
How to effectively revise for 
Maths, English and Science



Week 3: 
First Mock 

Exam

Autumn 1

Autumn 2

3x College 
Entry Exams

Spring 1

Spring 2

Your
Exams
start!

Summer 1

Year 11 Timeline

Final
Mock
Exams

May half term 
revision sessions

Easter revision 
sessions

Reflection on all 
assessments so 
far, working on 
your areas for 
development

YO
U ARE H

ER
E



OCR

Edexcel

100
marks

100
marks

100
marks

3rd June 10th June16th May 





Grade 63+ 4=
STUDENT A



How did Student A do it?
Really reflected on her QLAs – used Sparx to plug the gaps

Week 3 QLA Spring Mock







Grade 54+3-
STUDENT B



How did Student B do it?
• Worked hard EVERY single and EVERY single intervention 
• Completion of past papers, using mark schemes to help
• ASKED FOR HELP!

Pupil friendly mark-scheme



Grade 42+2-
STUDENT C



How did Student C do it?
• Not once did Student C say it’s too easy, they 

kept practising every skill
• On time to all lessons and completed ALL of 

their Retrieval Practice starters
• Giving their teacher extra papers to mark – 

going above and beyond!



Retrieval Practice



Grade 86=5+
STUDENT D



How did Student D do it?



English GCSE Specification
What do I need to know?

English Language 
Paper 1

50% of Language GCSE

Explorations in creative 
reading and writing 

Reading section
4 questions based on 1 

source 

Writing section
A narrative or 

descriptive piece. 45 
mins. 3 pages of A4

English Language 
Paper 2

50% of Language GCSE

Writers’ viewpoints 
and perspectives 

Reading section
4 questions based on 2 

sources 

Writing section
A discursive piece. 

45 mins. 3 pages of A4

English Literature 
Paper 1

40% of Literature GCSE

Shakespeare and 19th 
Century novel

Macbeth
With extract

Jekyll and Hyde
With extract

English Literature Paper 2
60% of Literature GCSE

Modern text and poetry

Section A
LOTF

No extract

Section B
Poetry: Anthology 

Comparison

Section C
Unseen 

Unseen comparison



• Covers all aspects of our English GCSEs and 
is brilliant for Literature 

• As you watch the Pods you can make mind 
maps capturing the key information 

• There are check and challenge quizzes so 
you can recall the key information 

• Target your revision at the areas you are 
getting wrong 

BUT HOW DO I REVISE ENGLISH?



• Download the free revision 
app

• Select your topics 

• The app will prompt you 
what to revise, how to do it 
and give mini quizzes

BUT HOW DO I REVISE ENGLISH?



• For each of the literature texts, create flashcards of:
- The key moments
- Key characters and their traits/what they do
- Key quotations 
- Links to context and wider themes 

• Use your English book, CGP revision guides, GCSEPod 
to gather the information to put onto your flashcards 

• Test yourself on flashcards, ask friends and family to 
test you too! 

BUT HOW DO I REVISE ENGLISH?



• All lessons are available on TEAMS – 
when you are completing a past paper 
you can use these lessons to guide 
you through the process 

• Revision booklets are available to 
download and work through 

• Message your teacher for support and 
ask them to give you feedback on 
pieces of work 

BUT HOW DO I REVISE ENGLISH?



• Use your English bible to guide you through the step-by-
step process to each question

• Use the knowledge organisers in here to identify what 
you must know 

• Use the self-reflections to identify your areas of need

BUT HOW DO I REVISE ENGLISH?



• Attend your English lessons, be on time 
• Attend your P6 sessions 
• Attend your interventions 
• Complete your weekly homework tasks

BUT HOW DO I REVISE ENGLISH?





How to revise in Science

There is an incredible amount of content to learn in Science and the biggest issue 
students face is where to start, as it can often be overwhelming.

If you haven’t purchased a revision guide it is strongly recommended that you buy a 
CGP revision guide. This can be purchased from Arbor and is great starting point for 
revising content.

In addition to this we have also uploaded all the knowledge organisers onto teams 
so you can use these for free.

https://prosperetrust.sharepoint.
com/sites/CHSScienceYear11

https://prosperetrust.sharepoint.com/sites/CHSScienceYear11
https://prosperetrust.sharepoint.com/sites/CHSScienceYear11


Combined – 1h 15m  70 marks x 6 papers Triple – 1h 45m  100 marks x 6 papers

10.05 17.05 22.05

07.06 11.06 14.06



The best websites for information:

• https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/levels/z98jm
p3
• (BBC bitesize)
• https://www.savemyexams.com/gcse/
• (save my exams)

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/levels/z98jmp3
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/levels/z98jmp3
https://www.savemyexams.com/gcse/


The best video resources on YouTube:

• https://www.youtube.com/@Freescienceles
sons
• (Free science lessons)

• https://www.youtube.com/@Cognitoedu
• (cognito)

https://www.youtube.com/@Freesciencelessons(Free
https://www.youtube.com/@Freesciencelessons(Free
https://www.youtube.com/@Freesciencelessons(Free
https://www.youtube.com/@Cognitoedu


What are we using in science:

Over Christmas – pupils have been set 3 quizzes 
for each subject (B/C and P) using educake
(online platform). 9 in total.

