
Welcome to Reception
2026-2027



Children are taught through play and exploration. We encourage 

children to choose their own activities and learn independently. Children are 
also taught by an  adult during planned small group activities and whole class 
tasks. We plan through children’s interests. 
Throughout the year your child will be one of our focus children, we will ask 
what you would like us to focus on and we’d like to include any interests your 
child may have. 



Curriculum

• Prime Areas

• Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

• Communication and Language

• Physical Development

• Specific Areas

• Literacy

• Mathematics

• Understanding the World

• Expressive Arts and Design



Characteristics of Effective Learning

Playing and Exploring 
(Engagement)
 Finding out and exploring

 Playing with what they know

 Being willing to ‘have a go’

Active Learning 
(Motivation)
 Being involved and concentrating

 Keeping trying

 Enjoying achieving what they set 
out to do

Creating and Thinking 
Critically (Thinking)
 Having their own ideas

 Making links

 Choosing ways to do things



Early Learning Goals



The Importance of Talk

Thrive by Five

Research shows the importance of strong interactions 
between adults and children make a BIG difference to 
how well communication and language skills develop. 

In school, all adults are 
trained to use the ShREC 

approach. This ensures the 
back and forth 

conversation between the 
adult and the child is 

promoting high quality, rich 
language. 



Interventions
 Unique to the child or small group of children.

 Can be academic or nurture based.

 We have reactive interventions. If a child finds our learning 
that day, then an intervention is planned for the same day. 

 If you have concerns, please email and I will arrange a 
meeting to discuss further.

 SALT

 Attention Autism

 Fine Motor 

 Phonics 



Routine
 Early Risers – 8:30am FREE Breakfast Club

 School gates open at 8:45am, this allows time for parents and the key person to talk 
about any concerns or events happening.

 Children are encouraged to be independent and put away belongings in own lockers.

 Children self-register and order lunch. Parents are encouraged to pre-order lunch on 
the school app.  School Gateway (see leaflet)

 Children will take part in a 30-minute phonics session each day (Monster Phonics). 
They will also do at least 15 minutes of handwriting. 

 Group work, adult led, and independent learning takes place inside and out. We 
encourage children to free flow between the indoors and outdoors.

 A whole class session will take place before lunch, after lunch and at the end of the 
day.

 Children sit on the carpet before leaving class at the end of the day.

 Doors open from 3:30pm for parents / carers to pick up and After School Club can be     
booked on the School Gateway (see leaflet).



Key Person

 Children thrive from a base of loving and secure relationships. 
A key person is a named member of staff with responsibilities 
for a small group of children who helps those children in the 
group feel safe and cared for. The role is an important one and 
an approach set out in the EYFS which is working successfully 
in settings and in Reception classes.

 We will inform you of your child’s Key Person during the first 
couple of weeks.



Phonics
• We follow the Monster Phonics scheme.                                                

Our reading books are part of our phonics scheme.

• Children are taught letter sounds s    a    t

• Children are taught how to blend letter sounds to read

• Children are taught to segment words to spell

• Children are taught to write letters and form correctly

• Children are taught the letter names (alphabet)

• At home, please encourage children to use letter sounds along with 
letter names.

You will be invited to a phonics 

workshop in the first term. 



Maths

 Mastering Number & Power 
Maths

 Daily maths session

 Understanding number

 Numerical patterns

 Understanding shape, space 
and measure

 Problem solving 

 Fluency 



FMS and PE

We encourage children to be active in 
all areas of learning.

Children will do P.E. twice a week. They 
get changed into their P.E. kit for this. 
On the other days, children will take 
part in a Fundamental Movement 
Session.



Recording and Assessments
Assessments 

• A statutory baseline is recorded at the beginning of the year. It is an 
activity-based assessment of pupils' starting points in language, 
communication / literacy and mathematics. These will be used for 
comparative data when your child leaves in year 6. 

• End of year data will be collated and sent to the Local Authority. This is 
where your child will be assessed against the 17 ELGs. They will be 
expected or emerging.

