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                                                                                    Care   Trust   Friendship
16th March 2026

Dear Parents and Carers,

At long last, we are pleased to be able to share with you the outcomes from our OFSTED inspection. 
Before you read the report, I thought it would be useful to share some important information about the changes to the way Ofsted inspections are carried out and reported, as these changes affect how school reports now look and how they should be interpreted.

One of the most significant changes is that Ofsted no longer gives schools a single overall judgement. ie currently under the old inspection framework our school is judged as ‘good’.  Instead Ofsted now gives judgements on a number of areas in the school:-

· Achievement

· Behaviour and attendance

· Curriculum and teaching

· Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS)

· Inclusion

· Leadership and governance

· Personal development and wellbeing

· Safeguarding (met or not met)
Under the new format, the report will begin with a scorecard, which summarises the judgements across the different areas that inspectors consider.  This is followed by a more detailed report. The reports we are seeing nationally under this new framework are also quite brief and can feel somewhat bland in the way they are written. For parents, the section that usually provides the clearest picture of the school is titled “What it is like to be a pupil at this school.” This part of the report tends to give the most meaningful insight into the day-to-day experiences of children in school.

Under previous inspection frameworks, inspectors would make an overall decision based on a “best fit” approach across different areas of the school. Under the new system, this is no longer the case. Instead, each individual standard is judged on whether the school fully meets every part of the criteria. To achieve a particular judgement, every element of that standard must be met — down to the very last detail.  Ofsted is clear that the bar has been raised and the new “Expected Standard” is equivalent to what used to be considered “Good” under the previous framework.  We have been given the expected standard in most areas. However, in our feedback inspectors were very clear that there was evidence of meeting many aspects of the ‘strong standard’, particularly in Early Years and Personal Development and Wellbeing
The new framework has an added category called ‘Needs Attention’, which sits between ‘Expected Standard’ and ‘Needs Urgent Attention’.  This does not mean that something is seriously wrong. A helpful way to think about this is like the advisory notes you sometimes receive when your car has a MOT. The car still passes, but there may be small things recommended for review or improvement over time.  These are quite normal.  For us, we were already aware of our advisory’s and just need time to embed the improvements we have already put in place.  We are however disappointed that Ofsted didn’t recognise the impact of small school cohorts on our data, where one pupil in a year group can representant 12% of the cohort, impacting massively on our achievement figures, nor did they take in to account the significant progress children make from their starting points.
As you read the report you will see that there is much to celebrate and be proud of.  If you have any questions about our inspection, please feel free to ask.

Yours Faithfully 
Helen Jameson
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