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Special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) can affect a child or young person’s ability to learn. They can affect their behaviour or ability to socialise, their reading and writing, their ability to understand things, their concentration levels and may affect their physical ability to do something. 
	How we identify and assess needs

	How will Christ Church know if my child needs extra help?

	At Christ Church First School we believe that the earlier a special need is identified the sooner support can be put into place to develop that individual pupil and give them the best opportunity to achieve their full potential. There are a number of different ways that we as a school may identify need:
· Concerns may be raised by parents/ carers, teachers or pupils’ previous educational setting
· There is a change in the child’s behaviour
· A pupil asks for help
· Pupil observations indicate that they have additional needs
· Tracking of attainment through teacher assessments indicate a lack of attainment or progress

	What should I do if I think my child needs extra help? 

	As a parent/ carer you may have a concern. If this is the case, then it is advisable to make an appointment with the school’s Special Educational Needs and Disabilities coordinator (SENDCO) Miss Bourne. During this appointment, you will have opportunity to outline your concerns to the SENDCO and this will be communicated with the child’s class teacher and any other adult in school who works with them. 

	How will the school respond to concerns?

	Once concerns have been raised, and where it is appropriate, the child is then placed on a Special Educational Needs Monitoring Register and a graduated approach is followed to address the specific educational need/needs of the individual child. Initially, the SENDCO will observe the child and make suggestions to the class teacher on how to overcome the difficulties the child is presenting with within the quality first teaching environment. This is then monitored for an agreed period of time, depending on the severity of the need. If the school does not see improvements in the child after the agreed length of time, the child will be placed on the Special Educational Needs Register. This will then allow school to consult with other professional agencies and experts on how to best support the child. At all times the school will be in communication with the parents/ carers to discuss progress and next steps. 

	Where can I find the school’s SEND policy and other related documents? 

	Our SEND policy can be found on our school website along with all other related policies.
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	How will you teach and support my child or young person with SEND?

	Class teachers plan lessons according to the specific needs of all groups of children in their class and will ensure your child’s needs are met through differentiation and challenge (quality first teaching). At Christ Church we have a TA in every class to allow pupils with SEND to have additional support within the classroom environment which support their learning and enables misconceptions to be addressed quickly and effectively. 

	How resources are allocated to meet children or young people’s needs? 

	Specific resources and strategies will be used to support children individually or in groups. The school will have identified through a meeting with the SENDCO, parents and where necessary outside agencies what the category of need is for the child. 
These are some of the areas of needs:
Physical: If your child has a physical need, school will be supported by outside agencies and will be advised how to best support your child at school. For example, school may call upon the expertise of physiotherapists and occupational therapy. These agencies can then advise school and check that classrooms and other areas of school are accessible for all pupils. 
Hearing Impairment/ Visual Impairment: School uses advice and support from the Visual and Hearing Impairment teams. School can be advised on how to support children in the use and maintenance of hearing aids, where to sit children in relation to the class teacher and even what font size to use when providing written resources. 
Social and Emotional and Mental Health needs: Christ Church has a very clear stance on mental health and wellbeing. We have an ELSA who works every afternoon in school to support pupils. 
Mild Learning Difficulty: All classes promote quality first teaching. Teachers will use a range of interventions and supportive strategies to provide a personalised and differentiated curriculum for these pupils. School has trained Teachers and TAs in a number of interventions which will accelerate pupils progress. 
Speech, Language and Communication Difficulties: School has trained staff to conduct screening to identify pupils in the Early Years and KS1 with Speech, language and communication difficulties and provide tailored intervention. For children with a more severe speech, language and communication need, support and advice from outside agencies will be sought and where necessary referrals can be made to the Speech and Language Team. 
Autistic spectrum disorders: School will use the expertise of outside agencies to diagnose and support pupils with Autistic Spectrum Disorder in school. 
Dyscalculia/Dyslexia: School cannot diagnose a Specific Learning Difficulty. Children with these difficulties will be able to access additional resources to support them within class and school can offer interventions for both areas of difficulty. 
ADHD/ ADD: School will use advice given by outside agencies to support children with this difficulty in school.


	How is the decision made about what type and how much support my child or young person will receive? Who will make the decision and on what basis?

	Decisions will be made jointly between school and parents/ carers at all points in the child’s journey through school life. SEND pupils’ needs are met, where possible, in the classroom through high quality teaching and personalised differentiation. Every pupil with SEND at Christ Church First will be provided with a pupil passport to help staff to know them better and share information about them easily. The pupil passport is written along the child. It will outline how the child wants to be supported and what strategies, resources and interventions are being provided in the classroom in order for the child. It is reviewed every term to ensure that the provision outlined in the passport still meets the needs of the child.

	How will equipment and facilities to support children and young people with SEND be secured? 

