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BUCKTON VALE PRIMARY SCHOOL

MINUTES OF THE COVID-19 OVERSIGHT COMMTTEE
HELD VIRTUALLY ON 1 MARCH 2021


PRESENT:			Mrs Sarah Blake			Staff
				Mrs Jackie Brook			Co-opted
				Mr Matthew Hartley			Parent
				Mr Arron Leech				Co-opted
				Ms Jenny Ross				Parent
				Cllr Tafheen Sharif			Authority 
		Mrs Deborah Brown			Head Teacher
					
IN ATTENDANCE:	Mr Nick Whitbread			Parent - Chair
				Mrs Rachel Lees			Clerk to the Governing Board


IN ATTENDANCE:	Mrs Rachel Lees		Clerk to the Governing Board


Due to the coronavirus (Covid-19) pandemic the meeting had been arranged virtually via Zoom. 

1	Welcome 

The Chair welcomed governors to the meeting.  An apology was received from Mr Wayne Williams, Co-opted governor.

RESOLVED:	To consent to the absence of the above governor

2	Minutes of the Covid-19 Oversight Panel meeting – 10 February 2021

RESOLVED:	To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 10 February 2021

3	Head Teacher’s Update on current situation

The Headteacher explained that staff were very busy preparing for the return of all children on Monday 8 March 2021.  School would revert to the plans in place in autumn term 2020 which had been improved during the pandemic, and therefore staff felt confident that those plans would work when children returned to school.  The cleaning team rota would continue with the cleaners on site all day for the remainder of the academic year. 

Children would return on 8 March with staggered start and finishes.  The major focus of the curriculum would be on mental health.  Mrs Blake had been working with the teaching team and she explained that staff teams had been working together during lockdown which would continue.  Classes would come off timetable to address some wellbeing concerns and there would be more creative and mindfulness opportunities.  She acknowledged there were gaps to be covered, such as Y6 maths, but most teachers would recap on general skills and ease the children back into school.  
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A governor asked if there were any plans to reassess children on their return and the Headteacher responded that, although assessments had been purchased, she wanted to make sure that children were settled in school and give time for staff to identify if there were any other issues.  The Headteacher anticipated that some children had dealt with bereavements and some parents had contacted school about the loss of relatives. She was also aware that some children were very anxious about returning to school and were worried about friendship groups and issues on social media.  Staff needed to get to know the children again on their return and deal with different thoughts and feelings.  Children needed to be suitably supported and the Headteacher would ensure that every teacher was on Catherine Best’s “Helping children with loss” programme.  There would also be some PERMA work going on in school.   

A governor asked if staff were satisfied with how children were tracked and the Headteacher responded that staff had a very good understanding of children who would be significantly behind for various reasons, including those children who were disengaged.  Covid catch-up funding had been earmarked for some children.   Staff had been cautious in their approach to spending to ensure that it was right for the children and Third Space Learning had been an excellent tool for learning.  The Headteacher explained that 75% of the course was paid for by the government and school had to find the remaining 25%, which was paid from catch-up funding.  Fifteen children had taken part in Third Space Learning with 75% paid; school then chose another 15 children which would be 100% match funded. The Headteacher hoped to increase the number of children receiving support when children returned full-time.    

A governor commented that schools needed to apply for more catch-up funding.  The Headteacher espoinded that she had an appointment with the National Tutoring Trust for English, with a focus on reading and spelling.  

The Headteacher had prepared a Covid catch-up report which will be shared at GB on 10 March 2021.

4	Review of Risk Assessment 

See minute 3 above.  Mrs Blake reminded governors that Mrs Lister had requested a change to the tables in the Y1 classroom in December 2020 and staff wanted to know if other classes could also work with grouped tables.  This would be included on the risk assessment.  Some head teachers had gone back to table arrangements (rather than rows) but the Headteacher wanted some clarity from Tameside before 5 March.  A governor commented that the table arrangements would change how close contact was logged but the whole class would go home if there was a positive case, whether they were in rows or grouped. 

A governor asked if the Headteacher would contact Tameside regarding the management of summer schools.  She stated it was unacceptable to place any more stress on school staff and wanted schools to have clear plans from the Director of Education.  The Headteacher had emailed Tameside on 1 March and commented that Mr Williams of Tameside Sports Coaching/Inspire,was willing to provide support for summer camp.  However, there needed to be a balance between catching up and mental health as summer was supposed to be a break for the children too.  Governors acknowledged there would be health and safety responsibilities to be agreed which would be down to the provider and their insurance.  A governor commented that she expected Tameside to wait for national guidance.  

RESOLVED:	To approve the risk assessment

5 	Parental Queries

See minute 3 above.  A governor thanked staff for the excellent lessons during lockdown were brilliant and commented on the uplifting and amusing masked storyteller.  She felt that providing opportunities for humour was very welcome.  

6	National and Local Guidance

See minute 4 above.

7	To agree the date of the next Covid-19 Oversight Panel meeting

RESOLVED:	Monday 15 March 2021 at 9:00 via Zoom


	Meeting details
	

	Time started
	1700

	Time finished
	1735





ACTIONS ARISING FOLLOWING THE COVID-19 OVERSIGHT PANEL MEETING HELD VIRTUALLY ON 
1 MARCH 2021

	Min
	Resp
	Action
	Audience

	7
	Governors
	Note date of next meeting
	15.3.2021
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