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Opening up the world for our children and families 

Intent  
 
At Burrowmoor Primary School, we believe that in order to fully experience the joy of the world 

around them, our children must have the opportunity to become fluent in reading and writing. 

Through the world of books, their world will be opened.  

Our aim is for our children to read fluently with understanding and to be able to use this skill to 

engage with authors and texts of all kinds. Reading for pleasure is promoted in our school and 

in order for a child to be able to read for both pleasure and purpose, they must be able to 

decode and recognise words fluently and automatically. At Burrowmoor Primary School, high 

quality, systematic phonics teaching is the prime approach used to ensure that all children 

become fluent readers by the end of KS1. We intend to develop and nurture a love of reading in 

all of our children so that there are no boundaries to their life long literary journey.  

Implementation 

Phonics is the process that is used to help children break down words into sounds, as well as 
building letter and word recognition. Children learn to segment words to support their spelling 
ability and blend sounds to read. 

The nature of synthetic phonics is: As we teach Reading we also teach Spelling. 

Reading involves breaking words into separate sounds and blending them together to read the 
word. Spelling however is the opposite; listening for the sounds in the word and representing 
them with a letter.  

Through the systematic approach of synthetic phonics, we aim to teach children: 

 That spoken words are composed of sounds, and that letters represent these sounds. 
 That spelling involves listening for the sounds in words and representing it with a letter or 

letters. 
 That there are different ways each sounds can be represented. For example, the sound 

/ay/ as in ‘apron’ can be spelled: ‘ay’ like in ‘pay’, ‘ai’ like in ‘paid’, ‘a’ like in ‘apron’, ‘eigh’ 
like in ‘eight’ and so on. 

 To try the spelling choices for a word and decide which one looks right. 

Teaching and Learning of Phonics and Spelling in EYFS and KS1 

 

All phonic lessons in EYFS and KS1 are taught following the Letters and Sounds document 

alongside the actions from ‘Jolly Phonics'. Jolly Phonics is a synthetic approach to teaching, 



which uses actions for the 42 letter sounds and is a multi-sensory method to aid children’s 

memory of the written grapheme. 

 

The Letters and Sounds programme is devised in six phases. We have adopted the suggested 

daily teaching sequence set out in ‘Letters and Sounds’; Introduction, Revisit and Review, Teach, 

Practise, Apply and Assess learning against criteria. 

The ‘Apply’ stage allows teachers to contextualise the learnt phonemes or high 

frequency words within broad and rich reading material. 

Teaching is multi sensory, encompassing simultaneous visual, auditory and 

kinaesthetic activities to enliven core learning. Phonics is taught in short, briskly 

paced sessions and applied to reading and writing in a meaningful context.  

Activities are differentiated to children’s abilities and interests, and classroom 

environments have age appropriate supporting materials concentrating on both sounds and key 

words. These resources are consistent throughout Reception and KS1 classrooms and all phonic 

learning environments.  

 

Reception: 

 

 Daily discrete phonic lessons every day for at least 20 minutes. 

 Whole class teaching of phase 2,3 and 4. In addition to this, intervention groups for 
those children who are not secure in whole class phase. Pre-teach sessions delivered to 
identified children to support their accessing of whole class teach. 

 Letters and Sounds assessments carried out at the end of every half term, supported by 
ALT phonic pack. 

 Intervention log in place. 

 Parents invited to ‘introduction to phonics’ session and explain how best to support 
learning effectively at home. 

 Home reading books, appropriate to the phonic phase children are working at, are sent 
home twice a week at least. Children’s levels are in line with the phonic phase within 
which they are working and relevant to the grapheme being taught. 

 By the end of Reception, children are expected to be at least secure in Phase  
3.  

 

 

 

 



Year One: 

 

 Children assessed on entry to Year One using Letters and Sounds (ALT pack) and then 
placed into smaller teaching phases. 

