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CONTENTSINTRODUCTION

If we look at education as a three-legged stool: one leg is the teacher, one leg is the student and 
one leg is the parent or carer. Each leg of the stool needs to make an equal contribution to stay 
balanced. It is clear that parental/carer engagement and involvement makes a significant 
difference to the educational outcomes of young people. It is your support of their learning 
within the home environment that makes the maximum difference to their achievement.

As we move away from coursework to summative examinations it is crucial the students learn 
good habits and routines around preparing and revising for an assessment. Contained within this
booklet are the topics and skills that will be assessed as well as useful strategies and websites 
to use for revision. In addition, subject teachers will be setting homework and class tasks that
consolidate learning and prepare students for success in their end of year assessment. 
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MATHEMATICS
How to revise for maths

There are formulae, facts and techniques to learn for maths but by far the 
best way to revise for maths is to actually do maths questions. Pupils are 
given topic tests every half term. Just prior to the test they are given revision 
sheets which enables them to practise questions. They then have a revision 
lesson to go through the answers. It is important that the revision sheet is 
completed.

For the end of year tests, pupils have revision lessons are given a revision list.
There are many additional resources available which could be used in 
conjunction with revision sheets and lists.

Carmel College has a user account with MyMaths.co.uk. The username is carmel and the password is number. This 
site includes great explanations of topics and gives pupils a chance to practise them.

Pupils can use their text books to practise questions. The ‘Test Yourself’ exercises at the end of each chapter include 
the answers. For additional explanation, corbettmaths.com includes explanatory videos and practise questions 
with answers.

Each child has been provided with an individual revision topic list which are stuck in the back of their excercise 
book. The revision sheet provided is a sample of what is given at the begining of the half term after easter. 

Paper 1 – non-calculator
 
Multiply by multiples of 10
Linear sequences
Properties of prisms
Add integers
Subtract integers
Units of measurement
Pictograms
Nets of cuboids
Bar charts
Area on a centimetre square grid
Proportional increase
Equivalent fractions
Common number sequences
Multiply integers
Divide integers, including with remainders
Pie charts
Add decimals
Subtract decimals
Two way tables
Averages of a list of discrete values
Interpreting tables
Writing a number as a fraction or percentage of another
Fractions of amounts
Convert between fractions, decimals and percentages
 

Paper 2 - calculator

Bar charts
Money calculations, including making change
Properties of 2D shapes
Reading partially numbered scales
Interpreting timetables and schedules
Ordering integers
Fractions of shapes
Volume by counting cubes
Types of integers
Measuring lengths
Formulae given in words
Adding integers
Ordering fractions, decimals and percentages
Percentage increase
Circumference of a circle
Tessellating shapes
Money calculations with area and perimeter
Substitution into a formula
Solving equations
Factors and common factors
Area of a triangle
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Paper 2 - calculator
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ENGLISH
In English we encourage the pupils to use a PEA structure in their responses to help them answer questions fully, 
and in enough detail necessary for them to meet all of the assessment objectives which are being tested.

Below is a brief outline and example as to what a PEA paragraph is and how pupils should structure their responses 
in a reading assessment.

POINT This is the students response to the question. It clearly answers the question and is short and 
to the point.

EVIDENCE This is the quote or textual evidence that proves their point. It is how they know their point is 
accurate. Students should also use quotation marks when using quotes from the tex

ANAYLSIS Analysis is where the detail of the answer is developed. This should look at the quote in detail 
and explore its effect. 

Students may consider: 
•	 The key words in the quote and any connotations 
•	 The techniques that a writer is using to create a particular effect 
•	 The emotions or questions that quote makes them feel as a reader

The more detail students put into this section of the response the more marks they will
receive. 

Development: Once students are confident with this structure we encourage students to 
develop this further. Students may move on to also consider alternative interpretations, 
relevant context and/or how a text is structured.



ENGLISH
Below are some example paragraphs which show how we would expect the detail in a PEA paragraph to increase as 
a pupil progresses through Key Stage 3. 