Alongside this they are given weekly homework 
sheets that enable them to practise recall and 
apply their knowledge.

It is really important that pupils don’t just answer 
what they know. If they don’t know it that is 
what they need to learn!



Where do I start?
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8.88 5.96 5.32 5.96 2.12 4.56 #### #### 3.2 2.76 6.88 3.72 3.64 6.32 0.2 #### #### 4.75 5.42 5 3.58 2.04 2 0.83
14 9 11 13 8 15 0 0 8 8 11 13 10 14 6 0 0 8 8 13 9 10 12 10
1 2 3 4 5 6 0 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 0 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

3 8 2 1 1 4 2 5 8 7 3 7 0 2 4 4 3 0 1 0
12 8 7 6 3 4 3 3 2 1 1 7 0 6 7 3 1 3 2 2
13 7 6 9 2 6 4 2 8 6 6 7 2 7 3 6 2 5 5 5
10 6 8 8 1 5 6 3 11 4 4 10 0 7 7 7 8 4 3 2

5 5 1 2 1 1 3 5 8 0 3 3 0 2 4 3 1 0 2 0
5 6 4 4 3 6 3 3 3 2 2 6 0 2 6 2 2 1 1 0

10 7 7 6 2 6 5 0 7 3 3 11 0
14 7 4 10 2 7 5 3 4 1 5 8 0 3 6 1 2 0 2 0

6 7 8 5 3 7 4 3 6 5 4 10 0 7 8 10 5 3 2 1
12 5 4 6 3 5 2 2 7 4 4 6 2 5 6 2 3 3 2 0

6 4 3 6 5 3 1 1 5 3 5 2 1 5 5 5 2 1 6 3
12 7 7 7 5 4 4 3 9 8 7 7 0 5 6 6 6 4 0 0

9 4 4 7 1 5 2 4 6 2 4 8 0 8 6 4 3 2 1 0

10 4 2 10 2 5 3 3 8 2 2 10 0 4 6 6 7 2 4 0
7 4 6 8 5 6 5 2 7 4 0 6 0 5 4 5 4 1 1 0
6 6 6 4 0 6 3 3 9 5 3 5 0 3 3 7 5 2 1 0

11 6 6 9 2 0 1 4 7 5 5 6 0 7 7 9 3 3 1 0
9 6 5 4 0 4 5 1 9 8 4 7 0 7 5 10 5 2 2 5
9 8 8 3 4 4 2 2 8 4 5 5 0 4 5 10 6 2 3 1

10 6 9 6 3 6 6 3 8 2 4 8 0 6 5 3 3 2 2 1
9 7 4 2 1 1 2 2 5 1 1 2 0 4 4 0 1 0 1 0

10 5 9 6 1 7 3 1 9 3 4 4 0 4 6 6 3 2 0 0
2 2 1 3 0 0 0 3 4 1 2 0 0 2 3 1 1 1 2 0

12 8 3 8 3 7 5 3 6 4 5 7 0 5 6 2 5 1 2 0
10 6 9 9 0 5 1 5 8 8 5 6 0 4 8 8 5 5 2 0

In every subject, pupils will have received a QLA 
(question level analysis) from their college entry 
exams.

They should now be using this to inform the key 
topics they need to work on alongside the new 
content still being delivered.



What to do with the content?

Knowledge organiser (content source)

Mind Map

Flash Cards

Summarise



Check what you have learnt

Recall practice 



Apply your 
knowledge

The most effective way of revising in Science is to practise past papers. To access past 
papers in Science you can simply log on to SharePoint (through Teams). CSO Science year 
11 – team name.
All the exam questions have mark schemes to support and there are questions for all the 
topics shown below:
Year 10 Unit 1 Biology, Unit 1 Chemistry, Unit 1 Physics.
Year 11 Unit 2 Biology, Unit 2 Chemistry, Unit 2 Physics.

To log on click the year 11 revision tab in Teams

 Then click on the folders to access the papers for 
the topics you want to revise



Goals vs. Habits

GOALS are good for setting a direction but 
changing your HABITS are the best for making 
progress



Repetition 
is key!

It is very easy to fall into the trap of:

1. Revising what you know because it makes you feel better.

2. Reading pages of text  / or from exercise books and hoping it will sink in 
(it won't)

Be effective. Doing small amounts of regular EFFECTIVE revision is proven to have the greatest effects and this should 
carry out using the method shown below. It is a great method for any content heavy subject.

It also reduces the anxieties of trying to cram too much information in at once and becoming overwhelmed. 





“Success is the product of daily habits, not once 
in a life-time transformation”



How to develop a good habit….

… but do it 
regularly



Habits are tied to a context



Make it difficult to get out of doing



Don’t be too hard  on yourself, you are making 
progress



Surround yourself with like-minded people





30 minutes of your day…
2% 98%

YOU



Resources to help you get started..
Strategies for:
• Getting started
• Staying motivated
• Subject Specific strategies
• Understanding command words
• Making a revision timetable
• Before/During/After the Exam
• Revision Timetable


