
Writing a Critical Essay 

How? 

1) Read the information on slide 2 and answer the questions about how it could apply to the 
topic we have covered this week. Then, check your ideas with the information on slide 3.

2) Slide 4 gives you the question you will be writing your essay on. Read it carefully and feel free 
to write down any initial ideas you might have using the bullet points to help you. 

3) Using the Point and Evidence you put together last lesson, you need to make these boxes on 
your tables more specific to the question. Use the questions on slide 5 to help you to complete 
the first two. 

4) Use the bullet points in the table on slide 6 to help you to complete the analysis part of the 
comparison points in your table. 

5) Slide 7 helps to show how these steps you have taken are related to the A Level mark scheme.  

6) Using the template layout on slide 8 and the example paragraph on slide 8 to support you in 
writing one of your comparative paragraphs answering the question on slide 4.

What? To write a critical essay comparing both Mr Hyde and Kurtz 

Why? This lesson enables students to see what is required to write at the level expected for A Level, including 
considering how texts can be influenced by the time period they were written in. 



What? To write a critical essay comparing both Mr Hyde and Kurtz 

Below is a part of an essay written by William Golding which you may have seen in Year 10. 

Task: Read the information below and answer the questions: 

What does it suggest about civilisation? 

What could you say about Mr Hyde and Kurtz now you have read this?

Write your ideas down in your book. 

Victorian society was mainly about being respected and following the rules set out by life. You had 
to be polite, go to church and treat everyone you met with respect. It was important that if you lived 
during the Victorian period that you weren’t loud, rude to people or violent in any way. Many 
people who were considered ‘outsiders’ in Victorian society are those who won’t follow these rules. 
People who were mentally or physically disabled who behaved ‘differently’ to most people were 
considered unusual or weird. They did not understand how people could not behave and follow 
rules. Victorian society was about being dignified, ensuring you did not embarrass yourself or others 
and keeping as quiet as possible. 



What? To write a critical essay comparing both Mr Hyde and Kurtz 

Why is this relevant? 

Both Kurtz and Hyde do not follow the rules as expected in the Victorian times. 

Kurtz is far away in Africa and as a result is no longer required to follow the rules of Victorian society, as a result he 
becomes ‘uncivilised’ as he becomes more like a native of Africa. 

Hyde is the opposite of Dr Jekyll who follows the rules of Victorian society, Hyde is everything Jekyll wants to do but 
cannot. Therefore Hyde is ignoring what a Victorian gentleman should do and is doing the opposite. 

Victorian society was mainly about being respected and following the rules set 
out by life. You had to be polite, go to church and treat everyone you met with 
respect. It was important that if you lived during the Victorian period that you 
weren’t loud, rude to people or violent in any way. Many people who were 
considered ‘outsiders’ in Victorian society are those who won’t follow these 
rules. People who were mentally or physically disabled who behaved 
‘differently’ to most people were considered unusual or weird. They did not 
understand how people could not behave and follow rules. Victorian society 
was about being dignified, ensuring you did not embarrass yourself or others 
and keeping as quiet as possible. 



“Savagery is the natural state of all men”

How are men presented as savage in Heart of Darkness and The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll & Mr Hyde? 

The Question: 

Our task for this question is to consider how both Kurtz and Mr Hyde are shown as savage. 

We need to consider: 
• How we can show they are savage. 

• What has made them savage and why is this natural.
• How the two are shown to be savage in different ways. 

We will now approach this question step-by-step. 

Let’s start with the table we started to complete last lesson… 



Comparison 1 –
Both men start off civilised

Point & Evidence Analysis

Mr Hyde

Hyde begins as just an 
idea of Dr Jekyll who 
is a respected man in 
society. 
“I had been safe of all 
men’s respect’. 

Kurtz

Kurtz was respected 
by his colleagues in 
Victorian London who 
respected him. “First-
class agent” 
“in charge of a trading 
point” 

Step 1 – Taking our evidence and relating it to the question. 

