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Opening up the world for our children and families 

 

 

 

Intent  

At Burrowmoor Primary School our aim is: 

‘To make every child a reader and to foster a life-long love of reading’ 

We will engender an interest in and a love of books, encouraging children to become both 

attentive listeners and independent and reflective readers. We aim to develop reading 

strategies and skills: Accuracy, fluency, understanding and responses to texts, to enable 

children to access books at their level and of varying types- both fiction and non-fiction.  

Our school is determined that every pupil will learn to read, regardless of their background, 

needs or abilities and that all pupils, including the weakest readers, will make sufficient 

progress to meet or exceed age-related expectations. We have introduced a robust, consistent 

approach to the teaching of reading to ensure this. As such, all children who may have special 

educational needs and/or additional needs are identified and provided for as early as possible 

and reading inventions suitably matched and delivered.  

We intend to open up the world to our children by teaching them to read fluently for both 

pleasure and meaning. 

 

Implementation  

Phonics and Early Reading 

Please see separate Phonics Policy for Reading in Reception and Year 1.  

 

Teaching Reading 

At Burrowmoor School, from Year 2 to Year 6, we teach Reading using a whole class approach. 

Teaching Reading as a whole class allows children to access a range of different texts whilst 

developing comprehension, inference and core reading skills in line with the National 

Curriculum and the content domains of the Statutory Assessment Tests at the end of KS1 and 

KS2. High quality texts are chosen to link with topics where possible and are pitched at slightly 

above Age Related levels.  

 



In our school, whole class Reading follows the VIPERS model (Vocabulary, Inference, Prediction, 

Inference, Explain, Retrieval and Sequencing (KS1) / Summarise (KS2) and these correlate to the 

content domains. These skills are taught explicitly within lessons and all children in these year 

groups are aware of their meaning and the associated tasks that accompany them. We see this 

teaching methodology as a systematic way of building children’s ability to answer the questions 

from each domain of the statutory tests. 

In Years 2 and 6, whole class Reading takes place every day, in Years 3,4 and 5, twice weekly. 

We also intersperse the VIPERS lessons with stand-alone CGP/Rising Stars comprehensions to 

prepare the children for test type texts where the text will be unknown to them. All children, 

regardless of their reading ability, engage with the whole class text. The questions may be 

differentiated, or the support available different, but the overriding aim is for all children to be 

exposed to and understand in context the highest level of vocabulary and prose being taught. 

Accelerated Reader 

At Burrowmoor, we use Accelerated Reader as an independent way for children to progress on 

their Reading journey. All children from Year 2 to Year 6 can access this and some children from 

Year 1 if their teacher carries out the appropriate assessments and feels that it would be 

beneficial to the individual child. Accelerated Reader is a useful tool for monitoring reading of a 

variety of genres and the children have ownership of their choices which feeds into our aim to 

‘foster a life-long love of reading’.  

 

Interventions / Support 

Those children that have been identified as working below age related expectation or at risk of 

not achieving this, are heard read individually daily by TA in KS1 and frequently in KS2. Children 

not being heard read at home are identified through Reading Records, and Reading groups 

established. These are led by teachers and take place before and after school to encourage the 

children to read for pleasure. 

In KS2 we use ‘Project X Code’ to support children who are not yet at the expected standard in 

order for them to be able to continue to develop their phonic and comprehension skills whilst 

reading engaging books at an appropriate level.  

 

Powerful Words Project 

At Burrowmoor, we know that for our children to develop as rounded individuals who are ready 

for the world beyond Primary Education, they need to have a wealth of vocabulary that they 

are able to employ to the best effect.  

 



Without enough language – a word gap – a child is seriously limited in their enjoyment of 
school and success beyond.  

Source: Jane Harley, Why Closing the Word Gap Matters: Oxford Language Report, 2018 
 

As a result of this, and in conjunction with the Powerful Words project, we are using the Mrs 

Wordsmith resources to introduce three new words each week to every class in KS2 and as 

many as are relevant from Nursery to Year 2 in order to build and consolidate tier 3 vocabulary 

and language amongst our school family.  

We are introducing the idea of concept words that thread through our curriculum – the ability 

to read and understand these will further enhance our children’s knowledge and understanding 

of the world around them, thus opening up their world. 

Oracy 

As a school, we see Oracy as an integral part of Teaching Reading as the exploratory talk 

involved deepens understanding. 

Please see our separate Oracy Policy.  

 

Assessment 

Children’s reading is assessed by teachers using a range of strategies, both formative and 

summative to identify strengths and areas of development for all children.  

Reading assessments, to include Salford, SAT papers and PiXL tests, are carried out according to 

our School and Trust assessment calendar. Teacher assessments for all Year groups are 

recorded every half-term and Trust Reading reviews are carried out to ensure that assessments 

made are robust.  

 

Moderation  

Reading is moderated internally across year groups by teachers and Phase Leaders, across 

school by the English team, by the Trust through work and data scrutiny, externally in local hubs 

and within our Trust teams to ensure that our judgements are sound and in line with 

Government expectations.  

 

Reading for Pleasure 

Our school aim is for all children to be able to and to want to read for their own enjoyment. To 

develop this culture across all classes and areas, the following are in place: 



 

 Reading areas are easily identifiable in all classrooms, are inviting for children and 

contain books relevant to current topics.  

 Each teacher reads their class novel for at least 15 minutes every day – this time is ring-

fenced and always happens allowing children to enjoy the text.  

 Specific Oracy teaching within Reading lessons is embedded as a way of engaging 
children and deepening understanding of the texts. 

 World Book Day is high profile and celebrated across the school and with the wider 

community.  

 All staff are readers and advocates of Reading – children know and respond to this.  

 

Impact   

Our children will be able to read unknown texts, both understanding and interrogating them by 

drawing on all taught strategies from YR through to Y6.  VIPERS will be embedded from Year 2 

to Year 6, referencing the content domains of the National Curriculum tests thus enabling 

children to approach external testing with confidence. The acquisition of new and high level 

vocabulary will open literary doors to all children and encourage them to read books that may 

have previously seemed beyond their reach.  

We believe that once children have these necessary foundations, their journey in reading will 
continue through rich reading experiences that will both engage and further develop their skills 
as reader, opening up the world through the media of words.  
 

 


