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Brookfields Weekly Newsletter

Brookfields Primary School
2 Hingeston Street, Birmingham, B18 56PU
Website: www.brookfields.bham.sch.uk email: enquiry@brookfields.createpartnership.org.uk

y Twitter: @BrookfieldsPril

Dear Parents/Carers,

Thank you for your support this week with ‘odd sock’” Monday which kick-started Anti-bullying week and your
generous donations for Children in Need on Friday.

We were so pleased to have so many parents attend our first parent committee meeting. The theme this time
was improving the school menu. Sarah Cash, our head chef came to the meeting to listen to parents’ ideas. She
will be making changes to the menu to reflect these ideas for January. We will share the new menus with you.
Please ensure you let the office know if your child has a packed lunch or school dinner so that we can prepare
the food accordingly.

The next parent committee meeting, run by parents, for parents, is on Monday 11" December at 8.45am.
Everyone is welcome to join.

Our next coffee morning which is a chance to chat to other parents in a warm, welcoming environment is on
Thursday 30" November at 8.50am. Feel free to bring biscuits/cake to share, we will have some craft activities
available for you to do.

Have a great weekend.

Mrs. L Mahony, Headteacher

Safequarding is everyone’s responsibility

See flyer below for support with safeguarding your children when using smart TVs

What Parents & Carers Need to Know about

'SMART TVs



http://www.brookfields.bham.sch.uk/
mailto:enquiry@brookfields.createpartnership.org.uk
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This will be a great opportunity to
bring our

community together to discuss

working asa Team to enable

our children to
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Parent Consultation about Admission arrangements

Every few years, schools consult about their admission arrangements, and it is that time for us here at
Brookfields. The consultation goes live on Monday 20 November 2023 and will end on Monday 8 January 2024.
Click/copy and paste the first link below to read the admissions policy and use the 2" link to comment on the
proposal.

If you have any questions about this, do come and speak to the office team.
Here is a link/URL, to where we have published a copy of our admissions arrangements on the Birmingham City

Council School Admissions website: Proposed Admissions Arrangements 2025/2026 | Determined admissions
arrangements 2023 | Birmingham City Council

Here is a link/URL, to where interested parties can comment on the proposed admissions arrangements on the
Birmingham BeHeard website during the consultation period: Proposed Admission Arrangements for
September 2025/2026 - Birmingham City Council - Citizen Space (birminghambeheard.org.uk)

Key Dates

Wednesdays: 3H Swimming lessons

Wednesdays 3.30 — 4.25: Homework club Y2 — Y6 (Complete a form at the office)
Thursday 30th November: Parent Coffee morning 8.50am

Monday 11*" December: Parent Committee Meeting 8.45am

Friday 22" December: Term Ends

Monday 8" January: Pupils return to school after the holiday



https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/info/20119/school_admissions/1063/determined_admissions_arrangements_2023/4
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/info/20119/school_admissions/1063/determined_admissions_arrangements_2023/4
https://www.birminghambeheard.org.uk/people-1/proposed-aa-2025-2026-1/
https://www.birminghambeheard.org.uk/people-1/proposed-aa-2025-2026-1/

AtNational Online Safety, we believe in empowering parents, carers and trusted adults with theinformation to hold aninformed conversation about online safety with their children, should they feel
itis needed. This guide focuses on one of many devices which we believe trusted adults should be aware of. Please visit nationalcollege.comfor further guides, hints and tips for adults.
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i\Nhat Parents & Carers Need tolknow/about

SMARI Vs

Smart TVs connect to the internet without the need for,a/setztop box or/streaming device, letting users access

arange of features through the TV,set itself: from on-demand.content'apps like BBC iPlayer;to streaming

services such as Netflix; as well connectingtosmartphones an

ther, wiiélé'égdevices‘ Most new,televisions

are internet enabled = so whetheryouire thinking ofupgrading your, hbm viewing systemor,buying'an

additional TV, for,your.child:s room}it's now/even/more!i ant;to cfc%é%lé’r the online safety,aspects:

