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Curriculum intent, implementation and impact policy
Curriculum: Intent, Implementation & the Impact

Our curriculum has a clear purpose and is focused around excitement and love for learning. We aim to ensure that learning is bespoke to the needs of our learners and demonstrates a strong understanding about specific needs to succeed in life. 

Intent - What are we trying to achieve here with, and through, the curriculum?
Intention 1: Develop our learner’s learning (Our head and body: what we learn)

To develop the appropriate subject specific knowledge, skills and understanding as set out in the National Curriculum and beyond, so that children can flourish, reach and exceed their potential academically, physically and artistically.

Intention 2: Develop the character of our learners (Our heart and character: who we are when we learn)

To develop learners to have a holistic set of values that prepares them for life in the modern world in a diverse and ever changing community and work place.

Intention 3: Develop behaviours and habits to become effective learners (Our actions and attitudes: how we act when we learn)

To develop the behaviours learners need to succeed in the world such as concentration, perseverance, imagination, co-operation, the enjoyment of learning, self-improvement and curiosity.

Intention 4: Develop the moral compass of our learners (Our place in the community and wider world: who we are)

To understand spirituality in themselves and others, develop social skills and understand society, build a firm set of personal morality, and to engage in the culture they live in and understand the cultures of others.

Curriculum Implementation
Our curriculum will be implemented with our intentions as the drivers behind our actions.  By ensuring we think about what we learn, who we are when we are learning, how we act when we learn and who we are in the world, we build happy, resilient, successful, good citizens. Our implementation plan ensures our curriculum keeps us focussed on these areas.

at Buckton Vale Primary School  School we have the National Curriculum, which we use as a starting point but at the heart of this is learners being exposed to quality experiences and lessons with a large element of choice and need for independent thinking.  Learning opportunities are used ahead of teaching to enable learners to become immersed in their own learning. Visits and enrichment clubs allow learners even greater opportunities to find and develop their individual interests and personal talents. Buckton Vale invites visitors into school to help at regular opportunities to bolster our offer and deepen experiences further.  

Intention 1: Develop our learner’s learning
Our promise to our learners: Over and above any of our national curriculum learning, we promise holistic childhood experiences throughout their journey at Buckton Vale Primary School. 
These are promoted through personalised year group learning journeys that start in the Early Years and progress through to Key Stage 2. Examples include: Learn to light a fire; climb a mountain; perform to an audience; learn an instrument; see a play; visit a library; run an enterprise business and many more.

In KS1 and KS2 we use the White Rose material, Power Maths and Classroom Secrets for our daily maths lessons and we assess using standardised materials alongside teacher assessment. 

In writing we use a narrative curriculum approach to learning. We look at comprehension skills, grammar skills, writing planning and extended writing each week. This regular routine enables the learners to build up competency. We complete an ‘Independent Golden Writing’ every three weeks and use progression and assessment grids created in line with KS1 and 2 writing outcomes.  Formal letter formation is encouraged from EYFS In order to allow learners to have a consistent approach to handwriting and presentation.

We use whole class narrative and talk partners for Guided Reading which is based on topic links, development of language, fluency and comprehension.  We have a progressive and varied reading curriculum, which includes RWI phonic based texts in reception and KS1; it also covers all genres and allows learners a chance to choose books for enjoyment linked to their development stage.  
Learners have regular access to the library as an additional resource to enhance the love of reading. The Library provides learners with the space and time to make choices about books, and to discover authors and texts they might not get chance to look at outside of school. We have spent time ensuring the library environment is prepared to encourage a love of learning.  Additional to this our learners engage in cross phase shared reading. We encourage a ‘reading buddy’ system where older children support younger children to read and provide another opportunity to foster the love of reading from a young age. 
Primary Foundation Subjects 
Our teachers plan foundation subjects using progressive skills and knowledge.  Learning is checked against these to ensure progression and understanding. Teachers keep a record of how learners are achieving and intervene effectively and collaboratively to close any skills or knowledge gaps.

Our teachers plan a wide variety of offsite educational visits, including residential. Visitors are also invited into school as a way of enhancing subject knowledge and providing the learners with real life experiences. 

Intention 2: Develop the character of our learners   
We follow a Values Based Learning curriculum in the school, which explores values that are critical for us to understand in modern Britain and beyond. Each day, our school community models, teaches and promotes our school values. We believe these are needed to enable us to become good citizens of the world. We think carefully about our values, explore it in learning and demonstrate this whenever we can.

