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Communication, organisation and

adaption to form.

Accuracy and effective use of vocabulary,
sentence structure and punctuation.

KS3 Writing Assessment Criteria

N T

Acquiring
1-7

Developing
8-18

Links one or two ideas
together.

Uses paragraphs to organise
ideas, though not always
successfully.

Attempts to add simple details
using descriptive language,
such as adjectives and adverbs.

Attempts to use Standard English
in writing (errors with tenses or
modal verb may be common).

Uses full stops and capital letters
to separate ideas.

Attempts to use basic
punctuation and is sometimes

accurate, e.g.(.) (!) (?)(,)

Spells simple words accurately.

Uses different discourse markers
and structural features to organise
the piece, e.g. paragraphs, sentence
starters, adverbials etc...

Ideas are becoming clearly linked
throughout, using paragraphs.

Attempts to match the piece to the
audience and the task which has

been set.

Vocabulary choices are sometimes
appropriate for the genre.

A number of descriptive language
techniques are included

Choices are sometimes used
effectively (similes, metaphors,
alliteration etc.)

Mostly uses Standard English across the piece.
Beginning to use tenses accurately.

Uses simple punctuation accurately and

attempts to use more complex punctuation, e.g.

(“)()
Attempts to use commas to separate clauses.

Generally, spells more complex words
accurately
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