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Things that go bump in the night...

When and where?

Building the fear factor

The Sound of a Pony and Trap from The Woman in Black

by Susan Hill
The causeway path was still dry underfoot but to my left I saw that the water had begun to seep nearer, quite silent, quite slow. I wondered how deeply the path went under water when the tide was at height. But, on a still night like this, there was plenty of time to cross in safety, though the distance seemed greater, now that I was traversing it on foot, than when we trotted over in Keckwick's pony cart. The end of the causeway path seemed to be receding into the greyness ahead. I had never been quite so alone before, nor felt so small and insignificant in a vast landscape before, and I fell into a not unpleasant brooding, philosophical frame of mind, struck by the absolute indifference of the water and sky to my presence.

Some minutes later I came out of my reverie, to realize that I could no longer see infront of me and when I turned round I was startled to find that Eel Marsh House, too, was invisible because of a thick, damp sea-mist that had come rolling over the marshes and enveloped everything, myself, the house behind me, the end of the causeway path, and the countryside ahead.  

It was a mist like a damp, clinging, cobwebby thing, fine and yet impenetrable. It smelled and tasted quite different from the filthy yellow fog of London; this was salty, light and pale and moving in front of my eyes all the time. I felt confused, teased by it, as though it were made up of millions

of live fingers that crept over me, hung on to me and then shifted away again. My hair and face and the sleeves of my coat were already damp with a veil of moisture.  Above all was the suddenness of it that had so unnerved and disorientated me.

Becoming a Gothic writer
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Varying your sentences


 
Mixing Up Your Sentences

Simple sentences

A simple sentence is one that contains one piece of information: 

Messi scored 3 goals.

A simple sentence will only contain 1 verb.

Compound sentences

A compound sentence is one that uses conjunctions, words like and, but, so, to join two simple sentences together.

Messi scored 3 goals and celebrated all night.

A compound sentence will contain 2 verbs.

Complex sentences

A complex sentence is one in which we give the reader additional information.

Although it was a tough match, Messi scored 3 goals.

The original sentence is called the main clause.  The main clause must always make sense on its own.  The additional information, called a subordinate clause won’t make sense on its own.

Although it was a tough match
subordinate clause

Messi scored 3 goals


main clause.

From Page to Stage


 

Looking at a classic


 

Delay might give him time to reflect on the horrid measures he had conceived, or produce some circumstance in her favour, if she could for that night at least avoid his odious purpose.  Yet where conceal herself?  How avoid the pursuit he would infallibly make throughout the castle?  As these thoughts passed rapidly through her mind, she collected a subterraneous passage which led from the vaults of the castle to the church of St Nicholas.  Could she reach the altar before she was overtaken, she knew even Manfred’s violence would not dare profane the sacredness of the place; and she determined, if no other means of deliverance offered, to shut herself up for ever among the holy virgins, whose convent was next to the cathedral.
In this resolution, she seized a lamp that burned at the foot of the staircase, and hurried towards the secret passage.  The lower part of the castle was hollowed into several intricate cloisters; and it was not easy for one under so much anxiety to find the door that opened into the cavern.  An awful silence reigned throughout those subterraneous regions, except now and then some blasts of wind that shook the doors she had passed, and which, grating on the rusty hinges, were re-echoed through that long labyrinth of darkness.

Reflection


 

Into Darkness:


An exploration of the Gothic genre 





Name:





English Teacher:





Dear Pupil,





You will research and explore the Gothic genre, extended and developing the skills you have been working on in class.





As part of this, your project will encourage you to independently investigate the Gothic genre, as well as developing your writing and speaking and listening skills . As usual, we want your parents/carer to get involved with your tasks so work with them on these tasks whenever it is possible to do so.





Try to keep up to date with these tasks so that you end up with a completed booklet by the time you return to school.  There are also extension tasks to help you push yourselves as much as possible.   Don’t forget, the more you do, the more you will learn and this should be reflected in your assessments!





Good luck!


The English Team





Dear Parent/Carer,





We are working on the Gothic genre, involving a focus on writing and speaking and listening skills.   Some of this may require your assistance, and so there is a comments box each week for you to add your own thoughts on your child’ss progress, enjoyment and so forth.  If you were to read the texts along with your child, it would help you to be as involved as possible.





