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Re-read the key extracts from all five staves and
complete the questions and activities below to
analyse them. You should also highlight key

quotations to learn from these sections of the book.

A Christmas Carol

Key Extracts Booklet



1

Stave I - we are introduced to Scrooge

Highlight references to cold in this extract.
How is Scrooge treated by other people?

How does he feel about the way he is treated by others?



2

Stave I - Scrooge’s office is described and we meet his nephew, Fred. We learn
Scrooge’s views on Christmas.

What are the conditions like in Scrooge’s offices?

What is Scrooge’s nephew, Fred, like in this passage?

Why doesn’t Scrooge think they should celebrate Christmas?



3

Stave I - the portly gentlemen call on Scrooge asking for donations to help the
poor

What three things does Scrooge think are enough to help the poor?

What does Scrooge mean when he says poor people dying would ‘decrease
the surplus population’?



4

Stave I - Scrooge reluctantly allows his clerk, Bob Cratchit, to have Christmas
Day off work.

How does Scrooge feel about Bob wanting Christmas Day off work?

When does Scrooge want Bob to be at work the day after Christmas to make
up for having the day off?



5

Stave I - Scrooge briefly sees his ex-partner Marley’s face where his door
knocker should be.

What does it suggest about Scrooge that he ‘had not bestowed one thought on
Marley’ in seven years, when they had been partners for many years?

Highlight quotes which create a sense of horror here.



6

Stave I - Jacob Marley’s ghost visits Scrooge and warns him he has one
chance to avoid his terrible fate.

What do all the items in Marley’s chain have in common?

What does Marley say was more important than the work he did?

When does Marley’s ghost say he suffers the most?



7

Stave II - The Ghost of Christmas Past is described

What does Scrooge think would be of more use to him than the spirit’s
message?

Highlight quotes which make the spirit sound strange and contradictory in
appearance.



8

Stave II - Scrooge visits the place he grew up in a vision and we see him alone
at boarding school for Christmas.

Stave II - In a slightly later vision, Scrooge’s sister comes to the school to bring
him home.

What seems to make Scrooge so happy when he sees where he grew up?

Who is the ‘solitary child’?

What can we assume about Scrooge’s early life at home from this extract?



9

Stave II - the spirit now takes Scrooge to the workplace where he was
apprenticed and they see his boss, Fezziwig, throwing a Christmas party. They
watch everyone have a great time and then see the young Scrooge and the
other apprentice, Dick, retire to their beds for the night.

What do you think Scrooge wishes he could now say to Bob Cratchit?

Why do you think Scrooge has his ‘heart and soul in the scene’?

What does Scrooge seem to think it more important than money, from his final
lines?



10

Stave II – in the spirit’s final vision, Scrooge sees his ex-fiance ending their
engagement.

Stave II – Scrooge succeeds in banishing the spirit by extinguishing its light.

What ‘idol’ does Belle believe has replaced her in Scrooge’s heart?

What has changed since Belle and Scrooge first became engaged?

How has Scrooge responded to the first spirit?



11

Stave III - Scrooge finds the second spirit in his rooms, surrounded by a festive
feast.

Stave III - the spirit shows Scrooge the Cratchit household, as they prepare for
Christmas dinner.

What impression do we get of the second spirit?

What does it mean when Mrs Cratchit is described ‘as brave in ribbons’ despite
her ‘twice-turned gown’ (meaning it’s been re-made twice).

How do the young Cratchits respond to the food?



12

Stave III - the Cratchits eat their small dinner of goose and Christmas pudding.

Stave III - Scrooge asks the spirit if Bob’s disabled and ill son, Tiny Tim, will
live.

Why will none of the Cratchits comment on how small the pudding is?

Why does the spirit remind Scrooge of his comment about ‘reducing the
surplus population’? (Look back at page 3!)



13

Stave III - the Cratchits make a reluctant toast to Scrooge.

Stave III - Scrooge sees his nephew, Fred, joking with his family about his
attitudes towards Christmas. They discuss how they feel about him.

Why is Scrooge ‘the ogre of the family’ for the Cratchits?



14

Stave III - for its final vision, the spirit shows Scrooge two ragged and unhappy
children.

What does Fred mean by ‘his offences carry their own punishment’?

Why, at the end, does Fred say he feels sorry for Scrooge?

What does ‘ignorance’ mean?

What does ‘want’ mean?

The spirit says these children belong to all people. What do you think he’s
saying about who cause these problems?

Why does the spirit use Scrooge’s own words about workhouses and prisons?



15

Stave IV - The final spirit, the Ghost of Christmas Yet to Come, is described.

Highlight quotes which show a sense of horror here.

What is your impression of this spirit?

Look at the last sentence. Even though Scrooge is now used to ghosts, how
does he react to this one?

Why do you think he reacts this way?



16

Stave IV - Scrooge speaks to the silent spirit, showing that he is now grateful of
the chance to be redeemed.

Stave IV - Scrooge is shown a group of people who are selling goods they have
stolen from a dead man.

Highlight evidence which shows that Scrooge now welcomes the lessons the
spirits are giving him.

Highlight two clues which make us think it is Scrooge they are taking about.
What do Mrs Dilber and Joe’s behaviour show us about how they feel about
the dead man?



17

Stave IV - Scrooge sees the Cratchits again, who are mourning the death of
Tiny Tim, as was predicted.

Stave IV - finally, Scrooge sees his future gravestone and realises he was the
unmourned dead person whose home and body were robbed.

How has the death of Tim affected Bob?

Highlight evidence that Scrooge has changed as a result of what he has seen.



18

Stave V - Scrooge wakes on Christmas day in a joyful mood. He buys the
biggest turkey for the Cratchits then goes out into the street.

Highlight evidence here that Scrooge really has changed.
What does Scrooge mean when he says he will include ‘a great many back-
payments’ in his donation tot he charity?



19

Stave V - Scrooge wakes on Christmas day in a joyful mood. He buys the
biggest turkey for the Cratchits then goes out into the street.

How does Bob react when Scrooge tells him he is going to get a raise?



20

Stave V - the final lines show Scrooge has fully redeemed himself.

Summarise the ways in which Scrooge has changed:


