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Intent 
Initial Statement  
This document is designed to give guidance to staff, parents and other interested parties regarding the 
Castle Hill School Curriculum and its application.  
 
Curriculum Philosophy and Structure  
The fundamental principle behind curriculum design at Castle Hill School is personalisation. The 
curriculum is designed to stimulate and challenge our students to acquire knowledge and develop 
skills; it is balanced, broad and flexible. The learning needs of each student are rigorously assessed on 
entry to the school and on a timely basis throughout their school career, to tailor each student’s 
personalised learning journey.  

This creative curriculum draws upon elements of appropriate programmes of study from a wide variety 
of sources to ensure learning programmes are bespoke and child-centred. The curriculum provides 
students with a breadth of enriching learning experiences, as well as giving them the opportunity to 
pursue areas of personal interest. Linear or horizontal continuity and progression is defined by these 
programmes of study and by the topic-themed curriculum. Students’ achievements are celebrated 
regularly and they show us that they are proud of their learning. We allow our students to be as 
independent as possible, in order for them to develop social skills and feel confident in all that they do. 
Clear distinctions between phases aid the transition into adulthood for students. 

Curriculum leaders and their teams drive the development of each curriculum area, ensuring the 
teaching and resources are of the highest standard. 

 

The curriculum is designed to enable all students to be effective communicators, giving them 
confidence and preparing them to take an active role in their community, influence their 
world, make positive contributions, be responsible and achieve social and emotional 
fulfilment.  

 

Please click on the here for a larger copy of this document.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://castle-hill-school.schudio.com/files/documents/curriculum/CurricOverview/Curriculum_Structure_and_Intent.pdf
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The Castle Hill School Curriculum Model  
The Castle Hill School Curriculum Model provides linear and horizontal learning pathways for our 
students as they progress through their school career. We are mindful that students develop and learn 
at their own rates, and in their own way.  
 

 

Please click here for a larger copy of this document. 

Learning Audit 
To formulate our curriculum we initially completed an audit of learning need which enabled us to 
understand the most valued and therefore valuable learning experiences for our students. As a result of 
this audit it was clear that certain core and non-core curriculum areas of learning could be prioritised. 
Further investigation specified areas of most importance within each area, see example below: 
 

Highly priority subjects Specified areas of value  
Literacy   
 

-Total Communication -Strategy   
-Intensive Interaction  

Numeracy  -Schema  

Physical development  
 

-Sensory Regulation  
-Agility Balance Coordination  
-Rebound therapy  
-Hydro/Swimming 
-Movement/travel 

 

The audit also confirmed that the students responded best to learning opportunities that they could 
directly engage with, understand, access and enjoy.   The audit originally completed during the 
academic year 2014-15 was reviewed during 2019-20 to ascertain if the findings still stand and to help 
shape ongoing curriculum development. We are pleased that our review helped to confirm our initial 
findings.  

*Curriculum Areas  
As a result of our initial audit we incorporated a system based on the EYFS Development Matters model, 
and more recently Birth to 5 Matters, giving a greater emphasis to those high priority areas identified; 
Literacy, Numeracy and Physical development. We also recognised that other areas of learning 
needed to stay and be applied in a cross curricular way including Personal, Social and Emotional 
Development Understanding the World and Expressive Art and Design. Additionally, to meet need, we 
required a Sensory Curriculum area which included Multi-Sensory Impairment, Visual Impairment, 
Hearing Impairment and Feeding and Swallowing.   
 

 

https://castle-hill-school.schudio.com/files/documents/curriculum/CurricOverview/Curriculum_Model.pdf
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**Curriculum Subject Areas 
We continue to refer to subject areas within our curriculum. 
There is a curriculum Guide for each curriculum area. Curriculum subjects, with programmes of study, 
are then referenced in each associated guide.  
 
