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1 
Aims and objectives

1.1
Burtonwood Community Primary School believes that History makes a valuable contribution to pupils’ education.  At Burtonwood Primary School, we strive to stimulate children’s interest and understanding about the lives of people who lived in the past. We teach children a sense of chronology and, through this, they develop a sense of identity and a cultural understanding based on their historical heritage. They learn to value their own and other people’s cultures in modern multicultural Britain and, by considering how people lived in the past, they are more informed in making their own life choices today. We teach children to understand how events in the past have influenced our lives today; we also teach them to investigate these past events and, by so doing, to develop the skills of enquiry, analysis, interpretation and communication.
1.2
The aims of history are:

· To help pupils develop a sense of identity through learning about their family history and the development of their community, Britain, Europe and the world.   

· To introduce children to what is involved in understanding and interpreting the past.  

· To develop a range of skills necessary for historical enquiry and interpretation.     

· To arouse an interest in the past and an appreciation of human achievement over time.

· To understand the present in the light of the past, and the influence that events in the past have in shaping the present.  

· To develop children’s knowledge and understanding of major issues and events in the history of their own country and others.  

· To acquire a chronological structure and language in order to provide a 

· framework for understanding the past.  

· To understand the difference between the past and present and that people of other times and places may have held different values and attitudes from ours. 

· To link to and enrich other areas of the curriculum.

2 
Legal framework

2.1
This policy has due regard to all relevant legislation and statutory guidance including, but not limited to, the following: 

DfE (2013) ‘National curriculum in England: history programmes of study’

3
Teaching and learning style

3.1 
Teachers should provide a balance in teaching approaches and ensure a suitable progression in understanding and skills across each planning stage to continue to challenge pupils.  Teachers should make links in chronology, location, trends, influences, technological developments, social developments between units of work and encourage pupils to use previous knowledge and skills in approaching new topics.  Pupils should be given a variety of opportunities including the use of ICT to research, handle, communicate and present information.  A variety of teaching methods best suited to activities and interests of the pupils will be used.  These may include: 

· presentation by teacher including story telling 

· discussion and debate 

· question and answer 

· individual and group investigation 

· ICT (including film footage, photographs, audio files)

· role play and drama 

· fieldwork, visits to museums and historic sites 

· use of artefacts, which would incorporate primary, secondary and tertiary sources    
4 
History Curriculum Planning 

4.1 
History planning is informed by the content of the National Curriculum 2014, as follows.  This information is developed by staff into detailed Medium Term Plans for termly or half-termly topics, which form the basis for weekly planning.
4.2
Key Stage 1

The National Curriculum Programme of Study at Key Stage 1 focuses on developing children’s awareness of the past, using common words and phrases relating to the passing of time. They should know where the people and events they study fit within a chronological framework and identify similarities and differences between ways of life in different periods. Children are encouraged to use a wide vocabulary of everyday historical terms. They should ask and answer questions, choosing and using parts of stories and other sources to show that they know and understand key features of events. They should understand some of the ways in which we find out about the past and identify different ways in which it is represented. 

In planning to ensure progression through teaching about the people, events and changes outlined below, teachers are often introducing pupils to historical periods that they will study more fully at Key Stage 2.

Pupils should be taught about: 
· Changes within living memory

· Events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally 

· The lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and international achievements

· Significant historical events, people and places in their own locality
4.3
Key Stage 2

The National Curriculum Programme of Study at Key Stage 2 should build on previous learning to allow children to develop a chronologically-secure knowledge and understanding of British, local and world history, establishing clear narratives within and across the periods they study. They should note connections, contrasts and trends over time and develop the appropriate use of historical terms. They should regularly address and sometimes devise historically valid questions about change, cause, similarity and difference, and significance. Children should construct informed responses that involve thoughtful selection and organisation of relevant historical information. They should understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources. 

