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Assessment at KS3

New approach for 2023:
We are going to assess how well students have learned the curriculum

What exactly is a curriculum?
A curriculum is made up of all of the knowledge, skills and experiences that students
will learn and be able to do across each of their subjects. At CHS South , this is
represented as a 5-year learning journey across each subject. Our aim is for students
to become knowledge rich and move from novice to expert in each subject.
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How well have you learned the curriculum?
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EXCEPTIONALEMERGING DEVELOPING SECURE EXTENDING

A student working at this level has some knowledge and an emerging understanding of key concepts of 
the Curriculum. 

An ‘emerging’ student will find that learning is a challenge and that the subject content is difficult most 
of the time. They need to focus on practicing and learning key concepts so that they can move on to the 

developing stage.
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EXCEPTIONALEMERGING DEVELOPING SECURE EXTENDING

A student working at this level is developing their knowledge as outlined in the Curriculum. They are 
developing the understanding of the key concepts however they are not yet secure in these.

A student will find lessons hard sometimes but will be able to grasp many, but probably not all, of the key 
concepts. They will make mistakes but this is all a part of the learning journey as they try to get their 

knowledge to be secure.
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A student working at this level is secure in their knowledge. They have mastered key concepts and 
would get things right the majority of the time.

All students should be aiming to for their knowledge to be at least ‘secure’ as this will mean that they are 
on target in their Key Stage 3 studies to have a solid foundation of knowledge at the start of their GCSE 

studies in Year 10. If their knowledge remains secure in Years 10 and Year 11 they will be looking at 
gaining grade 5s and access to many of the courses they want to study at college. A student who wants 

to specialise in a certain area should be aiming for their knowledge to be extending.
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A student working at this levels is very secure in their knowledge. They are demonstrating that they have 
a greater depth of understanding and can apply and manipulate knowledge and key concepts.

Students at this level often find that they are easily able to recall their knowledge and they learn new 
things relatively easily. They are accurate almost all of the time and are able to apply their understanding 

to new contexts in class. If a student maintains their knowledge at this level they should be looking at 
studying the subject beyond Year 11 as they are capable of very high grades indeed! If a student’s level of 

knowledge is beyond even this, then the student’s knowledge will be EXCEPTIONAL.
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A student working at this level is excelling at a level that is exceptional. They display excellent 
knowledge, application, and the interplay of the key concepts that together demonstrate an academic 

flair for the subject.

Students at this level are incredibly able in a certain discipline and are always quick and accurate. This is 
a level that will only be reached by 1-2% of our student population and students at this level should be 

looking at Grade 9s in their Year 11 studies.



How do we make our judgements?

Each subject area at Key Stage 3 has its
own specific assessment criteria which
will be shared with students and parents.

A teacher will make their professional judgement from these criteria based on a number of factors:
• Performance on Progress tests in Spring and in the Summer.
• Performance on any unit tests
• Work produced in the lesson in books and/or in any practical activity
• Work produced as Home Learning
• Student's ability to talk about the work

CREATIVE – HAPPY – SUCCESSFUL

EXCEPTIONALEMERGING DEVELOPING SECURE EXTENDING



What do the reports look like?
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