Year 7 example response

Link is a character who suffers from low self-esteem and feels excluded from society. This shown through the use 
of “invisible”. The repetition of the adjective ‘invisible’ clearly shows the reader how unimportant Link feels within 
society. He feels ignored by his family and by the general public. This suggests that Link is an unimportant character 
not worthy enough to be part of the action. All in all this quote demonstrates Link’s lack of confidence, low self-es-
teem and self-worth.

n year 7 we encourage the students to gain confidence using the PEA structure. Students focus on a keyword or a 
phrase within the quote and will often use subject terminology to identify its word class. They look at the 
connotations of that key word or phrase in order to make inferences about what the writer is trying to convey to the 
reader. They finish with an effect on them as a reader, which could be their opinion, or the emotions they feel as 
they read.

Year 8 example response

Steinbeck uses zoomorphism to describe Lennie in animalistic terms. Lennie is compared to a dog or a bear in 
the way that he has ‘paws’ and a sheep when we are told that he “bleated”. The paws are huge emphasizing their 
strength; and while hands can be used purposefully paws are clumsy and this links with the idea of Lennie acting 
without thinking. Sheep are known for being followers and not being capable of thinking for themselves so this 
shows that Lennie is incapable of making his own decisions and relies on George for direction. The fact that he is 
bleating is linked with his terror and shows how panicked he is by the situation. Steinbeck constantly compares 
Lennie with animals and I think he does this to emphasize firstly his strength, but secondly how Lennie is not capa-
ble or rationalizing his decisions which foreshadows the ending of the novella. The reader empathizes with Lennie 
because they understand that none of his actions are driven by malice.

In Year students develop these skills by beginning to embed quotes. They may use more than one quote to support 
their point. They should begin to identify techniques as well as keywords and their use of terminology should be 
more secure. Their analysis will become more detailed as they explore their ideas in depth and they may begin to 
make links with context, or alternative interpretations.

Year 9 example response

George Burrows is awed by the power of nature; both it’s beauty and it’s violent danger. He uses personification to 
present this contrast by describing the bridge as “chaste and beautiful”. Chaste is an adjective used to describe a 
virtuous and modest person. Here the bridge is portrayed as innocent and beautiful. However later in the same 
paragraph it is described as “spectral, shadowy”. The use of sibilance here lends a sinister tone to the description as 
the words are almost hissed and shadowy has connotations of darkness and things hiding. This is further
emphasised by the adjective “spectral” which has connotations of ghosts and the bridge perhaps not being fully of 
this world. Burrows seems to be trying to convey to the reader that nature is beautiful and awe-inspiring but it is 
also dangerous and unpredictable.

In year 9 pupils should begin to identify the writer’s purpose and viewpoint on the topics he writes about. Their use 
of terminology should be secure and they should be looking at how writers use a range of techniques combined 
together to create effect. Often they will look at structure and use of punctuation and sentence type as well as key 
words and phrases. Their appreciation of effect should become more subtle and link to specific emotions that the 
writer is trying to convey through his writing.

10
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
This is a list of topics studied from September, each year. Pupils receive a revision list for each test. They also receive 
a revision sheet which they complete prior to the test, in preparation for a revision lesson.  
Year 7

Belonging
The Christian life
Initiation
Called to change
Matter of Identity
Who am I?

Year 8

Jesus Saviour of all
Prophecy
Islam
People of God
Images of God
Suffering and reconciliation

Year 9

Mark’s Gospel
The early Church

Below is an example of successful revision in RE. The example fully explored the topics with quotes, reasoning and 
examples. We hope that by producing such resources in school and at home the learner is more successful drawing 
on knowledge during the assessment. 

10
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SCIENCE
How to revise for Science

There is a large amount of content to revise for Science, the best way to do this is practise questions and use 
resources such as Educake which your child should have a log in for. You can find this on www.educake.com

Pupils are given topic tests every half term. Just prior to the test they are given revision sheets which enables them 
to practise questions. They then have a revision lesson to go through the answers. It is important that the revision 
sheet is completed. For the end of year tests, pupils have revision lessons and are given a revision list.

There are many additional resources available which could be used in conjunction with revision sheets and lists. 
Below you will see an example revision worksheet. 

