
[image: image1.png]Every day a successful day for all
. whatever it takes





Religious Education Policy

Reviewed May 2026
To be reviewed May 2028
RE is for all pupils in all schools, every pupil has a legal entitlement to RE. It is a necessary part of a ‘broad and balanced curriculum’ and must be provided for all registered pupils in state-funded schools in England, including those in the sixth form, unless withdrawn by their parents (or withdrawing themselves if they are aged 18 or over).
At Castle Hill Infant School, Religious Education (RE) plays a vital role in nurturing young hearts and minds within our diverse and inclusive community. Rooted firmly in our school’s vision and values, RE invites children to embark on a journey of curiosity, awe and wonder about faith, belief, and the world around them. We hope to help our pupils explore what it means to live together, guided by British values of mutual respect, tolerance, democracy, the rule of law and individual liberty.
The Education Act (1996) requires that RE in maintained schools should be taught in accordance with an agreed syllabus. Our curriculum in Early Years and Key Stage 1 is informed by the agreed Hampshire syllabus, Living Difference IV, which supports a reflective and enquiring approach to RE, fostering children’s spiritual, moral, social, and cultural development. A safe space where children can begin to explore life’s big questions, develop spiritual awareness, respect others, and feel a sense of belonging. We believe that RE lays a strong foundation for lifelong learning, belonging, and positive engagement with the wider world, equipping children with the confidence and resilience to succeed in their future education and lives.
Intent:
Children’s learning in RE, in our school, will:
· Help children understand that there are diverse beliefs and traditions in the world around them

· Foster appreciation and curiosity about different faiths, stories, and festivals

· Provide opportunities for inquiry, reflection, and open-minded discussion

· Inspire a love of learning through inquiry-based approaches that develop critical thinking and respectful dialogue

· Build self-esteem by offering a safe environment for children to express their own thoughts and values while respecting those of others
Implementation:

Children will learn key knowledge about religions and concepts that link to their lived experiences and the wider world. We will ensure this by:

· Teaching them about different world religions and festivals with a focus on Christianity and Hinduism

· Giving them opportunities to relate the Golden Threads of belonging, community, love and special to their own lives and that of others

· Giving the children time to reflect and ask questions about a range of concepts and celebrations

· Teaching carefully sequenced learning to build their understanding of key concepts and knowledge and ignite curiosity

· Embedding oracy to support children to engage in meaningful dialogue and articulate their ideas about the diverse world we live in

· Encouraging children to make connections
Progression:


Learning in RE is thoughtfully structured to build progressively across Early Years and Key Stage 1, revisiting big ideas and core concepts through varied examples and experiences. Children move from exploring simple stories and celebrations to making connections between beliefs and everyday life, fostering deeper reflection and understanding. Assessment practises ensure teachers accurately check pupils’ retention of essential knowledge and concepts. The curriculum’s design reflects the Living Difference IV’s focus on progression in pupils’ capacity for reflection, questioning, and appreciation of diversity.
The sequence of planned activities will be based on the 5 step cycle and skills methodology to teaching and learning:
· Communicate
· Apply
· Inquire
· Contextualise
· Evaluate
They should include direct first-hand experience through:

· Making a visit to a place of worship

· Visitors from religious traditions

· Handling objects of religious significance

· Celebrating festivals

· Stimulating discussion and displays

· Using information technology

· Use of artefacts, books, artwork and video clips
· Art and craft to enable the expression of ideas

· Use of drama, role play and dance

Assessment:
Assessment opportunities will be built into taught units of work. These will assess each area of the RE cycle across the year with a focus on one area and contextualising in each unit. 
Right to Withdraw:
· “All students are entitled to receive RE as part of a broad and balanced curriculum at school which promotes their spiritual, moral, social and cultural development” - Religious education in English schools: Non-statutory guidance 2010. However, the law gives parents/carers the right to withdraw their child(ren) from collective acts of worship and/or Religious Education lessons, in accordance with the 1988 Education Reform Act. At Castle Hill Infant School, we respect that right.

· In the UK, the law does not prescribe how religious education should be taught or organised in schools, only that schools should bear in mind that the way RE is taught should reflect the agreed syllabus of the Local Education Authority and the ethos of the school, as well as ensuring that students make good progress, learning about and from the world around them and that Teaching Standards are adhered to. At Castle Hill Infant School, we believe our RE curriculum fulfils this criteria.

· Parents have the right to choose whether to withdraw their child from RE without influence from the school, although a school should ensure parents or carers are informed of this right and are aware of the educational objectives and content of the RE syllabus. If students are withdrawn from RE, schools have a duty to supervise them, though not to provide additional teaching or to incur extra cost; suitable work relating to the child’s religious education can be provided by the parents/carers or they will have the opportunity to read quietly in a supervised area. 
· Parents can only withdraw their child from RE, not other curriculum areas. For example, pupils can’t be withdrawn from a study of religious art in an art lesson or the study of evolution in science. 

· It is important to remember the contribution RE makes to the development of children and the promotion of Fundamental British Values. 

· If you wish to withdraw your child from RE, please arrange a meeting with Mrs Fitzpatrick who will be able to support you.
Linked Policies:

· Equality and Inclusion Plan

· Child Protection Policy

· SEND Policy

· PSHE and RHE Policy

· Collective Worship Policy