Please click on each link to access each subject area Philosophy and Practice  
*7 Curriculum 
area guides   

Delivery **Associated subject areas  

Communication   CORE Speaking and Listening  
Reading  
Writing  

Mathematics Number  
Using and Applying maths  
Shape, Space and Measure  

Physical 
Development 

Physical Development and PE 

Personal, Health, 
Social and 
Emotional 
Development 

CROSS  
CURRICULAR 

Behaviour 
Citizenship  
Careers 
Wellbeing agenda 
Safeguarding 
Sex and Relationships 
Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural development  
(SMCS)- including British and Unicef Rights Respecting School Values- 
Including Healthy Schools, Pupil Voice and Wellbeing and Bereavement 
Work Related Learning  
Healthy Schools/Healthy Eating 

Understanding the 
World 

 DT 
Geography  
History 
ICT including e-Safety 
RE including Collective Worship  
Science 

Expressive Arts and 
Design 

 Music  
Art/ Creativity 
Drama 

Sensory  Multi-Sensory Impairment 
Visual Impairment  
Hearing Impairment  
Feeding and Swallowing 

 
To ensure coverage in planning:   
-Curriculum subjects are referred to in the 3-year Topic Cycle (See page 10). 
-Teachers are required to indicate subject specific lesson content within timetables and planning (See 
page 9). 
 
 
Role of the Curriculum Teams and Subject Leaders  
Curriculum Teams collaborate to coordinate the curriculum areas:  
-Communication including Language and Literacy  
-Mathematics  
-Physical Development  
-Personal, Social and Emotional Development  
-Understanding the World  
-Expressive Arts and Design 
-Sensory. 
Curriculum Teams are responsible for:  
-Curriculum area policy updates 
-Support / Continued Professional Development within the curriculum area  
-Ensuring that resources are accessible and updated regularly for their Curriculum area.  
 
Subject Leaders coordinate subject areas Curriculum Teams:  
-English  
-Maths  
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-PSHE  
-PE  
-RE/Collective Worship 
-DT 
-ICT (including e-safety) 
-Science 
-Geography/History  
-Art and Design 
-Music 
Subject Leaders are required to complete:  
-Qualitative and quantitative evidence gathering; data, photographs, case studies, learning journals   
-Learning Walks. 
The learning walk should be carried out with as many members of the Curriculum team as possible- it 
might be beneficial to invite those members of support staff who do not attend teachers meetings. 
Follow-up interviews should take place if possible to discuss findings from the learning walk and possible 
strategies that may be needed. If possible, interviews to be carried out with one teacher per phase. 
-Subject policy updates  
-Curriculum Guides  
To be completed for each coming term. 
-Displays 
-Resource audit/ resource cupboard 
 
Curriculum Guides: EYFS, Primary and Secondary   
The Curriculum Guides provide an age-appropriate thematic framework and provide differentiated 
programmes of study and lesson content. 
 
Our guides combine a variety of source curricula. Resources and Programmes of Study are taken from: 
Barrs Court, Glyne Gap, Equals Moving On, Victoria School, SCERTS, Quest, ASDAN PP/PSD etc.  
  
Curriculum Guide content   
Each Curriculum Guide provides: 
-The current theme 
-Programmes of Study with guidance for achievement levels from CHS level 1 to Pre-key stage 2 
Standards 5 and 6 
-References to further curriculum resources and schemes for further guidance and examples of 
activities 
-Related Accreditation differentiated by department 
-Suggested activities differentiated by department 
-Suggested activities for Continuous Provision EYFS and Primary 
-Suggested activities for Extended Provision Secondary 
-Key vocabulary   
-Related Literature and songs differentiated by department 
-Additional dedicated curriculum areas with Programmes of Study 
 
Example: Programmes of Study with guidance for achievement levels from CH level 1  
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Please click here for a larger copy of this document. 
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Curriculum Guides: Sixth Form:  
As with EYFS, Primary and Secondary Sixth Form Creative Curriculum combines a variety of source 
curricula, however resources and Programmes of Study are taken solely from accreditation and 
qualification schemes (ASDAN Personal Progress, ASDAN Personal and Social Development, EQUALS 
Moving On, OCR Key Skills). 

Example: Programmes of Study with guidance for achievement levels from CHS level 1 to CHS 3ii. 

 

 
Please click here for a larger copy of this document. 
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Implementation 
 
Timetabling and Medium and Short-Term Plans 
Information from the guides feed into timetabling and Medium and Short Term Plans which are further 
developed by drawing information from EHCPs and assessment for learning outcomes. 

Example: Timetable  

 

Please click here for a larger copy of this document.  

