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WELCOME!
Welcome to youw as parents of a child about to start Reception class in Septemhber 2021.

If, after reading this, youw have any queries or wish to discuss anything with the class teacher,
please feel free to- contact the school office by telephone or email and we will happily arrange a

Mrs Jill Johnston
Mrs Johnston is the Reception class teacher.

Kerry Fitzsimmons

Kerry is the Senior Teaching Assistant supporting Mrs
Johnston in Receptiom.

Mrs Jenny Watkins

Jenny is our Forest School Leader who will run forest sessions
for Reception class once a week.




A BIT ABOUT EYFS

What is Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS)?

“The EYFS sets the standards that all early years' providers must meet to ensure that
children learn and develop well and are kept healthy and safe. It promotes teaching and
learning to enswre children's ‘school readiness’ and gives children the broud range of
knowledge and skills that provides the right foundation for good future progress through
sdwotamilife,." (Early Years Frumework)

Fouwr guiding principles shape pructice in Early Years settings. These are:

A Unique Child, - Every child is unique who is constantly learming and can be resilient,
capahle, confident and self-assured.

Positive Relationships - Children leawrn to be strong and, independent through positive
Enabling Environments - children learn and develop well in enwironments which respond, to
their individual needs and there is a strong partnership hetween practitioners and

parents/ carers.

Learning and Development — Children develop and learn in different ways. The framework




AREAS OF LEARNING AND DEVELOPMENT

years settings. All areas of learning and development are important and inter-connected. Three
areas, the prime areas, are particularly crucial for igniting children's curiosity and enthusiasm for
learning, and for building their capacity to leawn, form relationships and thrive.

The PRIME AREAS wre:

e Comumunication and language
e Physical development
e Personal, social and emotional development
Then there are four specific areas through which the prime areas are strengthened and,
applied.
The SPECIFIC AREAS are:
Literacy
Mathematics
Understanding the World,
Expressive Arts and Design

Each area of learning and development is implemented through planned, purposeful play and,

through a mix of adult-led and child-initiated activity. Play is essential for children's development,
building their confidence as they learn to explore, to think ahout problems, and relate to others.
The individual needs, interests, and stage of development of each child will be considered in order
to plan a challenging and enjoyahle experience for each child, in all of the areas of leaming and
development.

CHARACTERISTICS OF EFFECTIVE LEARNING

When planning and guiding children's activities, consideration will always he given to the different
wuays that children learn and, these will be reflected in classroom pructice. These are, essentially,
how children learn and are referred to as the ‘characteristics of effective learning’. They are:

Playing and exploring - children investigate and experience things , and ‘have a go’;
Active learning - children concentrute and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties, and
enjoy achievements; and,

Creating and thinking critically - children have and develop their own ideas, make links
hetween ideas, and develop strutegies for doing things.




THE THREE PRIME AREAS OF LEARNING

Communication and Language
By the end of the EYFS pupils will leam to:

e Listening, Attention and Understanding
o Listen attentively and respond to what they hear appropriately
o Make comments about what they have heard and ask questions to clarify their
understanding
Hold conversation when engaged in back-and-forth exchanges
e Speaking

o Offer explanations for why things might happen, making use of
recently introduced vocabulary from stories, non-fiction, rhymes
and poems when appropriate
o Express their ideas and feelings about their experiences using full sentences, including

Personal, Social and Emotional Development
By the end of the EYFS pupils will learmn to:

e Self-Regulation
o Show an understanding of their own feelings and those of others, and begin to
Set and work towards simple gouls, being able to wait for ~ *
when appropriate
Give focused attention to- what the teacher says,
responding appropriately even when engaged in activity,
e Managing Self
Becmﬁidmbtcrtry nwaotmues/and/showmdzpzndznw
Explain the reasons for rules, lmownghbfmmwrmg and try tcrbehuwaccordmgl,y
Manage their own hasic hygiene and personal needs, including dressing, going to the




Physical Development
By the end of the EYFS pupils will leamn to:

e Gross Motor Skills
Negotiate space and objects safely, with consideration for
themselves and, others

Demonstrute strength, balance and coordination when playing

Move energetically, such as running, jumping, dancing,
hopping, skipping and climhbing.
¢ Fine Mator Skills
o Hold a pencil effectively in preparation for fluent writing
o Use arange of small tools, including scissors, paint brushes and cutlery
o Begin to show accwracy and care when drawing




THE FOUR SPECIFIC AREAS OF LEARNING
Literacy
By the end of the EYFS pupils will learmn to:

e Comprehension
o Demonstrute understanding of what has been read to them by
o Anticipate — where appropriate — key events in stories
o Usaand,undustw*ld,mamtlg uﬂ:rcrducedvoca)mdwydurmg
during rote play
e Word Reading
Say a sound for each letter in the alphahet and at least 10
digraphs
Read words consistent with their phonic knowledge by sound-
blending
Read aloud simple sentences and hooks that are consistent with
their phonic knowledge, including some common exception words.
Writing
o Write recognisahle letters, most of which are correctly formed
Spell words hy identifying sounds in hem and representing the sounds with o letter
or letters B

