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Mrs T Thorn

Principal

WELCOME



• To welcome you (and your child) to the Academy.

• To allow you to meet key staff for your child.

• To tell you a little bit more about us.

• To, hopefully, answer any questions which you have.

• This Powerpoint will be shared with you after this 
afternoon so you don’t need to make any notes!

WELCOME



Mrs Thorn – Principal

Assistant Principals:

o Mrs Nicholson-Ward 
o Mrs Dawson
o Mr Curzon

SENCo – Mrs Thorn

Head of Year – Mr Hodson

Form Tutors:

• 5ST Mrs Taylor
• 5VH Mrs Henshaw
• 5JC Mrs Croasdale/Mrs Shukla
• 5TC Mr Cannon
• 5TP Miss Harvey/Mrs Pine

KEY STAFF – YEAR 5



“Pupils delight in thinking beyond themselves 
and they seek ways to transform the lives of others” SIAMS 2020

LIVING OUT OUR VALUES



WELLBEING MATTERS



School Gates open at 08.40am.

Please do not allow your child to arrive before then – they are not 
supervised and not allowed into school.

Your child can attend Early Risers / Home Learning but this needs 
to be pre-booked and paid for in advance. 

Cost £6 per session.

Early Risers is from 07.45am

Home Learning Club finishes at 17.00pm

BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL
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Your child brought home their 
timetable at the start of term.

You will see that we have a two-
week timetable.

Unlike a primary school, pupils 
move to teachers / specialist 
teaching rooms from Year 5.

The timetable is also visible on 
the MCAS app (more of that 
later!!)

TIMETABLE



ENGLISH HOME LEARNING

Mr Pellington and Miss West: Set 1
Mrs Howard and Mr Johnson: Set 2
Miss Harvey / Mrs Pine: Set 3

English home learning: Pupils will be set 1x SPAG.com test a week on a Monday.
English teachers will distribute passwords in the coming week.

www.spag.com Pupils will have a week to complete the test.
When they login any incomplete tests will show as available, 
anything they've completed will show as having been done.

They will also be expected to log in to The Spelling Shed or The Phonics Shed for 10 mins, 
five times a week.  Again, passwords will be given out shortly.

There will be an assignment task available when they login - this remains on their account 
for the full week even if they've completed it once. As long as the weekly assignment has 
been completed at least once they can spend their 10 minutes playing the spelling/ 
phonics games.

http://www.spag.com/


MATHS HOME LEARNING



Letter Words Colour Explanation

G

Greater 
Depth / 
Going 
Beyond

Pupils who achieve ‘Greater Depth’ are those who successfully grasp 
the most complex aspects of your curriculum and can use their general 
knowledge and understanding to create links between ideas, 
knowledge and skills which have been taught or they have acquired in 
this area. They are working at a level well beyond the standards 
expected for their age.

R

Reaching 
Beyond / 
Rising 
above

Pupils who achieve ‘Rising Above’ are those who have moved beyond 
a solid knowledge and skill base in the subject and they are able to use 
what they have been taught to create links between all aspects of your 
subject. They have exceeded the standard expected for children of 
their age.

E

Established Pupils who achieve ‘Established’ in a subject have demonstrated that 
they have a solid understanding of the knowledge and skills which 
have been taught in the subject throughout the year. They have 
achieved the standard expected for children of their age.

A
Approaching Pupils who are ‘Approaching’ have gained some sound knowledge and 

skills in the subject but they have not yet reached the standards which 
we expect for pupils of their age.

T

Tackling / 
Towards

Pupils who are ‘tackling’ can understand the basic ideas and 
concepts which have been covered. They are currently unable to link 
the knowledge and skills to demonstrate 
the age appropriate standards. Therefore, these pupils may be working 
at a level below their current year.

Reports are issued at the 
end of every term.

They will contain:

• Attendance
• Attainment in each 

subject
• An assessment grade 

per subject
• GL grades / STAR reader 

REPORTS



EXTRA CURRICULAR



Y5 – DAY AT KIBBLESTONE

Children will be attending a ‘Wilderness Academy’ at Kibblestone (Oulton) 
and will take part in a range of activities, including crate stacking, Jacob's ladder 

and axe throwing.

Parents will be asked to drop off at Kibblestone between 8:30am and 8:45am 
and collect them at the end of the day at 4:00pm from Kibblestone.

5JC Monday 13th October 2025
5VH Tuesday 14th October 2025
5TP Wednesday 15th October 2025
5ST Thursday 16th October 2025
5TC Friday 17th October 2025

More information will follow on 
My Child at School ‘MCAS’ prior to the event.



Christ Church Academy’s 2026 Ski Course – Mr Bailey & Miss Fares

2 Places Available 

(potentially more if there is the Y5 interest) 

Sunday 15th February 2026 – Saturday 21st February 2026

Cerler, Spain. Travelling by air. 
Daily Ski Tuition. Full board basis. Evening activities. 

Full Payment £1655.00 due by the 31st October 2025 (Sign Up Deposit £350.00)

Pre-trip social sessions will be arranged to build friendships within the group ☺

Please get in touch on ski.trip@cca.staffs.sch.uk or pop down to Art Room this evening to see 

Miss Fares. 

2026 SKI COURSE



CHURCH SERVICES

Harvest Donations- any items for the food 
bank gratefully received- to the back of 
Room 4 please. 

Y5 Welcome Service (with parents)-
Fri 19th Sept 2pm. 
Bookings via the QR code. 
Parents can take pupils home from the 
service (they will need to sign them out), 
remainder will return to school for normal 
home time. 

Harvest Service- Wed 1st October at church.



Term dates are on 
the website and the 
‘calendar section’ is 
regularly updated.

TERM DATES 2025-2026



School concerts and Stone Rocks

Careers opportunities – WaterPlus visits

Drop down days – focussed on wider curriculum

Author visits and Theatre trips

Visits to Christ Church 

Fundraising – Macmillan Coffee Morning, 
Harvest, Christmas Shoe Box and many more!

Excellence Programme

OTHER OPPORTUNITIES



Stone Fire Station – Safe & Sound Visits

Stone Library visits

Visits to Kibblestone for Team Building - Oct

Author visits and Theatre visits

Sporting  and music opportunities (including 
instrumental lessons)

Supporting chosen charities

YEAR 5



THE 4 Rs



Christ Church Academy uses My Child At 
School. The "My Child at School" app, or MCAS, 
is a school communication and information 
portal that gives parents real-time access to 
your child's academic performance, 
attendance, behaviour, timetables, and 
important school announcements via a mobile 
app or web browser. 

It is really important that you 
download the MCAS app.

Search for and download "MyChildAtSchool" 
from the iOS App Store or Google Play Store.

PARENTS: SCHOOL APP - MCAS



PARENTS: SCHOOL APP - MCAS

Child’s Name

This is what parents/carers see when they log-in to 
their MCAS app:

• Achievements and Behaviours
• Homework
• Academic Calendar
• Attendance
• Timetable
• Reports
• Data Collection
• Parental Consent 

Please could all Year 5 parents/carers click on the 
‘Data Collection’ and ‘Parental Consent’ tabs and 
complete relevant sections, as necessary – this will 
ensure we have all of the latest information for 
yourself and your child.



STUDENT PORTAL

A message has been sent out today advising on 
how you can help your child set up and log into 
their Student Portal.

This is what pupils will see when they log-in:

• Attendance
• My Subjects
• My Timetable
• Behaviour
• Exam Results
• Exam Timetables
• Calendar Events
• Homework

Child’s Name



HOME LEARNING

Y5 Home Learning only set for 
English and Maths

Set weekly  

You can see your child’s 
Home Learning on MCAS

Pupils can see their 
Home Learning on 
the Student Portal 



Pupils are awarded achievement points in school.

These range from great attitude towards learning, 
representing the school, being kind, excellent work, 
excellent effort etc.

‘Star of the Week’ is awarded every week to the winner 
in each form and there is an overall winning form as well.

Their prize is a badge, an early dinner pass and some biscuits in the dining centre.

If your child is ‘Star of the Week’ you will be emailed a certificate and their 
forename will be shared on Social Media!

And, of course, you can keep up-to-date with all of your 
child’s achievement points on the MCAS app!

ACHIEVEMENT POINTS



Pupils are also awarded behaviour points in school.