AGE-INAPPROPRIATE
CONTENT

From Netflix to Disney+ to

Prime Video, there is a plethora
of streaming services available.
While these services offer content
catering for younger viewers, they
also provide material for more
mature audiences. If you don‘t have
parental controls set up on your
accounts, your child could find
themselves being exposed to shows
and movies with adult themes,
strong language and violence.
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The array of content available %\,
through smart TVs could lead to
your child spending excessive
amounts of time in front of the
screen. Not only can prolonged
screen time distract from important
activities such as schoolwork or
exercise, but experts have also
warned that endless hours in front of
the box can lead to heaith problems
including obesity, poor sleeping
patterns and depression.

»

REMOTE-CONTROL
RETAIL

Like many online devices, smart

Tvs facilitate digital purchases:
buying a new app or the latest
season of a favourite show, for
example. If your child has access toa
bank card and isn't restricted by
spending controls on the system,
they could run up a sizeable bill
lhrou?h asmart TV fairly quickly -
especially if they’re not quite ol
enough to fully appreciate the value
of money.

MAKE IT A FAMILY THING

Advice for

Family TV time is a great way to model the responsible enjoyment of

technolo

- showing your child how to use the smart TV safely for
when they're old enolugh to watch it independently. You could also
take this opportunity to establish some heaithy T
such as time limits on their daily viewing or how to make sure

&

boundaries,

they're only watching content that's appropriate for their age.

SET UP PARENTAL CONTROLS y

It's likely that your smart TV has built-in parental controls, which
not only let you filter out age-inappropriate shows, movies and

games but can also restric in‘upg ‘)

accidentally spend money througl

h

urchasing, so your child can‘t

e device. When you've enabled

these safeguards, have an open conversation with your child about
the reasons, helping them to understand the potential risks.

Meet Qur Expert

Carly Page s an experienced technology journalist with a track

record of more than 10 years in the industry. Previou

y

the editor

oftechtabloid The inquirer, Carly is nowa freelance technology

joumaist, editor and consultant

Y @natonlinesafety

I3 /Nationalonlinesafe
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UNCONVINCING
SECURITY

As Internet of Things (loT) devices,
smart TVs can be uniquely
vulnerable to attack. Experts warmn
that internet-enabled TVs tend not
to support high-level security
software, so you won't always be
able to download strong antivirus
programmes like you would on a
ghone or computer. Being targeted
y hackers could be deeply
upsettin:};\for your child, as well as
putting their personal data at risk.

ASILENTSPY? v

Some smart TVs already collect data
on users’ viewing habits and then
display targeted advertising based
on that personal information - while
there have also been reports of
internet-enabled TVs (and the apps
installed on them) bein? used to
‘eavesdrop’ on owners. In models
with a buift-in microphone (for
voice activation), third parties

could potentially listen in on
someone’s home life.

CONTACT rRom &
STRANGERS

Many smart TVs can be used for
web browsing, social media and live
streaming - all of which could allow
unknown users to contact your child
(or vice versa). If your child engages
with these functions of the TV, a
stranger could potentially discover
their contact information and
potentially then use it to obtain even
more sensitive personal details,
such as your home address.
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Much like with smartphones and tablets, apps can be

downloaded onto smart TVs: from free content platforms such as

BBC iPlayer to paid-for services like Prime Video. Most of these apps allow
ou to create a separate account for your child which has different settings
0 your own - suggesting more child-friendly material and reducing the

possibility of them viewing explicit content.

CONSIDER THE LOCATION

If you're concerned about the online safety hazards that a

smart TV might pose to your child, you could consider where in

your home you put the device. The safest option would be to place the
smart TV in a shared family space ~ so that an adult is usual ?« nearby and
able to supervise while your child’s watching it - rather than in the relative
privacy of a bedroom.
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@nationalonlinesafety d @national_online_safety

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 15.11.2023




Next week Year 2 staff will be selling raffle
tickets at the end of the day for £1 a strip.

Gliders will be on sale for 50p.
The draw will be on Friday 24™ November 2023.