	School has a wide variety of resources available in school to support the needs of pupils. Should the need arise for additional resources school will work with agencies and providers to try to seek required resources within the constraints of budget. 

	How will you and I know how my child or young person is doing? 

	Assess, Plan, Do, Review (APDR) cycles will be completed by teachers and communicated to parents on a half term/ termly basis. Rigorous and robust assessments are also carried out on a regular basis to help to ascertain progress and this will also be communicated between school and home.  

	How will you help me to support their learning? 

	Where appropriate home learning will be recommended. Reading books will be sent home on a weekly basis and also books to be shared at home will go home on a weekly basis. Pupil will be encouraged to complete ‘Purple Mash’, ‘White Rose Maths’, ‘TTRockstars’ and ‘Little Wandle’ activities but to name a few. Additional work may on occasions be sent home to further reinforce learning. 

	How do we consult with and involve children with SEND in planning and reviewing their education? 

	Pupils are involved in all stages of their education and discussions around what they like/ don’t like and what they think is working etc will be discussed with them. Things will be done with the pupils in full consultation not to them. 

	How do you assess and evaluate the effectiveness of provision for children with SEND?

	The school SENDCO will review and monitor all interventions that go on outside the classroom. Through lesson observations the Headteacher and Assistant Headteacher will observe quality first teaching and ascertain that staff have all the relevant training to develop staff knowledge further where necessary. 
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	Keeping students safe and supporting their wellbeing

	What pastoral support is available to support my child ’s overall social and emotional development and well-being? 

	All class teachers and teaching assistants work with their class to ensure that the children’s mental health needs are met. We also have an ELSA in school who works with our pupils during afternoon 1:1 or small group sessions. We are an attachment and trauma aware school and all staff have had emotional coaching training so we are well trained in supporting our pupils’ SEMH needs.

	How will you manage my child’s medicine or personal care needs?

	Medical forms can be obtained from the school office. These need to be filled in, detailing your child’s medical needs. Staff have regular/ up to date first aid training and we also have staff with paediatric first aid qualifications. Epi pen training is also up to date for a number of staff. 

	What support is there for behaviour, avoiding exclusions and increasing attendance?

	As an inclusive school we work closely with our parents to support pupils and work to try and meet any behavioural need and attendance issues. We work with VIP education who support us with our attendance work. They have also supported us with our behaviour needs in school. An exclusion is something that is always a last resort and we work collaboratively to try to avoid this where we can. 
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	Your child’s class teacher is the main person involved in your child’s education. Other adults in school (Teaching Assistants, SENDCO, Head teacher) will also play a role in your child’s education. 

	How do you ensure that the SEND information about a child is shared and understood by teachers and all relevant staff?

	It is the SENDCO’s responsibility to share all relevant information with any member of staff who is working directly with your child. 

	What expertise do you have in relation to SEND? 

	The SENDCO (Miss Bourne) has undertaken additional qualifications – SENDCO Award – before undertaking her role within school. She also has over 20 years of experience working with SEND pupils. The Headteacher (Mrs Graham) has completed numerous qualifications within SEND, attachment and trauma and has over 25 years of experience of working with children with SEND. 

	Which other services do you access to provide for and support pupils with SEND (including health, therapy and social care services)? 

	The school has access to and is supported by a range of outside agencies: 
· SENIS (Special Educational Needs Inclusion Services) 
· Social Care 
· Educational Physiologist 
· Speech and Language Therapy 
· Autism Inclusion Team (AIT)
· Hearing and Visual Impairment Service

	Who would be my first point of contact if I want to discuss something?

	Class Teacher
SENDCO
Head Teacher

	Who is the SEND Coordinator and how can I contact them? 

	Miss Bourne is the school SENDCO and can be contacted at any time should you have any concerns. She can be contacted on her school email address or by ringing the school office. 

	What roles do your governors have? And what does the SEN governor do?

	Governors are involved and reported to regarding SEN pupils as a collective and how we support them in school. We report to them on an annual basis and the link governor has further meetings with the SENDCO throughout the year. 

	How will my child be supported to have a voice in the school? 

	All pupils are actively encouraged to become members of the school council during their time at Christ Church. They are also given opportunities to discuss their thought and ideas when their pupil passports are completed on a termly basis. 



	[bookmark: Inclusion]Inclusion & Accessibility

	How will my child or young person be included in activities outside the classroom, including trips? 

	At Christ Church First School we are committed to ensuring equality of education and opportunity for all pupils, staff, parents and carers receiving services from the school, irrespective of ethnicity, gender, disability, faith or religion or socio-economic background. This is underpinned by our values which support all members of our school community to “Be the best you can be in God’s beautiful world.”

	How accessible is the setting’s environment?

	Please refer to our equality and accessibility policy for more details. 
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