These range from not having the correct equipment, not being ready to learn, 
not completing home learning etc.  This helps us to ensure everyone is 
following the 4Rs.

We ask that parents/carers do not contact staff regarding minor issues, ie 
no equipment, distracted in class etc.

As always, if there is anything more serious we will contact you to discuss.

Any behaviour points that your child is given are shown on the MCAS app.

BEHAVIOUR POINTS



Attendance so far has been fantastic!

If your child is absent, you must contact school 
EVERY day via the School Office before 
9:30am. 

Please provide evidence of all medical 
appointments.

Holidays: According to the Government, 
holidays should not be taken in term time 
unless in exceptional circumstances – you 
must contact us about this.

If we believe you to be on holiday we will ask 
Mr Woodfield to visit.

REPORTING AN ABSENCE
It is important that parents/carers advise us if their child is absent 

from school as soon as possible but before 09:30am.

Reporting an absence is simple, even out of school hours - please see 

information below.

• Phone – 01785 334900

• Email – office@cca.staffs.sch.uk

• Via MCAS

Please ensure you have downloaded the school 

MCAS app to stay up to date with what’s going 

on at the Academy.

ATTENDANCE

mailto:office@cca.staffs.sch.uk


• Smart uniform

• Pencil case 
(pencil, ruler, rubber, black pen, red pen)

• Reading book

• Water bottle

• Locker key

EQUIPMENT



Every pupil is issued with a locker.

If pupils leave their key at home,  
we have a master key in school but 
we will not ring you to bring your 
child’s key in.

If your child loses their key – there 
is a charge of £5 for a replacement 
key.

LOCKERS



Most pupils look incredibly smart and are wearing their uniform with pride.

A few thoughts:

• Blazers should be worn every day and in 
the corridors/ assemblies however pupils 
will be allowed to remove them in class 
and we will email if it is too hot so they can 
leave them at home.

• All trousers / skirts / shorts should be grey 
not black.

• Pupils are allowed to wear a dark grey 
V-neck jumper in addition to the uniform 
pictured if they are cold.

Please see the School Uniform Policy for reminders regarding jewellery, haircuts and footwear.

UNIFORM



Our School Dining Centre is available 

for pupils to purchase food twice a day.

At breaktime there are snacks such 

as toast, waffles and oatcakes.

School meals are available every day 

(£2.85) – menus are on the website.

Alternatively, pupils can bring 

sandwiches.

FOOD

Please ensure your child’s ParentPay account is topped up regularly



We are a cashless school.

All meals and extra-
curricular activities are paid 
for on ParentPay.

You should have received 
your ParentPay log-in 
details.

PARENTPAY



If you need to contact us, the first person that you should contact is 
your child’s Form Tutor.

You should have received a welcome email from them in the first 
week including their email address.

Please remember that staff are all teaching and therefore you will not 
get an immediate response to your email. We will always try to reply 
within three days.

Safeguarding – If you have an urgent safeguarding concern, do please 
ring and ask to speak to Mrs Dawson (DSL) or myself (DDSL) and we 
will hopefully speak to you there and then.

CONTACT



The school office staff are wonderful, however sometimes the demands which are 
put upon them are unrealistic.

If you ring at 3.20pm to say that someone different is collecting your child and we 
need to let them know – it is highly unlikely that this will happen.

We will not ring home if your child has forgotten their PE kit or their locker key –
we recommend that they leave their PE Kit in their locker for the week and take it 
home at the weekend. If they do forget their locker key we have master keys.

The office staff are unable to tell you when a member of staff will contact you back 
– please trust that they will and if you haven’t heard after 3 days please send an 
email to the Head of Year or Head of Department and they will chase for you.

SCHOOL OFFICE OPENING HOURS:        08:30am – 4:30pm  MONDAY to THURSDAY
08:30am – 4:00pm  FRIDAY

Please note the school office is closed at lunchtime from 12:20 to 13:30pm

THE SCHOOL OFFICE



MOBILE PHONES



VACANCIES

We’re looking for new PTFA members!
Whether you can help at just one event 

or want to be part of our exciting 
journey for years to come, we’d love to 

have you on board.

It’s a great way to meet other parents & 
carers, support school events, and share 

your amazing ideas!

💬 Register your interest by 
scanning the QR code





WEBSITE




