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Brookfields Parent Newsletter 5.06.26

Message from Head of School:

Dear Parents/Carers,

Welcome back to the final term of the academic year. | hope you all had a restful half term
and were able to enjoy some of the lovely sunshine with your families.

As always, this promises to be a busy and exciting term. Our Year 4 pupils will be completing
their Multiplication Tables Check, and our Year 1 children will be taking part in their Phonics
Screening Check—important milestones that celebrate the progress they have made this year.

We will also soon be preparing to say a fond farewell to our Year 6 pupils as they move on to
the next stage of their education. At the same time, all children will have the opportunity to
move up to their new year groups on our transition day. Further details about this will be

shared with you closer to 1st July.

Thank you, as always, for your ongoing support. We look forward to a successful and
memorable final term together.

Miss O'Rourke

Head of School

Mosque Car Park - Closed Next Week

Please be aware that next week the mosque car park will be closed due to special
celebrations taking place at the mosque, with the space needed to support these events.



We appreciate that this is not an ideal situation; however, | am confident that we will all
continue to work together to ensure parking remains safe.

Please remember not to park on the yellow lines outside school, as this is essential in helping
to keep our children safe.

| will notify parents as soon as the car park reopens for use.

Thank you for your continued support and understanding.

Reception - September 2026

We are delighted to share that our Reception cohort for September is filling up quickly! We
currently have 56 pupils registered, with a further 3 hoping to join us.

If you have a child due to start Reception this September and have not yet applied, please
ensure you do so as soon as possible to secure your place.

If you have any questions or need support with the application process, please contact the
school office on 0121 675 1897 —we are happy to help.

If you have already applied, and received your letter of confirmation, further
correspondence has been sent out to confirm open days. If you have not received this,
please contact the school office.




Important Information: Free School Meals Eligibility from
September 2026
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Important Information: Free School Meals Eligibility from September 2026

| would like to make you aware of an important change to Free School Meals eligibility, which
will take effect from September 2026.

From September 2026, there will no longer be an earnings limit for families in receipt of
Universal Credit. This means that if your family receives Universal Credit, you may be eligible
to claim Free School Meals for your child.

However, please note that a child will only receive Free School Meals where an application
has been made and eligibility has been verified by the Local Authority, these will be checked
on an annual basis.

If you are in receipt of Universal Credit, it is very important that you complete an application
before September 2026 to avoid your child not receiving Free School Meals when we return
after the summer break.

Please click on the link below and complete the application as soon as possible:

Online Free School Meals Application

If you have any questions, please contact the school office on 0121 675 1897

Even if your child is in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2, please ensure you apply.



https://apply.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/createpartnership
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Before the holidays, Mr Dyson, Mr Henson and | were busy interviewing for our new SENDCo
(Special Needs Co-ordinator). We know how important this role is within our school and, just
as importantly, how vital it is for you as parents to feel confident that there is strong
leadership in place to support our pupils with SEND at Brookfields and to continue moving
our provision forward.

I am delighted to share that Mrs Bibi-Aziz will be taking up the role from September. Mrs
Bibi-Aziz has been part of the Brookfields community for over 10 years and knows our pupils
and families exceptionally well. She has always had a real passion for SEND and has taught
across all key stages during her time here, giving her a deep understanding of the
expectations and needs of our pupils at every stage of their journey.

I know that many of you will already have worked with Mrs Bibi-Aziz—whether as your
child’s class teacher or through her role on the Senior Leadership Team—and will agree that
she is the right person to continue developing our provision and support for pupils with SEND.

Please join me in congratulating Mrs Bibi-Aziz on her well-deserved promotion. She will
officially take up the post in September.

Mrs Bibi-Aziz will be working closely with me this half term, and attending all annual reviews,
to ensure a seamless handover is in place as she takes up the post.

Repairs - School Entrance

We have started our repairs on the school office area. We are hoping to be back in action
soon.

We will keep you posted when this is sorted and the office area is back in use.



Thank you for your support and understanding with this.

Carers Week — Support and Local Events
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Carers Week is a national awareness campaign that recognises and celebrates the vital role
of carers, while also helping to raise awareness of the support available to them.

If you are a family member who provides care and support for someone, please look out for
information linked to Carers Week. There are a range of events taking place across
Birmingham for parent carers and young people who may be interested in attending.

These events are a great opportunity to access support, find out more about local services,
and connect with others in the community. Please see the leaflet for further details, or speak
to the school office if you would like additional information or support in getting involved.

Safeguarding - Water Safety

With the recent hot weather, there has sadly been an increase in incidents involving young
people getting into difficulty in the water, making it more important than ever that we
reinforce key safety messages. As part of this, the RNLI has launched its Float to Live



campaign, promoting a simple, life-saving technique to use if caught in trouble in the
water—particularly important as millions of people are expected to visit the coast this
summer. Although we are not by the sea, Birmingham has many canals and open water
areas, so it is vital our children understand how to stay safe; we encourage you to talk about
this at home and, if helpful, watch and discuss this short video together if you feel it is
appropriate for your child:

https://rnli.org/news-and-media/2026/may/19/rnli-launches-it-float-to-live-campaign-for-
2026

5 steps to know how to float

However you got there, if you end up in difficulty in the water, Float to Live.

7 1
Tilt your head back

submerging your ears.

2+ W
Relax
and control your breathing.
¥ <3
Move your hands and legs
to help you stay afloat.
4L i

Your legs may sink - that's 0K
everyone floats differently.

W «5
Find your float

by practising at a
supervised location.
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Online Safety

Online Safety Reminder — Snapchat Group Chats

We have recently seen an increase in concerns raised by children about group chats on
Snapchat outside of school. In some cases, conversations from these chats have been
brought into school and have led to conflicts within friendship groups.

We have supported the children involved and have spoken with parents where concerns have
arisen. We would like to ask all parents and carers to remind their children about the
importance of staying safe online. It is important that children understand that what they
say online should be no different to what they would say to someone face to face.

Please also check that your child is not part of any class or year group Snapchat groups
where unkind behaviour may be taking place.

Thank you for your continued support with this—we will, of course, continue to support
children in school. If you have any concerns about online safety, please do get in touch, as we
are always happy to help.
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Attendance and Punctuality Matter

Being in school every day and arriving on time plays a vital role in children’s learning,
wellbeing and long-term success. Each lesson builds on the last, and even small amounts of
lost time can make it harder for pupils to keep up, feel confident and fully engage with their
learning.

We would like to extend our sincere thanks to all parents and carers for your continued
support in ensuring your child attends school regularly and punctually. Your commitment
makes a real difference and is greatly valued.

If you have any concerns about your child’s attendance or punctuality, or if there are
circumstances that may be affecting their ability to attend school, please do not hesitate to
get in touch. Our team is here to help. Please contact the school office to arrange an
appointment with one of our Designated Safeguarding Leads (DSLs), who will be happy to
offer support and guidance.

Together, we can ensure every child has the best possible opportunity to thrive.
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Key Dates:

Wednesday 11th June 2026: Year 6 Boys Swimming (Focus on completing their 25
metres/water safety)

Monday 8th June 2026: Y1 Phonics Check Begins (1 week)

Tuesday 23rd June 2026: RSHE Parent Consultation Workshop 9am

Thursday 25th June 2026: Nursery Sports Day (9am - 10am)

Recognition Assembly - every Friday morning
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