
PROCEDURE FOR ENTRY TO SECONDARY EDUCATION 
(PESE) & THE KENT TEST (11+)
PARENT PRESENTATION – MAY 2020



KEY DATES

Monday 1st June 2020 Online Registration for the Kent Test opens

Wednesday 1st July 2020 Closing date for Kent Test registration

Tuesday 1st September 2020 School applications open

Thursday 10th September 2020 Kent Test Dates

Thursday 15th October 2020 Assessment decisions sent to parents/carers

Monday 2nd November 2020 Closing date for secondary school applications

Monday 1st March 2021 National Offer Day

Monday 15th March 2021 Places must be accepted/refused

Friday 26th March 2021 Deadline for appeals to be submitted



APPLYING FOR A SECONDARY SCHOOL PLACE

 The website will be available from Tuesday 1st

September and applications need to be submitted by 
Monday 2nd November

 Link is www.kent.gov.uk/ola

 You can name up to four schools in order of 
preference



LOCAL SECONDARY SCHOOLS

Archbishops School

Barton Court Grammar 
School

Canterbury Academy

Simon Langton Grammar 
School for Girls

Simon Langton Grammar 
School for Boys

St Anselm’s Catholic School 

Spires Academy

Other ‘local’ schools:
• Dover Grammar School for Boys
• Dover Grammar School for Girls
• Folkestone Grammar School for Girls
• Harvey Grammar School, Folkestone
• Sir Roger Manwood’s Grammar, Deal

Barton Manor School (on the site of the 
old Chaucer School) should be opening 
in 2021 but the planned building work 
will not be completed until 2022.



SCHOOLS TO NOTE

 Canterbury Academy recommends that potential students sit a ‘banding’ assessment

 Simon Langton Grammar School for Boys gives priority to those with 20 or more marks above the Kent Test 
threshold, living within 9 miles of the school

 St Anselm’s place an emphasis on a Catholic background but most practising Christians have qualified in recent 
years

 The following grammar schools also offer places through their own tests:

 Dover Grammar School for Boys & Dover Grammar School for Girls (the Dover Test)

 Folkestone Grammar School for Girls & Harvey Grammar School, Folkestone (the Shepway Test)



THE KENT TEST (11+)

 Your child does not need to take the Kent Test unless you are interested (and your child) are interested in naming 
a grammar school in your application.

 There are three tests:

 Maths (30 minutes)

 English (30 minutes)

 Reasoning (approx. 1 hour)

 There is also a Writing Task

 The children take the test on Thursday 10th September and results are received on Thursday 15th October

 The school will support children through the test but cannot coach children for the test

 Registration for the Kent Test opens on 1st June and closes on 1st July.

 Register online at www.kent.gov.uk/ola



SHOULD MY CHILD SIT THE KENT TEST?

 We would strongly recommend you discuss with the school, in the first instance, whether a grammar school may 
be the right place for your child. 

 We can discuss, with you, the factors to consider when choosing a school for your child – where will they be 
happier/more confident and more likely to succeed?

 Normally, the school would undertake Cognitive Ability Tests (CATs) which give an indication of how your child is 
likely to perform; given the current situation, we cannot guarantee that this will take place.

 We will be here if you have any questions throughout the whole process



CHILDREN WITH SEN/D

 If your child has a disability or special educational need that may affect the way they access the test, you need to 
discuss this with James Tibbles (Headteacher) and Carla Long (Inclusion Leader) as soon as possible.

 Any access requirements must made by the school by the end of June.

 If your child has an Education, Health Care Plan (EHCP) then the process is different and this should be discussed 
with Carla Long.

 When you register your child for the Kent Test online, you will need to confirm if you have discussed a request for 
access arrangements with your child’s school.



MATHS & ENGLISH TESTS

 The tests are multiple-choice with a separate answer sheet; they are marked by an automated marking machine

 The first test will be an English and Maths paper and will take approximately 1 hour

 Each section will involve a 5 minute practice exercise followed by a 25 minute test

 The English section will involve a comprehension exercise as well as some additional questions designed to test 
literacy skills

 Each paper is marked based on the number of questions correct and this provides a ‘raw score’

 These raw scores are then standardised. This means that the scores are weighted to reflect the child’s age at the 
time of taking the test. 



EXAMPLES OF QUESTIONS: MATHS



EXAMPLES OF QUESTIONS: ENGLISH



REASONING TESTS

 The second test will be a reasoning paper

 It will take about 1 hour, including the practice sections and questions

 It will contain a verbal reasoning section and a non-verbal reasoning section of roughly the same length

 The non-verbal reasoning will be split into short sections, administered and timed individually

 Each paper is marked based on the number of questions correct and this provides a ‘raw score’

 The raw scores are then standardised. This means that the scores are weighted to reflect the child’s age at the 
time of taking the test. 



