Physics Book Recommendations
Below is a selection of books that should appeal to a physicist – someone with an enquiring mind who wants
to understand the universe around us. None of the selections are textbooks full of equation work (there will
be plenty of time for that!) instead each provides insight to either an application of physics or a new area of
study that you will be meeting at A Level for the first time.
1. Surely You're Joking Mr Feynman: Adventures of a Curious Character
ISBN - 009917331X - Richard Feynman was a Nobel Prize winning Physicist. In my
opinion he epitomises what a Physicist is. By reading this books you will get
insight into his life’s work including the creation of the first atomic bomb and his
bongo playing adventures and his work in the field of particle physics.
(Also available on Audio book).

https://www.waterstones.com/books/search/term/surely+youre+joking+mr+feynman++adventures+of
+a+curious+character
2. Moondust: In Search of the Men Who Fell to Earth
ISBN – 1408802384 - One of the greatest scientific achievements of all time was
putting mankind on the surface of the moon. Only 12 men made the trip to the
surface, at the time of writing the book only 9 are still with us. The book does
an excellent job of using the personal accounts of the 9 remaining astronauts
and many others involved in the space program at looking at the whole
spacerace era, with hopefully a new era of space flight about to begin as we
push on to put mankind on Mars in the next couple of decades.

https://www.waterstones.com/books/search/term/moondust++in+search+of+the+men+who+fell+to+e
arth
3. Quantum Theory Cannot Hurt You: Understanding the Mind-Blowing Building Blocks of the Universe
ISBN - 057131502X - Any Physics book by Marcus Chown is an excellent insight
into some of the more exotic areas of Physics that require no prior knowledge.
In your first year of A-Level study you will meet the quantum world for the
first time. This book will fill you with interesting facts and handy analogies to
whip
out
to
impress
your
peers!
https://www.waterstones.com/book/quantum-theory-cannot-hurtyou/marcuschown/9780571315024

4. A Short History of Nearly Everything
ISBN – 0552997048 - A modern classic. Popular science writing at its best. A
Short History of Nearly Everything Bill Bryson’s quest to find out everything that
has happened from the Big Bang to the rise of civilization - how we got from
there, being nothing at all, to here, being us. Hopefully by reading it you will gain
an awe-inspiring feeling of how everything in the universe is connected by some
fundamental laws.

https://www.waterstones.com/books/search/term/a+short+history+of+nearly+everything

5. Thing Explainer: Complicated Stuff in Simple Words
ISBN – 1408802384 - This final recommendation is a bit of a wild-card – a book
of illustrated cartoon diagrams that should appeal to the scientific side of
everyone. Written by the creator of online comic XTCD (a great source of
science humour) is a book of blueprints from everyday objects such as a biro to
the Saturn V rocket and an atom bomb, each one meticulously explained BUT
only with the most common 1000 words in the English Language. This would
be an excellent coffee table book in the home of every scientist.

https://www.waterstones.com/book/thing-explainer/randall-munroe/9781473620919

Chemistry Book Recommendations
Periodic Tales: The Curious Lives of the Elements (Paperback) Hugh Aldersey-Williams
ISBN-10: 0141041455
http://bit.ly/pixlchembook1

This book covers the chemical elements, where they come from and how they are used.
There are loads of fascinating insights into uses for chemicals you would have never
even thought about.
The Science of Everyday Life: Why Teapots Dribble, Toast Burns and Light Bulbs Shine (Hardback) Marty
Jopson
ISBN-10: 1782434186
http://bit.ly/pixlchembook2

The title says it all really, lots of interesting stuff about the things around you home!

Bad Science (Paperback) Ben Goldacre
ISBN-10: 000728487X
http://bit.ly/pixlchembook3
Here Ben Goldacre takes apart anyone who published bad / misleading or dodgy
science – this book will make you think about everything the advertising industry tries
to sell you by making it sound ‘sciency’.

Salters' Advanced Chemistry: Chemical Storylines
Do not feel you need to buy the latest edition (unless you are doing Salters chemistry!) You can pick up an old
edition for a few pounds on ebay, gives you a real insight into how chemistry is used to solve everyday
problems from global pollution through feeding to world to making new medicines to treat disease.

The above is recommended as an alternative to Periodic Tables.

Other Book Recommendations
Any of the David Attenborough series of books.
Books by Randall Munroe eg ‘What if?’
Books by Karl Kruszelnicki

Some recommendations for Journals
Biological Science Review (Hodder Education)
Catalyst Magazine
New Scientist