Please help us to encourage your child to complete the booklet to ensure that it is done thoroughly, and enable them to understand the work that is being done in class.





If you have any concerns, do let us know and we will endeavour to help in any way we can. 


The English Team








Pupil comment on task




















Parent comment on task























Everyone must: discuss any fears or phobias you have with a parent or guardian.  How do these fears or phobias affect you?


 


Most should: research the top ten most common UK phobias.  Discuss what you find out with a friend or relative.  Did any of them surprise you?





Some will: Gothic texts often scare or frighten the reader or audience.  That is a huge part of their appeal and popularity.  Why do you think we like to be scared?  Discuss your ideas with a friend or relative and then write a paragraph summarising your ideas.





Learning Objective: To be able to discuss fears and phobias.








Everyone must: Find out when the Gothic era was and where it began.





Most should: Identify 5 famous Gothic writers.





Some will: Read a Gothic Novel independently (many are free online).  Make a note of the title and once you have finished reading it, write a review that could be shared with others to help them decide whether they should read the novel themselves.








Pupil comment on task




















Parent comment on task




















Learning Objective: To independently research the Gothic era.








Everyone must: read the extract from ‘The Woman in Black’. Underline the words and phrases that create a feeling of fear or suspense.





Most should: Pick 5 key quotations that create a sense of fear in this extract.  For each quotation, make notes explaining how they create a sense of fear or suspense. 





Some will: write a paragraph, using quotations to support your ideas, that answers the question: 


How does Susan Hill make the reader feel a sense of fear in this extract?








Pupil comment on task




















Parent comment on task




















Learning Objective: To be able to identify how a writer creates suspense in a Gothic text.








Everyone must: look at the image on the next page and complete the grid below, using the most interesting and ambitious words you can. You may want to use a thesaurus or � HYPERLINK "http://thesaurus.com/" �http://thesaurus.com/� to help you.





Most should: Use the words you have chosen to write 5 sentences that create a sense of fear and suspense for the reader.





Some will: Looking at the words you have chosen and the sentences you have written, write a paragraph that describes the house.  Remember to vary your sentences and use a range of punctuation to create a sense of suspense and fear in the reader.





Pupil comment on task




















Parent comment on task




















Learning Objective: to be able to plan a piece of gothic prose independently.








Everyone must: read the explanation of the different types of sentences on the next page.  





Most should:  Using your ideas from the last task, write a paragraph that uses at least 1 of each kind.  Remember that complex sentences can be used to build up tension and descriptive detail and that simple sentences can be used to contrast with that, creating a shock for the reader. 





Some will: Write the opening paragraph of your own gothic tale, you can use your ideas from last week or you can devise something entirely new.  Remember to use a full range of sentences and think carefully about the effects you are trying to achieve.





Learning Objective: To understand how different types of sentences create different effects.








Pupil comment on task




















Parent comment on task




















Learning Objective: To be able to consider how to perform your own piece of gothic writing. 





Everyone must: read a piece of writing you have written previously, in this independent learning task to a friend or relative.  After you have read it, discuss how you could make the delivery more suspenseful and dramatic for your reader.





Most should: Consider the feedback you were given on your reading and list 3 things you could do to improve your delivery.  Practice these 3 things and re-read your revised piece to a friend or relative.





Some will: Reflect on your performances.  Write a WWW/EBI for yourself. 





Pupil comment on task




















Parent comment on task




















Everyone must: read the extract from ‘The Castle of Otranto’ and discuss your opinions on it with a friend or relative.  Look up any words of phrases that are unfamiliar.





Most should: Using the extract and the things you have learnt about gothic writing, identify the elements of the extract that make this a piece of gothic writing.





Some will: Write the next paragraph of the story.  Try to stay in the style of the extract by using the same tone, syntax and similar language.





Learning Objective: To be able to explore a classic example of Gothic literature.








Pupil comment on task




















Parent comment on task




















Everyone must: discuss with a friend or relative what you have most enjoyed this half term.





Most should: consider the areas in which you feel you have made progress this half term.  What have you done in order to make that progress?  How can you continue to improve next half term?





Some will: discuss which areas you feel are currently a weakness for you.  What 3 things could you do to help you overcome these weaknesses next half term?





Learning Objective: To be able to reflect on what you have learnt and enjoyed this half term. 








Pupil comment on task




















Parent comment on task