Our teachers ask learners to undertake positions of responsibility around the school, as we believe that children understand values by seeing them in action in others. These include:  Peer Mediators; School council; Sports Leaders; Eco Leaders; Rock Star Managers, Reading buddies and Librarians. 
Intention 3: Develop behaviours and habits to become effective learners
Teachers design learning opportunities that look for ways to develop good learning behaviours. At Buckton Vale Primary School, we understand that learning about Growth Mindset helps us to be better learners! In our curriculum, we ask learners to look for ways to develop concentration, perseverance, imagination, co-operation, the enjoyment of learning, self-improvement and curiosity. For example, in the curriculum we try to frame our learning around questions: Where do the leaves go in winter? Will you ever see the water you drink again? How do I know I’m being good? 
The staff at Buckton Vale Primary School notice when children are showing great learning behaviours. We award certificates for this in our regular celebration assembly. When we work as a team, we collect dojo points. Special Achievers are celebrated half termly with certificates, and our teachers send postcards to parents when they notice great behaviour. Our values are on stickers and these are given out in our books for excellent learning habits. The head teacher gives out stickers and postcards for recognised determination to improve learning. 
Intention 4: Develop the moral compass of our learners
When planning the curriculum teachers think not just about what children should learn and how they should learn it, but also how they can bring in an understanding of morality and the wider world. They do this through:

· SMSC is planned for and highlighted to us by our teachers across the curriculum. We learn about new beginnings in life, going for goals, getting on and falling out, changes and relationships, Internet Safety, Philosophy for children to understand extremism and terrorism in the world etc. We believe his helps us understand our place in the world.
· They ensure that in our half termly learning, they think about how to challenge stereotypes. For example in EYFS, when we learn about toys, our teachers ask leaners “Do we have girl’s and boy’s toys?”; when we learn cooking skills, we think about who prepares the food in our own homes. In Key Stage 2, we learn about refugees, both historical and modern, thinking about why it happens and what motivates this. Our teachers identify positive role models that challenge stereotypes for us to learn about.

· Inviting in people from local groups such as the local Islam representative to tell us about their faith and share Islamic learning. We work with lots of local religious groups to get a good understanding of the beliefs of others.
· We work with local community groups such as visiting the local residential home, working with local charities, collecting and raising money for charities, working with other schools in our MCSP partnership and beyond. 

· We aim to increase our children’s engagement with activities that benefit other members of the community and beyond.

Impact
What do we hope will be the impact of our curriculum and how do we measure it?
The teacher mind set places the child back at the centre of curriculum and makes teachers think "What will the experience be for the learner and how can we make the absolute most of each element?" We believe our curriculum is beginning to produce learners who must and can, think for themselves, be resilient and face challenges with strategies to overcome and progress.
Intention 1: Develop our children’s learning
We strive to ensure that our children’s attainment in core, foundation subjects and KS1 and KS2 is in line with or exceeding their potential when we consider the varied starting points of children. We measure this carefully using a range of materials, but always considering Age Related Expectations. We intend that the impact is that children will be academically and physically prepared for life in high school and in Modern Britain and the world.

Intention 2: Develop the character of our learners  

The impact will be that our learners will have fully rounded characters with a clear understanding of complex values like equality, friendship, trust and many others. Only by really learning what these mean will our learners be able to develop a character that prepares them for living in the community demonstrating tolerance and equality. We measure this not just by the work our children produce, but in the behaviours we see each and every day in all learners on the playground, in corridors, and in the many roles we give them. The impact of this intention is seen in the daily interaction of all members of our community, including staff and children.

Intention 3: Develop behaviours and habits to become effective learners
The impact we intend to achieve by developing this intention is seen by how the children approach challenges every day. This could be on the playground, in a game or disagreement, or in class in a complex learning challenge. The impact should be that children don’t give up, are highly motivated to succeed and achieve and are equipped with all the personal skills to do this.

Intention 4: Develop the moral compass of our learners
Our learners will be motivated by a strong personal sense of morality. They will make decisions for the right reasons and in the best interests of their community. They will be able to decide what is right and what is wrong, and will be resilient to the influence of others. They will go out into the world and make a difference in their own life and to others. Our learners will be the owners of their own destinies.

 

Review
The effectiveness of this policy statement will be reviewed and discussed at a staff meeting in the summer term of 2021. Revisions will be made accordingly. Although regular meetings will be held throughout the year to gage an awareness of how things are progressing. 
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