EXAMPLES OF QUESTIONS: VERBAL REASONING



EXAMPLES OF QUESTIONS: SPATIAL REASONING



EXAMPLES OF QUESTIONS: NON-VERBAL REASONING



EXAMPLES OF QUESTIONS: NON-VERBAL REASONING



THE WRITING TASK

 There will also be a writing exercise which will not be marked but may be used by a local headteacher panel as 
part of the headteacher assessment stage of the process

 40 minutes will be allowed for the writing task, including 10 minutes planning time

 The quality of a child’s writing is viewed as a key factor when Headteacher panels assess a child’s suitability for a 
grammar placement



HEADTEACHER APPEAL PROCESS

 If a child does not meet the threshold in the Kent Test, there is still the ‘Headteacher Appeal’ process

 The school will only appeal for a place where we feel that there is sufficient evidence to support a grammar 
placement

 The Headteacher Appeal process takes place prior to ‘results day’ and we are not allowed to let you know if we 
are appealing or not



RESULTS DAY

 You will receive an email or a letter saying that your child has:

 Been assessed as suitable for a grammar school placement (G)

 Been assessed as suitable for a high school placement (H)

 Please do not ask us to give you your children’s results on Results Day, we can only discuss them the following 
day.

 If your child was not tested or was not assessed as suitable for a Kent grammar school, you can still apply for a 
Kent grammar school but your application will be turned down.

 You will then have the right to appeal to explain why you think grammar school is a suitable option for your child.

 This ‘Parental Appeal’ normally takes place in May



WHAT CAN YOU DO?

 Be realistic – different children suit different types of school

 Visit the secondary schools with your child. Secondary schools will be advertising their open days/evenings on 
their websites

 Involve your child in the decision making process

 Try to avoid placing pressure on your children – too many feel that they have ‘failed’ if they do not reach the Kent 
Test threshold

 Remember that we are here to help



KEY DATES

Monday 1st June 2020 Online Registration for the Kent Test opens

Wednesday 1st July 2020 Closing date for Kent Test registration

Tuesday 1st September 2020 School applications open

Thursday 10th September 2020 Kent Test Dates

Thursday 15th October 2020 Assessment decisions sent to parents/carers

Monday 2nd November 2020 Closing date for secondary school applications

Monday 1st March 2021 National Offer Day

Monday 15th March 2021 Places must be accepted/refused

Friday 26th March 2021 Deadline for appeals to be submitted



RESOURCES

Kent Test Familiarisation Booklet

https://www.kent.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0014/14513/Kent-Test-familiarisation-booklet.pdf

GL Assessment Familiarisation Materials

https://www.gl-assessment.co.uk/products/11plus-series-11-plus-practice-papers/11plus-familiarisation-
materials/

CGP Materials

https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/info/preparing-for-the-11-plus-with-cgp/free-11-plus-practice-tests

ElevenPlusExams

https://www.elevenplusexams.co.uk/

None of these links constitute an endorsement by the school or by any individual.



QUESTIONS?

Q: Will the procedure of allocation of secondary school places be the same as previous years or will it be different 
due to COVID 19 pandemic effects?

To the best of our knowledge, the allocation of secondary school places will go ahead as it has in previous years.

Q: Given the COVID-19 pandemic, will the Kent Test still go ahead?

We have been advised that “it is too early to confirm anything other than that provision will be made for children to 
be assessed so that Kent’s grammar schools can determine which of their applicants can be admitted”. 

In the absence of information to the contrary, we are assuming that the Kent Test will still take place on the planned 
date of Thursday 10th September.

As soon as the school receives any information, this will be shared with parents.



QUESTIONS?

Q: Given the disruption in education and children’s wellbeing, will there be any change in the way that the tests 
and/or appeals are managed?

At this time, we believe that the management of the tests will remain as it has in previous years. For us to change 
how the test is administered risks maladministration and nullifying results.

There has been no official response to how this will impact upon appeals but I would imagine that Headteacher 
Panels would have regard for this when considering appeals.

Q: Do you expect to see any changes or allowances in the process given the children have missed parts of the Y5 
curriculum?

No. The Kent Test does not assess the National Curriculum which is taught in school and therefore no allowances will 
be given in this regard.



QUESTIONS?

Q: Are the CATS test that is usually done prior to the Kent Test still going ahead?

The CATs have two purpose: (1) to inform parents in making a decision about a grammar school and (2) to support 
any Headteacher Appeal.

We hope that schools will open to children before July which means that Year 5 children will be able to take the CAT 
test. If not, these will be taken in September.

Q: Will schools still be holding open days?

These normally take place at the end of September and beginning of October. As far as we know, these will still take 
place although there may be procedures in place to limit the number of people at each ‘open day’.



QUESTIONS?


