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Intent  
At Burrowmoor Primary school, we aim for our children to have a sense of pride as they work towards 
gaining their continuous cursive handwriting style. We use the Letter-join programme as the basis of 
our handwriting policy and this covers all the requirements of the National Curriculum. Handwriting is 
a basic skill that influences the quality of presented work throughout the curriculum. We intend that 
all pupils will have the ability to produce fluent, legible and, eventually, fast paced joined-up 
handwriting, and to understand the different forms of handwriting used for different purposes. 
 
For every child to develop a neat, legible, speedy handwriting style using continuous cursive style 
which gives them a sense of pride. 
 
Curriculum Implementation  
At Burrowmoor Primary School, we use the Letter-join programme as a basis to develop the children’s 
continuous cursive handwriting style (see appendix 1).   
 
EYFS 
In Reception, the children are provided with activities that develop their fine motor skills such as mark 
making using a variety of resources and media. 
 
Alongside the daily discrete phonic lessons that are taught every day for 20 minutes, the children are 
taught how to form the letters that are taught. 
 
Year 1 and 2 
Daily 15-minute Letter-Join lessons to cover: 

 Gross and fine motor skills exercises. 

 Cursive handwriting reinforcement, learning and practice. 

 Numerals, capitals and printed letters: where and when to use, learning and practice. 

 

Key Stage 2: 

Twice weekly 30-minute Letter-Join lessons to cover: 
 Re-enforcement of cursive handwriting. 

 Form-filling/labelling using printed and capital letters. 

 Dictation exercises to teach the need for quick notes and speedy handwriting writing. 
 
Correct Posture and Pencil Grip 
The children will also be taught the correct posture and the correct way to hold their pencil. Both 
right and left handed children should be encouraged to use the tripod grip which allows the pen or 
pencil to be held securely whilst allowing controlled movements of the pen or pencil nib. 



 
 

 
 
Inclusion 
Children whose handwriting is limited by problems with fine motor skills, including left-handed 
children, and children with special educational needs, will be given support through the use of pencil 
grips to Intervention programmes to help achieve their optimum handwriting level. 
 
Pens and pencils 
Children start handwriting using a pencil. Children transition to handwriting pens when the class 
teacher assesses their writing and they consistently write using fluent and legible continuous cursive 
handwriting. The children will be formally given a pen licence and a black pen which is theirs to keep 
and use in their books. 
 
Marking and Feedback 
Marking and feedback is regular, including live-marking.  This helps children to understand where 
they have been successfully and what their next steps are. Any common mistakes are addressed and 
picked up in the next lesson either whole class, in small groups or individually. 
 



Moderation 
Handwriting is moderated internally across year groups by teachers and Phase Leaders, across school 
by the English team, by the Trust through book scrutiny. Writing is externally moderated in local hubs 
and within the Trust teams and handwriting will be one aspect they will look are to ensure that our 
judgements are sound and in line with Government expectations. 
 
Impact  
Children will write legibly, fluently and with increasing speed in continuous cursive handwriting using 
the appropriate joins. 
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