Mathematics
By the end of the EYFS, pupils will learn to:

e Number
o Have a deep understanding of numbers to 10, Mudugmwmomnofwdm
numher
o Subitise (recognise quantities without counting) up to 5
o Automatically recall numher honds up to 5 and some numher honds
to 10, including double facts.
e Numerical Patterns
Verhally count heyond 20, recognising the pattern of the counting
system
Compare quantities up to 10 indifferent contexts, recognising whmomquunwg is
greater than, less than or the same as the other quantity
Explore and represent patterns within numhbers up to 10, including evens and odds,
double facts and how quantities can he distributed equally.




Understanding the World,
By the end of the EYFS pupils will leamn to:

e Past and Present

o Talk ahout the lives of the people around them and their roles in society

o Know some similarities and differences between things in the past |
and now, drawing on their experiences and what has bheen read
in class

o Understand the past through settings, characters and events

e People, Culture and Communities

o Describe their inmediate enwironment using knowledge from
ohbservation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps

o Know some similarities and differences between different religious and cultural
communities in this country, drawing on their experiences and B
what has been read in class

o Explain some similarities and differences hetween life in this
country and life in other countries, drawing on knowledge from
stories, non-fiction texts and — when appropriate - maps.

e The Natwral World,

o Explore the natural world around them, making observations and,

o Know some similarities and differences between the natural world,
around them and contrusting enwironments, drowing on their
experiences and what has heen read in class
Understand some important processes and changes in the natwral
matter.

Expressive Arts and Design
By the end of the EYFS pupils will learn to:

e Creating with Materials
Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques,
experimenting with colour, design, textwre, form and function
Share their creations, explaining the process they have used
narratives and stories

e Being Imaginative and Expressive
o Invent, adapt and recount narratives and stories with peers and
their teacher
Sing a range of well-known nwrsery rhymes and songs
Perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories with others, and, -
when appropriate - try to move in time with music




PEDAGOGY: HELPING CHILDREN TO LEARN

Children are powerful learners. Every child can make progress in their learming with the right
help.

Effective pedagogy is a mix of different approuches. Children learn through play, by adults
modelling, by ohserving each other, and through guided learmning and direct teaching.
Practitioners carefully organise enabling environments for high-quality play. Sometimes
join in to sensitively support and extend children's learning.

Children in the early years also learn through group work when practitioners quide their
learning.

Older children (i.e. in Reception) need more of this guided learning.

ENABLING ENVIRONMENT

A well-planned learming enwironment, indoors and outside, is an important aspect of an effective
pedagogy. In Reception there is an indoor classroom and an adjoining outdoor space, enabling
free-flow provision hetween indoors and outdoors. The indoor classroom is arranged, into areas of

provision to- accommodate the range of activities that go on, for example, role play, construction,
painting, @ maths area, a creative area, and a reading cormer. There is a ‘carpet area’ for large
group work.
PLANNING & ASSESSMENT

The cwrriculum content is carefully planned by the class teacher to meet the needs of each child in

opportunities will help, children to build, their learning over time. The cwrriculum is ambitious to
enahble all children to reach their full potential. Young children's learning is often driven by their
interests and so the planning is flexible in order to accommodate the particular interests and,

RECEPTION BASELINE ASSESSMENT (RBA)

There is o mandatory baseline assessment which must he completed within the first six weeks of a
“The RBA assesses a child in early mathematics, literacy, communication and language. The
purpose of the RBA is to form the starting point for cohort-level school progress measuwres. Data
from the RBA is compared to key stage 2 outcomes 7 years later to form the overall progress
measure for a school. The RBA is not used to- make judgements ahout early years provision, either
cuwrrent or retrospective. It is solely intended for use within the primary school progress measure.”

(quote from the Early Years Statutory Framework)




PRACTICALITIES

Uniform
All children must wear the school uniform. This consists of a white or red polo shirt, red
sweatshirt, dark trousers/skirt or pinafore and plain socks.
Sweatshirts, polo shirts, fleeces and jackets can be ordered from Mrs. Bryden in the office.
Book hags are also avuilable to order.
If children wear hair bows, these should be of reasonahble size.

Children will have one taught PE session each week, covering either game skills, gymnastics
or dance.

A bag will be provided by school for P.E kits (dark shorts and plain white or red, t-shirt)
which can be hung on your child's peg in the cloakroom (they will be retwmned at the end of
each half-term for washing). If youw wish to order a school PE kit, please contact Mrs.
Bryden in the office.

Pumps should remain in PE hags and should be well fitted. Plain colowred socks should also
be included to avoid rubbing.

Jewellery should not he worm on PE days for safety reasons. Please ensure your child is not
wearing earrings on PE days. You will be told which day your child will be doing PE in
advance.