 
Example: Planning  

 

Please click here for a larger copy of this document.  
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Topic Cycles 
EYFS, Primary and Secondary  
The Topic Cycle shows each topic theme covered over the School’s 3 year plan. The topics are 
carefully formulated to ensure continuity and progression from Primary to Secondary. Each theme has a 
specific ‘National Curriculum subjects covered’ focus to demonstrate coverage. This focus does not 
exclude other curriculum areas.  
 

 
 

Please click on here for a larger copy of this document.  
 
Sixth Form 
The Sixth Form Topic Cycle/Long Term Plans ensures that students have coverage in areas such as 
Creativity, Work Related Learning and Life Skills. Each pathway (see page 11) has its own Long Term 
Plan, showing ASDAN units covered and links to available schemes of work. The example below 
illustrates one year of their three year rolling programme.   
 

 
 
Please click here for a larger copy of this document. 

 

https://castle-hill-school.schudio.com/files/documents/curriculum/CurricOverview/Example_Topic_Cycle.pdf
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Departmental Approaches to the Curriculum  
Early Years 
The Early Years Curriculum follows the Birth to 5 Matters Guidance. There are seven areas of learning 
and development that shape the curriculum. The three prime areas are; Communication and 
Language, Physical Development and Personal, Social, Health and Emotional Development. The 
specific areas are; Literacy, Mathematics, Understanding the World and Expressive Arts and Design. 
Four principles underpin the guidance: Every Child is Unique, Positive Relationships, Enabling 
Environments, Learning and Development  
 

 

The Curriculum is applied through Castle Hill School’s Topic Cycle. Our Thematic Curriculum Guides 
provide a clear structure for learning. In the case of Early Years, Programmes of study are then taken 
from Birth to 5 Matters Guidance which then help to frame each student’s learning journey. 
 
Primary and Secondary: The Curriculum is applied through the Topic Cycle. Our Thematic Curriculum 
Guides provide direction, context and programmes of study that are used and applied to assist in the 
formulation of age-appropriate learning programmes.  
 
Sixth Form 
The Sixth Form Department provide a rich and varied learning experience which is rooted in students’ 
individual learning needs and interests and which builds on current skills. The intention is for students to 
be fully prepared for their adult life. The curriculum also continues to follow the Curriculum Audit 
outcomes with focused work being delivered in the Core areas of Communication, Numeracy and 
Physical Development.     
There are 3 main pathways for development: 
-Developmental- Pre-Formal  
-Nurture- Semi-Formal  
-Independence- Semi-Formal to Formal  
 

 
 
Please click each image for a larger copy of each document. 

Students in each Learning Pathway access a varied and personalised curriculum which, depending on 
learning need and student choice may include: 

https://castle-hill-school.schudio.com/files/documents/curriculum/CurricOverview/PreFormal.pdf
https://castle-hill-school.schudio.com/files/documents/curriculum/CurricOverview/SemiFormal.pdf
https://castle-hill-school.schudio.com/files/documents/curriculum/CurricOverview/SemiFormaltoFormal.pdf
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-Functional Skills; English, Maths and ICT, including an option to complete OCR functional Skills 
Qualifications  
-ASDAN Personal and Social Development and ASDAN Personal Progress Qualifications 
-Independence including early stages of Travel Training 
-Looking after yourself, including personal safety 
-Social Skills 
-Careers Education and Employability skills, supported by C&K Careers 
-Work Related Learning 
-Work Experience 
-Enterprise projects 
-Horticulture 
-Food Technology 
-Physical Development 
-The Creative Arts 
-Links with other schools 
-Transition links with Kirklees College and a wide range of Post 19 Providers 
Thematic Curriculum Guides provide direction, context and programmes of study that can be used 
and applied to assist in the formulation of age-appropriate learning programmes.  
 
AFA (Including students from Primary, Secondary and Sixth Form): Our Achievement for All class 
provides a learning resource for those students with additional complex needs. Each personalised 
curriculum is formulated from the results of traditional assessment methods and through engagement 
profiling. High staffing ratios ensure that opportunities for engagement and learning are exploited to the 
full in a safe environment specifically designed to prevent over stimulation.  
 
