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CHS Curriculum Intent 

SUCCESSFUL: Learners who gain deep and powerful knowledge in preparation for life; combining academic rigour, curiosity and 

creative flair. 

CREATIVE: Learners who are imaginative, optimistic and inventive; finding their voice to become effective communicators prepared 

for lifelong adaptability 

HAPPY: Learners who are confident, resilient, well-rounded citizens; they understand the world’s communities and are ready to 

discover their place in it. 

CHS Curriculum Area Framework for Learning – Year 9 

SUBJECT Music 
 

Year Group 9 GCSE Music 

Rationale/ 
Narrative 

In Year 9 GCSE students will build upon knowledge learnt in Lower School and continue to develop their musicianship. They will build their 
confidence in performing, listening and composing music and learn new skills in order to prepare them for the GCSE course in Year 10. 
Students gain a much deeper understanding of Music which will allow them to flourish as musicians, both performers and composers. 

 Autumn  1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
KNOWLEDGE Western Classical 

Tradition 1650-1910 
- Notes of the treble clef 
- Notes of the bass clef 
- Basic Rhythms and metre 
- Melodic Devices 
- Dynamics 
- Articulation 
- Playing Techniques 
- Technological effects 

Western Classical 
Tradition 1650-1910 
- Textures 
- Classical Structures 
- Timbres used in Western 
Classical Tradition 
- Tempo 
- Time Signatures 
 

Western Classical 
Tradition 1650-1910 
- Reading staff notation of 
up to 12 bars of unfamiliar 
music 
- Chord systems 
- Scales 
- Common combinations of 
instruments used in 
Western Classical Tradition 
 
 

Popular Music 
- Identifying and writing 
rhythms 
- Reading staff notation of 
up to 12 bars of unfamiliar 
music 
- Chords (including power 
chords and 7th chords) 
- Music Vocabulary 
relevant to Pop Music 
- Contextual information 
about the Beatles: With A 
Little Help From My 
Friends 

Popular Music 
- Understanding rhythmic 
devices linked to Popular 
Music 
- Chord development 
techniques when 
composing (e.g. 
arpeggios/broken chords) 
- Major and Minor chords 
and their associated 
symbols to identify orally 
and written 

Popular Music 
- Structures in Pop Music 
- Developing compositions 
through texture 
- Contextual information 
about film and computer 
gaming music 1990’s to 
present and pop music 
1990’s to present 
Contextual information 
about the Beatles: Within 
You Without You 
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- Contextual information 
about the Beatles: Lucy in 
the Sky with Diamonds 

SKILLS - Performance Skills: 
Performing as an ensemble 
- Listening and Appraising:  
Be able to aurally identify 
musical elements linked to 
dynamics and articulation 
melody and sonority 
(timbre)  
- Composition skills linked 
to the musical elements of 
dynamics and articulation 
melody and sonority 
(timbre) 
 
 
 

- Performance Skills: 
Performing as an ensemble 
- Listening and Appraising: 
Be able to aurally identify 
musical elements linked to 
structure, texture, tempo, 
metre and rhythm  
- Composition skills linked 
to the musical elements of 
structure, texture, tempo, 
metre and rhythm 
 
 
 
 

- Performance Skills: 
Performing as an ensemble 
- Listening and Appraising: 
Be able to aurally identify 
musical elements linked to 
harmony and tonality  
- Composition skills linked 
to the musical elements of 
harmony and tonality 
 

- Performance Skills: 
Performing as an ensemble 
in preparation for the Year 
9 GCSE concert 
- Understanding key 
musical elements of 
harmony and tonality 
linked to Pop Music 
- Composition skills linked 
to the musical elements of 
harmony and tonality 

- Performance Skills: 
Performing extracts of 
With a Little Help From My 
Friends on personal 
instruments on the treble 
and bass clefs 
- Composition skills linked 
to the musical elements of 
Structure, Tempo metre 
and rhythm 
Listening skills: 
Understanding key 
terminology linked to the 
musical elements of 
Structure, Tempo metre 
and rhythm found in Pop 
Music 

- Listening and Appraising:  
Be able to aurally identify 
musical elements linked to 
dynamics and articulation 
melody and sonority 
(timbre) found in Pop 
music 
- Composition skills linked 
to the musical elements of 
dynamics and articulation 
melody and sonority 
(timbre) 
- Performance and 
Composition Skills: 
Composing a live 
performance to a set brief 
(group composition) 
 

ASSESSMENTS  MP1: Baseline Test 
(Feedback Sheet) 
 

MP2: Performance 
Assessment (Feedback 
Sheet) 

MP1: Listening Test 
(Feedback Sheet) 

MP2: Beatles Questions 
Test (Feedback Sheet) 

MP1: Listening Test 
(Feedback Sheet) 

MP2: WYWY Test 
(Feedback Sheet) 

 