 Daily discrete phonics lessons every day for at least 30 minutes with 15 minutes 
additional guided reading taught within their phonics phase. 

 Children set according to the phase they are working within and these are adjusted 
regularly based on ongoing assessments; both formative and summative. 

 Interventions carried out by class TA for those children who need consolidation of the 
day’s Phonic learning for example flash class, revisiting. 

 Home phonic activities sent home for additional practise of the graphemes and tricky 
words for those identified children who are making slower progress. Parents/carers are 
expected to assist their child with the daily practise. Contact with parents support this. 

 Home reading books, appropriate to the phonic phase children are working at, are sent 
home twice a week at least. Children’s levels are in line with the phonic phase within 
which they are working and relevant to the grapheme being taught. 

 Children are heard read regularly and more so for those children who identified as not 
reading at home and where the reading ability does not match the phonic phase being 
taught. 

 By the end of Year One children to be secure in at least Phase 5. Personalised 
interventions in place for those children identified from assessments. 

 

Year Two: 

 

 At the beginning of Year Two, children are taught from the spelling objectives 
from the National Curriculum or the relevant phase from Letters and Sounds in which 
they were working at the end of Year One.   

 Year 2 children who did not pass the year 1 phonics screening test, will be taught in 
small groups by a TA at a separate time, working on gaps in their knowledge and 
retested throughout the year. This is in addition to their Spelling lesson within their 
class. 

 

Key Stage 2 phonics: 

 

 For those children who did not meet the Year one phonics screening test in Year 2, Code 
X will be taught in small intervention groups. These children will be heard read regularly 
by an adult.  



 Interventions will be delivered by an appropriate teaching assistant at least twice a 
week in addition to daily English lessons. 

 Phonically decodable reading books are available for these children that have KS2 
content and longer text. (Hi-lo books) 

 

 

Monitoring 

 

Children’s progress in developing and applying their phonic knowledge will be 

carefully assessed and monitored. Teachers use daily phonics sessions to monitor 

children’s progress and assess children through their writing and reading. This 

monitoring is triangulated with their assessments in other reading and writing skill 

areas to make judgments about their attainment and progress overall. 

 

All children are required to take part in the statutory Phonics Screening at the end of 

Year 1. The Screening involves reading 40 words; a mixture of real and pseudo 

words with the class teacher. The pseudo words are built with phonic strings the children have 

previously learnt. In some cases, children will be exempt from this screening where there is an 

identified Special Educational Need. 

 

Children who require additional support 

 

Where children are not making progress at the same rate as their peers, additional 

support is given at their level either one to one or in a small groups as appropriate- please see 

year groups above for detail. Identification is timely and support is individually planned.  

 

Children who do not use phonics as their prime approach to reading 

 

We recognise that whilst phonics is the prime approach for most children when 

reading, there are a number of ways by which to decode a text. These include strong 

word recognition/recall and using contextual clues. These are developed and 

reinforced during guided/whole class reading sessions, and through all daily English 

sessions. 

 

Supporting children with phonics at home 



 

Parents in Reception will be invited to an ‘introduction to phonics’ workshop (reading and 

writing) run by Burrowmoor staff in the autumn term to offer guidance in how best to support 

their children with their phonics learning at home.  

Parents in Years 1 and 2 whose children are working below the expected standard will be 

invited to a ‘helping with phonics at home’ meeting. Extra resources such as targeted flashcards 

will be provided to support the practising of phonics at home and will be monitored in school so 

as to provide ongoing individual interventions.  

 

Links to materials 

Letters and Sounds- DfE 2007 

Jolly Phonics- www.jollylearning.co.uk 

 
Impact 
 
By following a systematic approach to the teaching of synthetic phonics, supported by quality 
and timely interventions where necessary, we expect all of our children to be able to read 
fluently by the time they leave our school and make the transition to the next stage of their 
education. 
 

http://www.jollylearning.co.uk/

