
Geography vocabulary progression 

Year Group Locational (able to 
find on a map) 

Human and 
physical 
geography 

Place knowledge Geographical 
skills/fieldwork 

EYFS Map 
Near  
Far 
Left  
Right 
journey 
 

Farm 
Building 
Classroom 
Field 
Church 
Transport 
Sunny 
Rainy  
Cloudy  
Snowy  
Windy  
Hot Cold 
Weather 
Season 

Village 
Town 
City 
 

Inside Outside 
Map 
Near 
Far  
Globe 

Year 1  United Kingdom 
England Northern 
Ireland Scotland  
Wales 
Aerial 
Compass points 
North 
East 
South 
West 
Equator 
North pole 
South pole 
Near  
Far 
Left 
Right 
North America 
South America Asia 
Europe Antarctica 
Australasia/Oceania 
Africa 

Factory 
Industrial estate 
Shop 
River 
Office 
Hill 
Season 
Weather 
Landmark 
Beach 
Cliff 
Hill 
Mountain 
Sea 
Ocean 
Office 
Recreational 
Coast 
Human 
Physical 
 

Local  
Town 
Village  
World 
Community 
Country 

Compass points 
North 
East 
South 
West 
Direction 
Similar 
Equator 
 

Year 2 Pacific 
Atlantic  
Southern Ocean 
Indian Ocean 
 Arctic Ocean  
North Sea  
Irish Sea  
English Channel 
London  
Belfast  
Edinburgh  

Port 
Dock 
Estuary 
Climate 
temperature 
Valley 
Volcano 
Culture 
 
 
 

Population  
Polar Regions 
Arctic 

Equator 
Symbol 
Key 
Environment 



Cardiff 
Inland 
Atlas 

Year 3 Grid reference 
Madrid 
Spain 
County 
Cheshire 
 

River, waterway, 
source,  
floodplain, 
channel, lake, 
riverbank, 
estuary, 
confluence, flow, 
mouth, silt, 
 estuary, lake, 
meander, 
water cycle 
Region, 
settlement, 
community, 
population, 
government, 
land use, 
resources, trade, 
urban, rural, 
farming, 
agriculture, 
facilities, 
architecture, 
recreation, 
culture, 
language, 
religion. 
Export 
Import 
Peninsula 
 
 

Waterway, 
source 
watershed, 
floodplain, 
channel,  lake, 
riverbank, 
estuary, 

Observe 
Measure 
Orienteering 
northeast (NE), 
southeast (SE), 
southwest (SW), 
northwest (NW), 
thermometers, 
temperature, 
degrees, rain 
gauge, rain fall, 
centimetres 
(cm), millimetres 
(mm) lowest, 
highest, average 
Scale 
4 figure grid 
reference 
Ordnance survey 
 
 

Year 4 United States 
Mexico Canada 
South American 
countries 
 

Water cycle 
Evaporation 
Vapour 
Transpiration 
Condensation 
Precipitation 
Dormant Active 
Extinct Tsunami 
Crust 
Tectonic plate 
Mantle Outer 
core Inner core 
Shield volcano 
Plate boundary 
Divergent 
Convergent 

Ring of fire 
Diverse 
Landscape 
 

 



Ocean ridge 
Magma Lava 
Epicentre 
Magnitude Erupt 
Pumice Igneous 
rock Earthquake 
Tourism 
Deforestation 
agriculture 

Year 5 Northern 
Hemisphere 
Southern 
Hemisphere 
Latitude Longitude 
Tropic of Cancer 
Tropic of Capricorn 

Tundra 
Temperate 
Grassland 
Fairtrade 
Vegetation 
Global 
Urban 
Rural 
agriculture 
 

Biomes 
 

Northern 
Hemisphere 
Southern 
Hemisphere 
Latitude 
Longitude 
Tropic of Cancer 
Tropic of 
Capricorn 
Greenwich Mean 
Time 
 

Year 6 6 figure grid 
reference 
 

Climate change 
Humid 
Temperate 
Altitude 
 
 

Climate zone 
 

degrees, colour 
layering, 
contour, contour 
interval, cross 
section height 
above sea level, 
distance 
 

 


