
Maths Task 

Below the Top Tips are 3 separate tasks: 

• Task 1 focuses on the fluency of addition and subtraction using the formal written methods (column addition and column 

subtraction.) However, if you prefer to draw or build your calculations you can. Remember to set your calculations out clearly 

and as a challenge use the inverse (+ or-) to check your answers.   

• Task 2 focuses on problem solving. Highlight the key information in the questions to identify what operation (subtraction or 

addition) you need to use to calculate the answer. 

• Task 3 focuses on reasoning. When answering these questions, you will need to explain and justify your answer using workings 

out and examples to support you. 

At the end of each task, ask someone at home to check your calculations. Remember if you get one wrong, take the challenge of 

finding your own mistake and try it again in a green pen. 

Top Tips: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Column Addition 

Start with the ones. 

Add the numbers in the 

one’s column. 

If the answer is 10 or 

above carry the ten into 

the next column. 

Move your way along 

the columns and don’t 

forget to count the 

numbers that you have 

carried over! 

Check your answers. 

 

 

 

 

 

Column Subtraction 

Start with the ones. 

Subtract the numbers in 

the one’s column. 

If the number on top is 

smaller than the bottom 

number you need to take 

from the next column. 

Don’t forget to cross out 

the number in the column 

you have taken from and 

subtract one from it. 

Keep going in this way- 

see example 

 Check your answer. 

 

 

 

More on the 

floor take from 

next door, more 

on top, go don’t 

stop. 

 

 



 

Task 1 – Fluency 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Above are three - part whole models, have 

a go at making you own and writing the 

calculations that go with them. Challenge 

yourselves by using 2/ 3-digit numbers 

when you’re ready😊 You can use either 

method. 

 

 

Using the mathematical vocabulary (in the 

Top Tips section above) create your own 

addition and subtraction number 

sentences.  You can draw these if you 

need to and then write your sentences 

beneath. However you decide, make sure 

that you show your workings. Below are 

some calculations to add into number 

sentences if you prefer. 

23 + 16= 

617 + 124= 

325 + 99 = 

87 - 13= 

124 - 56= 

415 - 129= 

 

 

 

Practise adding and subtracting the 

numbers below.  You could work with 

someone at home. Your partner could 

write the calculation as a column 

addition or subtraction and you could 

model the calculation using drawings or 

apparatus.  Check your answers and if 

one of you make a mistake find it and 

try again. 

145 + 128 = 

___ = 237 + 456 

279km + 149km = 

___ = 546 + 365 

163 – 113 = 

282 – 165 = 

224 -  ____ = 105 

336 - ____ = 108 

Extra challenge - check your answers by 

using the inverse. 

 

 



 

Task 2 – Problem Solving 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What mistakes have been made in these 

column subtractions? 

 



 

Task 3 - Reasoning 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A bottle is full of 813 ml of orange juice.  

A glass has a capacity of 495 ml.  

813 ml - Can you pour two full glasses of 

juice?  

Give an estimate.  

Explain your answer. 

 

 

 
A) The total number of children in each 

school is equal. 

Without working it out, which school 

has more girls? 

How do you know? 

B) How many girls are there in school 

B? 

Show your workings and explain to 

someone at home how you worked it 

out.  

 

Explain how you know that you have all 

of the possible answers. 

 