In planning to ensure progression, teachers should combine overview and in-depth studies to help pupils understand both the long arc of development and the complexity of specific aspects of the content.
Pupils should be taught about: 

· Changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age 

· The Roman Empire and its impact on Britain 

· Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots 

· The Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England to the time of Edward the Confessor 

· A local history study 

· A study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066 

· The achievements of the earliest civilizations – an overview of where and when the first civilizations appeared and a in-depth study of one of the following: Ancient Sumer; The Indus Valley; Ancient Egypt; The Shang Dynasty of Ancient China 

· Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and achievements and their influence on the western world 

· A non-European society that provides contrasts with British history – one study chosen from: early Islamic civilization, including a study of Baghdad c. AD 900; Mayan civilization c. AD 900; Benin (West Africa) c. AD 900-1300.
5
 Foundation Stage

5.1 
History in the Foundation Stage is taught under the umbrella of ‘Understanding of the World’ from the statutory framework of the EYFS. The children are supported in developing the knowledge, skills and understanding that helps them to make sense of the world. The pupils are encouraged to talk about their families and past and present events in their lives. They are beginning to gain knowledge and understanding of the world through:

· Photographs

· Listening to stories and memories of older people

· Role play activities

· Discussing events in the past and their own personal lives

· Sequencing events to gain a sense of time

6 
The contribution of History to teaching in other curriculum areas

History in both key stages is taught in units which are History led, though related to other subjects where this helps pupils’ understanding in each.  The school long term plan indicates the topics/units taught in each year group.  Cross curricular links are made particularly with literacy, geography and art or design technology.

7
Teaching History to children with Special Educational Needs

7.1
In accordance with school policy on differentiation and S.E.N., all children are given work suitable to their age, aptitude and ability.  
Pupils can:  
· work on the same content at different rates and levels through open-ended tasks matched to individual or group needs

· be helped to understand historical events and developments through studying the lives of individual people 

· be taught concepts through discussion, concrete examples and practical activities  
7.2
Exceptionally able pupils need open-ended tasks which enable them to:  
· tackle more complex issues  
· understand more difficult concepts  
· deepen and broaden their knowledge and understanding of the historical events on developments they are studying 
· use a wider and more demanding range of sources 
8 
Assessment and recording

8.1 
Teachers assess children’s achievement in history through formative assessments against the learning objectives through observation and marking work. This information is used to inform future planning and to inform parents annually in end-of-year reports.

8.2

Pupils are encouraged to record their work using a variety of methods and therefore communicate their findings to others. These may include written or verbal reports, charts, collage, models, pictures, and role play activities. Some self-assessment and peer assessment will be used to identify strengths and areas for development in children’s knowledge and understanding. Work is marked according to the school marking policy – which is dependent on purpose, age of child and ability of the individual.  
9
Resources

9.1
We have sufficient resources in our school to be able to teach all the History units in the MTP. The subject leader is responsible for auditing the quality and suitability of resources and purchasing resources using the allocated budget set by the headteacher.
10 
Enrichment
10.1
Whenever possible, visits related to History topics are made.  Events are also organised within school.  Our broad curriculum also offers learning that may not be available to some children withing local deprivation areas.
11 
Monitoring and review

           The history subject leader is responsible for monitoring the standard of the children’s work and the quality of teaching in history. The history subject leader is also responsible for supporting colleagues in the teaching of history, for being informed about current developments in the subject, and for providing a strategic lead and direction for the subject in the school. The history subject leader gives the headteacher feedback relating to the monitoring of history, identifying the strengths and weaknesses in the subject and indicating areas for further improvement. The co-ordinator is given time for the vital task of reviewing samples of children’s work and for monitoring planning. 
12      Equality of Opportunity

           In this school we recognise that each individual has the right to equality of opportunity regardless of gender, race, cultural background, religion, age, disability, intellectual ability or financial circumstances. 

13      Staff Roles of Responsibility
13.1
It is the role of the co-ordinator for History, with the head and deputy head, to help other members of staff to effectively implement the history policy of the school.  Their role will include:

· Taking the lead in policy development

· Monitoring and supporting colleagues in their CPD

· Purchasing and organising resources

· Keeping up to date with recent developments in History
· Liaising with the Headteacher and Governors about History.

It is the role of individual members of staff to implement the agreed history policy to ensure the continued and successful development of the subject throughout the school.

14
Conclusion

This policy also needs to be in line with other school polices and therefore should be read in conjunction with the following school policies:

· Assessment 

· Responding to pupils’ work / Feedback / Marking policy

· Special Educational Needs Policy

· ICT Policy

· Equal Opportunities Policy