Please encowrnge youwr child to- dress and undress him/herself at home. We expect children
to try themselves, but obviously always help if needed. It would be helpful if yow could put

easily managed clothes on youwr child on the days we have PE (no fiddly fastenings etc).

Nami
e Children are not the most reliahle when it comes to looking after items of clothing or putting
them somewhere safe. Therefore, could yow please ensure that ALL items of clothing are
clearly labelled with your child's name. This includes PE kits and, forest school clothing.
e Name tags are avuilable to pwrchase.

Toileti
Children are able to go to the toilet throughout the day when needed but we do encouruge
them to go hefore or after short focused carpet times.

Children in reception share the main school toilets with the rest of the school. They will he




Snack Times~ Fruit and drinks

Reception children are entitled to free school milk up until the age of 5. If you would like
yowr child to continue getting milk once they tum 5 please see Mrs. Bryden in the office.
An additional snack is provided each day, and a termly charge will be requested to cover
this cost. (a reminder will be sent by the class teacher at the heginning of each term).

Lunch times

School dinners for all Reception children are free and are served in the school hall.
Children have a daily choice of menw and go into lunch first. These menus will be sent to
yow online to be completed and retwmed.

It would be very heneficial to yowr child, if they had experience of using a knife and fork

on the main playground.

All Reception children are linked to-a Year 6 ‘Buddy’ who will help them to settle in during
mefmfwmsmmmmmmmwwmmmmm
children are confident with their new swrroundings and friends.

Phonics

We follow a structwred phonics program - Read, Write, Inc. The children really enjoy the
sessions and it has proved to be very effective for progress.

Short sessions are delivered every morming in appropriate groups and will eventually include
il lina and writing.




Forest School

Children will attend a forest school session every week which will be run by owr Forest
School leader, Jenny Watkins.

These sessions will take place at the school's private site (yet to be confirmed for the
academic year 2022/2023).

Where transport is required children will travel either on the school mini bus or in
staff/volunteer cars. All staff and volunteers are DBS checked.

Tapestry
Tapestry is an online learning tool which we use to record photographs and,

ohservations of yowr child throughout Nursery and Reception. If your child has
attended our school nuwrsery class, you should already have an account which will

continue for yowr child. If yowr child is new to the school, you will be given the
required information to start a new account. Please feel free to- add your own TAPESTRY

ONLINE LEARNING

comments and photographs of things they have heen doing outside of school. JOURNAL

Class Daojo

Class Dajo is an app we use throughout school and, is one of owr main forms ?

of contact with parents. Again, if yowr child has attended owr school nursery o
setting, they will most likely already be added to Class Dojo. If youw are not ClassDojo
yet connected, you will be given information ahout how to download the app

and sign up to yowr child's class.

Lots of information is added to class dojo such as event reminders and celebrations. Children will
he able to personalise their own dojo monster and you will be notified when your child has
received dojo points from their class teacher.




The School Day

9:00am Reception children will the reception classroom through the gate
leading to the reception outdoor area.

9:00am Register — please note the register closes at 9:10am.
9:05-9:20am Whaole class focus carpet time -

9:20-9:35am Phonics/English/Maths

9:35-11:20am Morning session including snack time, continuous provision and,
11:20-11:40am Tidy time and whole class story time

11:45 — 11:50am | Wash ouwr hands and lunch time hegins

11:50am-1pm Lunch time and outdoor activities (Buddy time)

1-3pm Afternoon session including one forest school session, one PE
3:15pm End of school day - children will be dismissed from the reception
class door. Please ensuwre you are visible to the class teacher.

How can yow help your child in their learming before they begin Reception?

Share hooks and talk about the pictures, characters and story.
Practice counting objects, play simple bowrd games together, singing numhber rhymes.

Encourage mark making for a pwpose, shopping lists, signing their name, writing
messages.

Make time to talk and listen to each other, discussing yowr day, exploring new experiences,
asking how and why questions.

Encouruge them to be independent in using a knife and fork, toileting and handwushing,
fastening their couts and getting dressed and undressed. We will continue to support this in
school so don't worry if they're not quite there with any of these things.

How can youw help your child in their learning during their Reception year?

e Read, read, read! We cannot promote the henefits of reading enough. Encourage your child
to read their school reading book (or any hook) as often as possible and make comments in
their reading record. Little and often is usually hest, unless they wish to read more.

e After a settling in period, children will be sent weekly homework tasks. The first term will




RECEPTION START DATE 2022
The first day of term for the Reception children will be Monday 5th Septemhber 2022.

TERM DATES 2022-2023

Autumn Term 2022

Monday 5th Septemhber — Wednesday 21 Decemhber
Half Term: Monday 24™ October — Friday 28™ Octoher

Spring Term 2023
Wednesday 4™ January - Friday 315 March
Half Term: Monday 20" February - Friday 24™ February

Summer Term 2023

Monday 17" April - Friday 21st July

Half Term: Monday 29" May - Friday 9™ June
Early May Bank Holiday Monday 1* May