Curriculum Delivery Expectations 
Our agreed baselines of practice give clear expectations related to practice and curriculum delivery:   
 

 
 
Please click here for a larger copy of this document. 
Our agreed Learning Environment Judgement Matrix also provides clear guidelines regarding the 
Learning Environment.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://castle-hill-school.schudio.com/files/documents/curriculum/CurricOverview/Curriculum_Delivery_Expectations.pdf
https://castle-hill-school.schudio.com/files/documents/curriculum/CurricOverview/Learning_Environment_Judgment_Matrix.pdf
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Impact  
 
Our Motto 
Innovating Communicating Empowering 
Our Mission Statement 
We are pioneers of innovative and personalised teaching and learning, 
enriching lives and fostering independence. 
Our Aim 
We aim to enable all students to be effective communicators, to engage in 
meaningful learning and be empowered to positively influence their world. 
 
Please refer to the following website pages:  
https://www.castlehillschool.org.uk/assessment-planning-and-progress 
https://www.castlehillschool.org.uk/learning/leavers-information 
 
Qualifications  
School ensures that students build on their skills by offering a variety of qualifications including: 
Secondary 
AQA Unit Awards: Key skill coverage in KS3 and KS4. Each student completes 10 units during the 
academic year, 6 of which are key skills.  
ASDAN Personal Progress: Accreditation choices are provided within the curriculum guides in the 
Accreditation Section (see hyperlink example). 
Sixth Form  
Each year, students following each Pathway will complete the following: 
Pathway 1: 3 ASDAN PP PMLD specific Units 
Pathway 2: 3 ASDAN PP Units 
Pathway 3: either 5 ASDAN PP Units (including 1 English, 1 Maths) or 3 ASDAN PSD Units with, where 
appropriate, OCR Functional Skills Qualifications 
 
Work Related Learning (WRL) Pathway Plan  
The practical opportunities for our pupils to access Work Related Learning and work experience will be 
informed by their cognitive understanding and physical abilities. We recognise that there are few true 
work experience opportunities in the community that are appropriate for our pupils, so we ensure 
coverage by establishing mini-enterprise sessions and opportunities for pupils to work alongside 
professionals in school. 
Transition is also part of the WRL Pathway Plan. For our pupils, an understanding of the next stage in their 
life, be it moving to another phase, educational establishment or day care service provider is a vital 
important step towards adulthood and personal growth. 
 
Gatsby Benchmarks:  
The Gatsby Benchmarks support our Work-Related Learning Pathway. They are a framework of eight 
guidelines that define the best careers provision in schools and colleges. The Gatsby Benchmarks 
underpin careers provision at Castle Hill School, which is part of the PSHE curriculum. The Gatsby 
Benchmarks are applied through practices that reflect the needs of our students and their Post 19 
destinations. For more information on the application of the Gatsby Benchmarks at Castle Hill School, 
please see the following linked document. (Click Here) 
 

https://www.castlehillschool.org.uk/learning/assessment-planning-and-progress
https://www.castlehillschool.org.uk/learning/assessment-planning-and-progress
https://www.castlehillschool.org.uk/learning/leavers-information
https://castle-hill-school.schudio.com/files/documents/curriculum/CurricOverview/Qualifications_Example.pdf
https://castle-hill-school.schudio.com/files/documents/curriculum/CurricOverview/Work_Related_Learning_Pathway.pdf
https://castle-hill-school.schudio.com/files/documents/curriculum/CurricOverview/Gatsby_Benchmark.pdf
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Transition  
Preparation for transition runs through our curriculum. Throughout the school year students have the 
opportunity to work with peers and staff from different classes and departments in Communication and 
Enrichment lessons, which take place weekly.  
Programmes of Study within the curriculum guides assist in fostering resilience, acceptance of change 
and engagement with the school and wider community.  
For further information regarding Transition support please follow the link. (Click here for Transition 
webpage)  
 
 
Additional information  
 
Safeguarding 
A Safeguarding section in each Curriculum Guide provides a Safeguarding Focus   
Safeguarding is included in the PHSE guide and e-safety in the KUW guide 
The ‘Safeguarding Curriculum’ is delivered through the application of the PSHCE Curriculum Guide.  
The Safeguarding Focus is delivered in an appropriately differentiated manner through the application 
of PSHCE programmes of study. Examples are:   
 