This is a list of topics studied from September, which they may be assessed on in their end of year assessments. 
Pupils receive a revision list for each test. They also receive a revision sheet which they complete prior to the test, in 
preparation for a revision lesson. This list is correct as of March 2018.

Year 7
Cells
Particle model
Voltage/current
Universe
Variation
Acids and alkalis
Plant reproduction
Sound
Energy costs
Speed
Climate
Heating/cooling

Year 8 
Digestion
Periodic table
Resistance
Movement
Light
Contact forces
Gravity
Separating mixtures
Metals/Non metals
Evolution
Energy transfers
Magnetism
Earth surface

Year 9
Elements
Wave effects/properties
Breathing
Inheritance
Chemical energy
Pressure
Respiration
Electromagnets
Types of reactions

12
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COMPUTING
Computing Assessment Summaries

Written under the headings below is a short summary of the work that has been completed. Each of the topics within 
the unit might be assessed in the ‘End of Year Assessment’.

Year 7

Introduction to Computing at Carmel
•Getting to know the College network / Network rules
•What I have learned so far about computing and computers.
Introduction to Data and Modelling
•The parts of a spreadsheet; rows, columns, cells, labels, numbers, formulas
•Formatting a spreadsheet
•Variables, values, rules and formulas / functions
•Modelling - Changing the values in a variable to see different results.	
•The purpose of collecting data
•How to collect data from people.
•How to store data on the computer so that it is useful
•How to make the data more useful by sorting and searching.
•Presenting data as charts
Introduction to Programming
•Using Scratch to make: Animations , ShapesGames
•Understanding how to break down a problem into parts
•Using sequence, selection and repetition in programming.
•Using Flowol to mimic real-life computerised systems
	 o Traffic lights, Lighthouse, Greenhouse, Automatic home
•Testing the program to see if it works as intended
Computers in the real-world
•Input devices such as mice, keyboards, touch screens and microphones
•Storage devices such as hard disks, CD-ROMs and USB memory sticks
•Output devices such as Printers and Monitors
•Combinations of different devices to make up gadgets.
•Designing and programming gadgets to solve real-world problems.

Year 8

Networks and the WWW
•Planning the graphics (Button, Banner and Navigation Bar)
•Creating the graphics
•Evaluating the use of the graphics
•Website research, looking at what makes an effective website
•HTML Structure and Tags
•CSS
•Introducing Dreamweaver to help with the creation of web sites
•Planning a web site. Including house style and navigation
•Creating the website on a chosen theme
•Print and input functions (Sequence of events)
•If, else statements. (Decision and Selection)
•For and While loops (Repetition and Iteration)
•Commenting on your code
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COMPUTING
Year 8 continued 
Text-based Programming
•An introduction to Python.
•The importance of correct syntax
•Print and input functions (Sequence of events)
•If, else statements. (Decision and Selection)
•For and While loops (Repetition and Iteration)
•Commenting on your code
•Understanding how to break down a problem into parts
•Testing the program to see if it works as intended
Big Data
• What is Big data and why is it used?
•	 Input, Storage, Processing and Output
•	 Tables to store data – Fields and Records
•	 Forms to enter data
•	 Queries to process data
•	 Reports to print out data (output)
• Using large data sets to make meaning out of data.
• Presenting the outcomes of processing large data sets.
• The need for security in large data sets.

Year 9
Computer Imagery
•Designing a set of graphics for a specific audience ‘Splashout’.
Logo, Banner, Buttons, Icons, Navigation bars.
•Using graphics software to create the graphics
•Testing to make sure that the graphics work as intended
• Understanding how images are stored by computers.
Algorithms and Data Representation
•Searching algorithms (Linear and Binary)
•Sorting algorithms (Bubble, Insertion, Merge and Quick)
•Boolean logic (AND, OR and NOT)
•Applying Boolean logic to spreadsheets, databases and 
web-searching. 
•Search Engine Optimisation / Wildcards in searching
•Binary numbers and converting binary to denary and back
•How binary numbers are stored in computer systems. (On CD-
ROM/DVD-ROM and Magnetic Hard Disks.)
•How text and images are stored in binary code
•How images are created and optimised
• How sound is stored.
Global Project
•The phases of the project life cycle.
•Analysing the product that will be created and Initiating the 
project.
•The planning for the creation of a product using multiple 
methods.
•Creating the product by executing the planning.
•Using the skills learned throughout Year 7-9 to create a suitable 
product
•Evaluating the product that has been made using the original 
criteria.
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GEOGRAPHY

