
Y ear 4 Autumn 1 History Knowledge Organiser  

Bournville v. Aztecs and Mayas  

Article 29 (goals of education) Education must develop every child’s personality, talents  and abilities to the full. It must 

encourage the child’s respect for human rights, as well as respect for their parents, their own and other cultures, and the e nvironment. 
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In 1824, 

John 

Cadbury 

opened a 

grocer’s shop at 93 Bull 

Street, Birmingham.  

1831 -  John 

Cadbury 

opens 

factory in 

Crooked Lane  

By 1842 

John 

Cadbury was 

selling no 

less than 16 varieties of 

drinking chocolate and 11 

different cocoas! 

In 1847, the 

Cadbury 

brothers' 

booming 

business moved into a new, 

larger factory in Bridge 

Street in the centre of 

Birmingham. 

John's health 

rapidly 

declined and 

he finally 

retired in 1861, handing over 

complete control of the 

business to his sons, Richard 

and George Cadbury  

When the Bridge Street factory became too small, in 1878 the brothers found their 

new home. They chose a 14 ½ acre greenfield site between the villages of 

Stirchley, King's Norton and Selly Oak, about four miles south of central 

Birmingham. The site comprised a meadow with a cottage and a trout stream -  

the Bourn. The factory was initially going to be called, Bou rnbrook, after the 

cottage and Bournbrook Hall which stood nearby. But instead, 'Bournville' was 

chosen -  combining the name of the stream with 'vi lle', the French word for town. 

At Bournville, workers lived in far better conditions than they'd experienced in the 

crowded slums of the city. The new site had canal, train and road links and a 

good water supply.  
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