First, look at your comparative point and your 
evidence. 

Now, think how it can relate to the question. 

If Dr Jekyll is a respected man at the start of the novel, what does he do 
to make him not respected? How is Mr Hyde involved?

How is Hyde different to Dr Jekyll? What makes him uncivilised? 

What has made Kurtz civilised at the beginning of the novel? What changes?
What has him living in the jungle got to do with him turning savage? 

TASK – Answer these questions in your analysis boxes for your first comparison.    



“Savagery is the natural state of all men”

How are men presented as savage in Heart of Darkness and The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll & Mr Hyde? 

Comparison 1 –
Both men start off civilised

Comparison 2 –
Both men are outside of Victorian 

society. 

Comparison 3 –
No one can control them, they 

don’t have to follow orders.

Point & Evidence Analysis Point & Evidence Analysis Point & Evidence Analysis

Mr Hyde

Hyde begins as just an 
idea of Dr Jekyll who is a 
respected man in society. 
“I had been safe of all 
men’s respect’. 

• What happens when 
Mr Hyde is released? 

• How do people in the 
city react to him?

• How has Victorian 
society effected him?  

• Why is no one 
controlling Hyde? 

• What happens 
when Hyde is out 
of control? 

• How do people 
respond? 

Kurtz

Kurtz was respected by his 
colleagues in Victorian 
London who respected 
him. “First-class agent” 
“in charge of a trading 
point” 

• Why do you think Kurtz 
changed when he left 
London? 

• What has he not got to 
do now he is in Africa? 

• In what way has he 
changed? 

• Why can’t anyone 
control Kurtz? 

• What shows us he 
is out of control?

• How does Marlow 
respond to him? 

Using the questions in the grid above, can you add your analysis for the other two comparisons? 



Writing your response 
“Savagery is the natural state of all men”

How are men presented as savage in Heart of Darkness and The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll & Mr Hyde? 

POINT FROM HEART OF DARKNESS 

EVIDENCE  

ANALYSIS & CONTEXT 

COMPARE TO JEKYLL & HYDE   

EVIDENCE  

ANALYSIS & CONTEXT 

Here is how you can take all the different 
components we have covered over the last 

few lessons, and put them into an essay 
structure. 

On the next slide is an example to help 
you, using the first comparison we did 

from our table. 

You will then write your own paragraph. 



Writing your response 
“Savagery is the natural state of all men”

How are men presented as savage in Heart of Darkness and The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll & Mr Hyde? 

POINT FROM HEART OF DARKNESS 

EVIDENCE  

ANALYSIS & CONTEXT 

COMPARE TO JEKYLL & HYDE   

EVIDENCE  

ANALYSIS & CONTEXT 

In ‘Heart of Darkness’ we learn that Kurtz is a respectable gentleman at the start of the 
novel. This is shown in the quote ‘in charge of a trading post, a very important one’. This 
suggests that Kurtz was respected enough when he was in London that the company decided 
to place a lot of trust in him and make him the manager. This suggests that Kurtz was a 
civilised member of Victorian society in London and that his move away from this society, to a 
less developed part of the world might have caused him to become savage. Kurtz only 
became savage when he left the rules of Victorian London and was allowed to do as he 
pleases and act as he naturally would. In comparison to this, Dr Jekyll considers himself to be 
a respectable man in Victorian society. This is shown in the quote “I had been safe of all 
men’s respect’, suggesting that it is important to Dr Jekyll to be seen in this way. Therefore, 
Mr Hyde was created to behave in a way that doesn’t follow the rules Dr Jekyll follows from 
society describing how ‘my devil had been long caged’. This suggests that, like Kurtz, Mr Hyde 
acts in a more ‘natural’ and savage way as he is also outside the rules and regulations of a 
restrictive Victorian society. 

Using this as a template, can you write another paragraph comparing the two texts? 