Safeguarding Focus  Programme of Study from the PSHCE curriculum guide   
Forced marriage Show some consideration of the needs and feelings of other 

people 
Sexual exploitation Develop an awareness of the places that make us feel safe 
Female Genital Mutilation 
(FGM) 

Respond appropriately to simple choices and offers of help 

 
The following areas of focus are applied annually: 
  

Term  One year rolling programme  
Autumn  
  

CSE 
FGM 
Disclosure  

Spring Neglect 

https://www.castlehillschool.org.uk/school-life/transition
https://www.castlehillschool.org.uk/school-life/transition
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 Bullying  
Drugs and Substance Misuse  

Summer  Radicalisation  
Relationship abuse/ Forced Marriage  

Emotional abuse 
 
 
E-Safety: A Safeguarding section in the KUW Guide provides an E- Safety Focus.  
The ‘E-Safety Curriculum’ is delivered through the application of the Understanding the World 
Curriculum Guide. Students are taught to; ‘Use technology safely and respectfully, keeping personal 
information private and identify where to go for help and support when they have a concern about 
content or contact on the internet or other online technologies (Child-net)’ 
 
The E-Safety Focus is delivered in an appropriately differentiated manner through the application of 
Computing programmes of study. Examples are: 
 
 

E- Safety Focus  Computing Programmes of Study from the KUW curriculum guide   
Identify where to go for help 
and support 

Respond to simple instructions to control a device 
 

Using technology safely Operate devices independently and make connections between 
control and information on a screen 

 
The following areas of focus will be applied annually: 
 

Term  One year rolling programme 
Autumn  Using technology safely 

Spring Keeping personal information private 
Summer  Identify where to go for help and support 

 
Collective Worship  
The curriculum guides highlight festivals and religious events for guidance during each specific term.    
In our Collective Acts of worship, we recognise, affirm and celebrate the values and ethos of the school 
family and explore and celebrate the diversity of different faiths. We provide pupils with experiences 
which enhance their spiritual and moral development and encourage both quiet reflection and active 
participation.  
Departmental assemblies are presented on a weekly basis. Opportunities for reflection and daily 
collective worship are provided in classrooms at the end of each day. A whole school assembly is 
completed at the end of each week.  
 
Wellbeing  
Wellbeing is critical to cognitive development and social and emotional development. At Castle Hill 
School, wellbeing is explicit within all areas of the curriculum enabling pupils to feel confident, express 
emotions, build good relationships, live productively, cope with stresses and adapt in times of change. 
Please follow the link to our wellbeing page https://www.castlehillschool.org.uk/school-
life/wellbeing. Each curriculum Guide contains a section on activities which can support wellbeing 
within that specific subject area. 

Enrichment  
In order to provide further breadth of opportunity and to generalise skills we have also established 
“Enrichment” sessions which run across school. 
The aims of our enrichment sessions are to: 

• Offer pupils the opportunity to work alongside peers and staff from different classes 
• Give pupils opportunities to take part in a wider range of learning experiences  
• Focus on communication learning objectives, while taking part in these wider activities 
• Encourage staff to work on an area of the wider curriculum that is of particular interest or 

expertise to them 
• Promote in pupils the ability to adapt to and enjoy different routines  
• Prepare pupils for transition within school. 

https://www.castlehillschool.org.uk/school-life/wellbeing
https://www.castlehillschool.org.uk/school-life/wellbeing
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Practice  
Enrichment takes place for all pupils across school, with the exception of the Early Years/Foundation 
Stage and some pupils from the AFA class who take part in other cross-school activities as appropriate.   
Subjects covered offer a wide range of experiences, many of which change over time.  Current areas 
include: 

• Music therapy 
• Gardening 
• Yoga 
• Dance 
• Bus group 
• Soft play 
• Sports Team 
• Beauty Salon 
• Wheelchair Dancing 
• Food Therapy 
• Problem Solving Games 

 
Planning focuses on the communication learning needs of individual pupils, with lead staff taking each 
pupil’s MAPP target in this area as the basis for creating lesson learning intentions. 
 
 

 

 

 
 


