to develop vocabulary. We enable language development through storytelling, listening to stories, role play, puppet shows, regular repetition of nursery rhymes, poems and songs, quality conversations, open ending questioning and the exploration of words, etc. 

Literacy 
We endeavour to promote a love of reading through providing an environment rich in print where the children engage with a wide range of books including fiction, nonfiction and poetry. Children are encouraged to take books home daily to share with their parents and in school they have the opportunity to share books with an older pupil, staff and volunteers.  We teach whole class reading where children share texts and develop their comprehension and language skills alongside their decoding. 
Phonics is taught daily using “Read Write Inc” resources. Children are encouraged to apply their phonic skills when writing independently for a variety of different purposes and writing is incorporated in each phonics session. Writing and mark making resources are readily accessible both in the classroom and the outside area for continuous provision.   (See Early Reading / RWI policy)
Mathematics 
Daily focused maths sessions enable the children to develop their understanding of number, counting, sorting, matching, seeking patterns, making connections, recognising relationships, reasoning, explaining, problem solving and working with numbers, shapes, space and measures. Experiencing concepts in a practical context and linking experiences to everyday life is crucial in the early stages of development. The children are provided with opportunities to practice and extend their skills in these areas through continuous provision.  White Rose Maths is used to plan Math sessions and is extended where needed. 
Understanding of the World 
We capitalise on the children’s natural curiosity for living things, their desire to investigate materials, to explore their immediate environment and to find out about the world around them.  We encourage the children to observe using all their senses, to question, to discuss objects and situations, to notice sequences, similarities and differences and to make comparisons.  They are provided with experiences which help them to predict outcomes and test ideas and to record their findings in a variety of ways, including talking, drawing, painting and modelling. We explore the local environment; particularly our forest site and encourage children to make careful observations reflecting on the quality of their environment and how they can care for it. 
Visits enhance, support and extend learning and we encourage visitors to come into school and share their knowledge of the world with the children. 
The children use technology purposefully and develop the foundations of computing skills through use of IPads, IWB, Beebots and laptops. Online safety is continually taught through lessons.
Expressive Arts and Design 
We feel that creativity is fundamental to successful learning. Being creative enables children to make connections between one area of learning and another and so extend their understanding.  
Children are given opportunities to explore a wide range of different art materials, tools, methods and techniques and are encouraged to express themselves through language, music, drama, role play, art and dance, both indoors and out. 

Inclusion:
It is every child’s right to grow up safe, healthy, enjoying and achieving, making a positive contribution and with economic well-being. 
This policy aims to ensure: 
· That children access a broad and balanced curriculum that gives them the broad range of knowledge and skills needed for good progress through school and life 
· Quality and consistency in teaching and learning so that every child makes good progress and no child gets left behind 

· A close working partnership between staff and parents and/or carers 

· Every child is included and supported through equality of opportunity and anti-discriminatory practice.
· Encourage good social relationships, developing self-esteem and respect for oneself and others. 
· Ensure that all children, irrespective of ethnicity, culture, religion, home language, family background, learning difficulties, disabilities, gender or ability, have the opportunity to experience a challenging and enjoyable programme of learning and development.
· 
Those children that are identified to have special educational needs are placed on the school’s SEND register. The class teachers liaise with the SENDCO and Teaching assistants to draw up and plan appropriate targets which are regularly reviewed. (See SEND policy) Additional support is given to these pupils. 
The class teacher will liaise with pre-schools / Nursery settings and discuss additional needs prior to the child starting at Bredenbury.
 
Monitoring and Review :
At Bredenbury Primary School, ongoing assessment is an integral part of the learning and development processes. Staff observe pupils to identify their level of achievement, interests and learning styles. These observations are used to shape future planning. Staff also take into account observations shared by parents and/or carers. 
Within the first 6 weeks that a child starts reception, staff will administer the Reception Baseline Assessment (RBA).  Staff also make observations and assessments of their own to ensure the learning opportunities are tailored to the children’s needs.  This information is entered into the school tracker (Insight) and subsequent entries are made throughout the year to track progress and attainment.   
At the end of the EYFS, staff complete the EYFS profile for each child. Pupils are assessed against the 17 early learning goals, indicating whether they are: 
Meeting expected levels of development 
Not yet reaching expected levels (‘emerging’) 
The profile reflects ongoing observations, and discussions with parents and/or carers. The results of the profile are shared with parents and/or carers for their child and data entered into Insight.   
The profile is moderated internally (referring to the Development Matters guidance) and in partnership with other local schools, to ensure consistent assessment judgements. EYFS profile data is submitted to the local authority.   

