
CHORLTON HIGH SCHOOL

LEARNING 
JOURNEY

YEAR 8



OUR YEAR 8 JOURNEY

In Year 8, learners build on the foundations laid in Year 7 for a Creative, Happy and Successful future at Chorlton High School. They focus on the 
pathways that lie ahead and the skills they will need to be successful. The pastoral curriculum is designed to ensure that learners and parents are 
aware of the cultural opportunities the community that they are part of offers them. The curriculum continues to develop confident, engaged and 
inspired learners who regularly reflect on their progress. It also continues to encourage learners to build, develop and sustain positive and healthy 
relationships. Learners can also still take part in the half termly opportunities they have been part of in Year 7.  This includes using their voice by 
participating in ‘Have Your Say’ days in addition to choosing from a wide range of extra-curricular activities.

The main focus of the pastoral curriculum in Year 8 is to achieve the Chorlton High School Edge.  This is an accredited award that develops learners’ 
character and skills. They can achieve the award by planning and implementing activities that showcase their leadership, organisation, resilience, 
initiative and communication skills. At the end of Year 8, learners will achieve the PiXl Edge Apprentice accreditation.



OUR YEAR 8 JOURNEY
THE AUTUMN TERM 

AUTUMN 1
QUALITY OF SUCCESS: OPTIMISM
FOCUS: TO DIRECT MYSELF OR OTHERS AS A FUTURE LEADER AND TRAIL BLAZER. LEADERSHIP

In addition to having an opportunity to be a: Learner Council representative, Open Evening ambassador, Eco Council representative, 
Library Assistant, Transition Buddy and auditioning for the school musical in the first half term of Year 8, learners will also focus on 
leadership and the development of this very important skill. The Quality of Success focus is optimism and learners will be encouraged 
to look to their future with drive and positivity. Learners will focus on developing key leadership skills through form time with the 
guidance of their form tutor and will be given two tasks to complete to go towards achieving their PiXl Edge accreditation. The tasks 
include: reflecting on someone of interest who they consider to be inspirational and sharing their reasons and information about this 
person by leading on a form time session and taking a leading part in learning during one of their arts based lessons.

AUTUMN 2 
QUALITY OF SUCCESS: EMPATHY 
FOCUS: TO BRING IDEAS OR PEOPLE TOGETHER TOWARDS A POSITIVE SOCIAL FOCUS. ORGANISATION

As well as focusing on continuing their journey to success with the development of healthy study habits with the first round of progress 
tests for year 8, learners will focus on the second of five focus skills this half term for the PiXl Edge accreditation: organisation. They 
will focus on the quality of success empathy and how they can build their organisation skills to bring ideas or people together towards a 
positive social focus. Learners will be tasked with organising a fundraising event and completing the 12 day Acts of Kindness calendar 
in the countdown to the end of term. In this half term, Year 8 learners will also take part in Classfest. This is an exploration of careers in 
the Creative industries, Languages and Social Sciences. Events include a photography show and tell, an author visit, a Law inspiration-
al speaker, a Law lecture and a Careers networking event.



OUR YEAR 8 JOURNEY
THE SPRING TERM 

SPRING 1
QUALITY OF SUCCESS: MOTIVATION 
FOCUS: TO BE DRIVEN AND HAVE THE IMPETUS TO MAKE A CHANGE WHEN ENCOUNTERING NEW EXPERIENCES. INITIATIVE.

This half term will see learners prepared for and faced with their pathway choices, where they will work with form tutors, senior lead-
ers and parents to discuss the relevant pathway and qualifications for them and decide on what they would like to study in more depth 
in Year 9 and continue to study in Year 10 and 11. In Tutor time, learners will focus on how to use their initiative, the third of the five 
focus skills that they need to explore for the PiXl Edge accreditation. They will also focus on the Quality of Success motivation and how 
they can use their initiative to drive them forward and navigate their way through the very important pathways process.

SPRING 2
QUALITY OF SUCCESS: RESPONSIBILITY AND REFLECTION 
FOCUS: TO USE MY VOICE TO MAKE PEOPLE THINK, FEEL OR ACT. COMMUNICATION.

Learners will focus on continuing their journey to success with the development of their healthy study habits in preparation for the 
second round of Year 8 progress tests. They will also focus on the fourth of five focus skills for their PiXl Edge accreditation: commu-
nication. This will be complimented by their focus on the Qualities of Success, responsibility and reflection. Learners will be given the 
opportunity to develop their communication skills during Tutor time. Following this, they will be encouraged to feed this into their curric-
ulum lessons and discuss with their teachers how they can further develop these skills in their lessons.



OUR YEAR 8 JOURNEY
THE SUMMER TERM 

SUMMER 1 
QUALITY OF SUCCESS: PRACTICE AND RESILIENCE 
FOCUS: TO SUSTAIN PERSONAL GROWTH TOWARDS A GOAL. RESILIENCE.

Learners will focus on the final of the five focus skills this half term for the PiXl Edge accreditation which is resilience. They will also 
reinforce this focus through their work on the Qualities of Success, practice and resilience. Learners will be encouraged, during form 
time, to write and act upon a short report pledge, complete a revision timetable and show evidence of using one of the school’s ‘Se-
crets of Success’ revision strategies. 

SUMMER 2: 
QUALITY OF SUCCESS: CURIOSITY AND CREATIVITY  
FOCUS: TO REFLECT AND RECORD EVIDENCE OF MY YEAR 8 JOURNEY AND ACHIEVE MY PIXL EDGE ACCREDITATION.

In addition to the continued focus on developing and consolidating healthy study habits in preparation for the final Progress Tests of 
the year, learners will focus on their own personalised plan for the last half term. They will be encouraged to reflect and review what 
they have managed to achieve so far in terms of their PiXl Edge accreditation and then will use this half term to address any gaps in 
the skills they have developed over the academic year so far. Leaners should ask themselves, their peers, their form tutors, parents, 
and teachers questions around the five focus skills and should zoom in one or two of these skills that they still feel that they are yet to 
master.