REVISION ACTIVITY FOR earthquakes 

What caused the KOBE earthquake 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

List the primary and secondary effects of the Kobe 
earthquake 

How did Japan respond to the Kobe earthquake – 
include at least 5 facts 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What caused the Japanese tsunami 

What were the primary and secondary effects of the Japanese tsunami and how did they manage the 
disaster? Remember to include as many facts and place names as you can.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Key term Definition Draw the structure of the earth with facts for 
each layer 

Constructive    
Destructive  
Convection 
current 

 

Epicentre  
Focus  
Megathrust  
Primary effect  
Secondary effect  
Response  
Continental crust  
Oceanic crust  

For the end of year tests, pupils have revision lessons and are given a revision list. Although content will be revisited 
during lessons, the most successful students will be revising at home with the resources and using BBC bite size to 
help. Below is an example of a revision activity in geography.

This is a list of topics studied from September, which they may be assessed on in their end of year assessments. 
Pupils receive a revision list for each test. They also receive a revision sheet which they complete prior to the test, in 
preparation for a revision lesson. This list is correct as of March 2018.

GEOGRAPHY

Year 7
Settlement
Map Skill
Energy
Climate Change
Rivers and Flooding

Year 8
Natural Hazards
Industry
Coasts
Tourism
UK Weather

Year 9
Tropical Rainforest
Earthquakes and Tsunami
Populations
Developments
Rivers 
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MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES

Summer 1 Assessment  Year 7   
Revision Guidelines  French  
 

What TOPICS will I be assessed on: 
The topics of your assessment will be: 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What do I need to PREPARE on top of my normal revision? 
 

 

 

  

 Greetings 
 Mood 
 Name 
 Age 
 Days, months 

Greetings & 
Introduction  

 Numbers up to 31 
 Dates of birth 
 Content of bag 
 Countries 
 Nationalities 

 

A
u

tu
m

n
 1

 

 Family Members 
 The 6 forms of AVOIR 

and ETRE 
 Adjectives of personality 
 

Family & 
Description  

 Vocabulary of 
physical description 
 Talking about others 
 Adjective agreement 

 A
u

tu
m

n
 2

 

School & 
School 

Subjects  

 School subjects 
 Opinions 
 Reasons 

 Telling the time 
 Timetable 
 School description 
 S

p
ri

n
g

 1
 

 Places in town 
 The 6 forms of the verb ALLER 
 Types of environment 
 Rooms in the house 

My Town, 
House & 

Room 

 Furniture in the room 
 Colours 
 Colour agreement 
 Prepositions of place 

 

S
p

ri
n

g
 2

 

But you may also be asked to 
remember elements from 
the new Summer 1 topic. 

There is no Prepared Writing or Speaking for you to 
prepare. You will only be given spontaneous tasks 

to prepare on the day of the assessment. 
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MUSIC

Year 7

Unit 1 Orchestra

Unit 2 Rhythm

Unit 3 Tonality 

Unit 4 Duets 

Unit 5 Jazz/Blues

Unit 6 Keyboard Performance 

Year 8

Unit 1 Reggae 

Unit 2 Classic Era

Unit 3 Music Tech

Unit 4 Film Music

Unit 5 Samba

Unit 6 Keyboard/Vocal Keyboard

Year 9 

Unit 1 Arrangement 

Unit 2 Pop

Unit 3 Dance Music

Unit 4 Musicals

Unit 5 Samba

Unit 6 Instrument Performance

Below is an example of the revision tasks that we set in preparation for the end of year assessments. It is expected 
that revision sheets will be completed before the assessment. Assessments are usually one hour long and will be on 
the topics outlined below. 
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