Record keeping and evidence

• Photographs, notes and annotated pieces of work are displayed in our 
floor books. The children are encouraged to look back and reflect on prior 
knowledge and learning. Children do not have their own files of work. 



Trips
We start our trips instilling skills and behaviours by visiting the local 

area. 
We also have visitors who come into the classroom. (See leaflet)



Home Reading 
 Books will be changed once a week. 

• Your child will bring home at least three books. 

• A Monster Phonics – all letters and tricky words will have been taught in 
phonic sessions. This book will have been read during guided reading. The 
book will be familiar to them. 

• A banded book – some words and letters may be unfamiliar. 

• A Library book – parents read to child. 

• Reading records must be signed everytime you hear your child read. 



Book Bags
 All children will be gifted a bag during the induction 

session from the PTFA. 

 Please bring the book bag to school every day with 
reading books and reading record.



School Uniform
Online orders via the school website In store - Ormskirk

Please see information packs and school website for details full uniform 
details.



Water Bottles

 Every child will need a water bottle. You 
may purchase from school, costing £2.00 
and can be purchased through School 
Gateway.

 Children will take their water bottle home 
every day. Please wash bottles and return 
to school the following morning filled 
with fresh water.



IMPORTANT!

• Please label all children’s clothes with a clear name.

• All items of clothing need labelling including
❑ All P.E. Kit (inc trainers)

❑ All school uniform

❑ Coats

❑ Hats, Gloves, Scarves

❑ Caps / Sun Hats

❑ Water Bottles

❑ Even shoes!



Snack and Milk
 Children are offered toast each 

morning, this costs 25p per day 
and must be paid for the term 
on School Gateway. 

 Free milk is available until the 
term after your child’s 5th 
birthday.

 You will receive an email when 
you are required to pay a month 
before your child turns 5.

 Free fruit is available for all 
infant children.



Lunch

• School lunches are free and funded from the 
government. 

• Your child may bring a packed lunch on specific days, 
however, we encourage everyone to try them. (See Leaflet)

• Mrs Howard, highly experienced School Chef will be 
available on Friday 5th June during our stay and play 
session. 



Outdoor clothing
• We provide waterproofs.

• Please provide wellies for us to keep in school.

• In the winter, please send your child in with a warm coat 
and a hat.

• In the summer, please provide a sun hat and suncream.

• Please provide a full change of clothes which your child 
will keep in their own locker as they can get wet!



Late Arrival

• School doors open at 8.45 am 

• If you arrive later than 9.00am please walk to 
the main office.

• All children will need be signed in using the 
electronic system after this time. 

• Please note that arrival after this time will be 
recorded as a late mark. 



Medical
• If your child needs to take prescribed 

medicine, you will need to complete and sign 
consent forms at the school office.                
We use a medical tracker and you’ll be 
notified via email if your child has had first aid 
administered. 



Come Learn with Me!

 We invite parents, 
grandparents and carers 
to stay and learn with 
their child.

 This is an opportunity for 
you to learn alongside 
your child and teachers. 

 More information nearer 
these special events.



Behaviour rewards
 House Points – your child will be given a house in 

September.

 Well Done Certificate -  three children every Friday during 
assembly

 Half Termly Award – one child per year group 









Inductions
Please see letter for group information.

Date & Time Time Information

Friday 5th June Group A – 1-
2pm
Group B – 
2:15-3:15pm

All children with parents are invited to attend a stay 
and play session where you can see the classroom in 
action. You can also meet our school cook, Mrs 
Howard. 

Friday 12th June 1:30 – 3:30 Group A children to attend without parents. 

Friday 26th June 1:30 – 3:30 Group B children to attend without parents. 

Thursday 2nd July 
– Group A

8:45 – 3:30 Children to attend full day and stay for lunch. You can 
provide a packed lunch or pay for a school lunch. The 
children will have an opportunity to meet their year 6 
buddy. 

Friday 3rd July – 
Group B

8:45 – 3:30



All children start on 
Thursday 

3
rd

September 2026           
at 8:45am for their 

first day in 
Reception
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