Working with parents: 
We recognise that children learn and develop well when there is a strong partnership between staff and parents and/or carers. 
Parents and carers are the children’s first educators and we are committed to working in close partnership with them in order to enable each child to achieve his/her potential. We highly value the contribution that parents and carers make and seek to maintain an effective partnership between home and school by:   
 
· talking to parents about their child before their child starts school
· meeting parents and children during many induction events the term before they start School, including a welcome evening for parents, stay and play afternoon and induction mornings. 
· encouraging Parents/carers to complete the pre-school profile booklet with their child prior to admission.  This profile informs the class teachers about each child’s abilities, likes and dislikes, hobbies etc.  It also begins to build communication between home and school; 
· inviting parents to a phonics, reading meeting during the second half term to make them aware of the expectations and how they can support their child at home.  
· offering parents regular opportunities to talk about their child’s progress in our reception class and giving parents access to an online ‘learning journey’, where their child uploads pictures, videos and work independently and staff also upload information, involving the parents and engaging them in school life. (Tapestry)
· providing space online for parents to leave comments relating to the children’s achievements; 
· encouraging Parents/carers to listen to their child read each night and to comment on reading progress in a home/school book; 
· encouraging relevant learning activities to be continued at home e.g. maths games and library books, and ensuring that experiences at home are used to develop learning in school. 
· Inviting parents to record ‘WOW!’ moments about their child’s achievements at home and these are shared in school, as are photographs and emailed pictures that parents send in. 
· operating an “open door” policy, whereby Parents/carers can come and discuss concerns and developments in an informal manner. 
· Parents and/or carers are kept up to date with their child’s progress and development, having two parent evenings a year, with interim reports, plus a final end of year report. 
 
All staff involved with the EYFS aim to develop good relationships with all children, interacting positively with them and taking time to listen to them. At our school the full-time teacher and TA act as ‘Key Person’ to all children in EYFS.  We aim to maintain an adult/pupil ratio of 1:15 maximum within the reception year. 
 
Safeguarding and welfare procedures: 
At Bredenbury Primary School we understand that we are legally required to comply with certain welfare requirements as stated in the Statutory Framework for Early Years Foundation Stage 2021. 
We recognise our responsibility for promoting the welfare of our children.   
· All adults with access to our children will receive the appropriate level of DBS checking and as art of the induction process will have discussed and signed a school code of conduct.   
· All staff employed by the school will undertake regular Child Protection training and are expected to follow the school guidance in following up a cause for concern.   
· Staffing will be organised to ensure the safety of the children.  
· All staff will be trained to the level appropriate to responsibility.   
· First aid will only be administered by trained personnel. Procedures are in place to inform parents/carers of accidents involving their child.  Staff will hold paediatric first aid qualifications. 
· Procedures are in place to ensure security of children and the safe release of children into the care of individuals named by the parent/carer.   
· Good health will be promoted and appropriate action will be taken when children are ill.   
· Routines are in place to support children’s growing understanding of personal hygiene.   
· Children’s behaviour is managed effectively through the use of a whole school system, which is adapted to the stage and development of individual needs.   
· Risk assessments will be undertaken and reviewed regularly.   
· Premises, furniture and equipment will be regularly checked and repaired, washed etc as required.   
· Records, policies and procedures required for the safe efficient management of the setting will be maintained.  
· Policy documents will be available for parents and carers. 
  
We promote good oral health, as well as good health in general, in the early years by having visits from dental hygienists, giving out toothpaste and toothbrushes, referring to the importance of dental hygiene throughout the year and by talking to children about: 
· The effects of eating too many sweet things 
· The importance of brushing your teeth 
We follow statutory guidance for safety around supervised tooth brushing. 
The rest of our safeguarding and welfare procedures are outlined in our safeguarding policy.  
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