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Worksheet A1.3
Use of ballad conventions in ‘La Belle Dame Sans Merci’
1 What story is being told in Keats’s ‘La Belle Dame Sans Merci’? Summarise the narrative in a few sentences:

___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________
2 Give examples from the poem of the following conventions:
Archaic language
___________________________________________________________________
Repetitive refrain
___________________________________________________________________
Regular rhymes
___________________________________________________________________

Song-like rhythm
___________________________________________________________________
Repeated imagery
___________________________________________________________________
3 Give examples from the poem of the following themes:
Love

​​​___________________________________________________________________

Death (or ghostliness)
___________________________________________________________________

Chivalry

___________________________________________________________________

The supernatural

___________________________________________________________________

4 How does Keats’s use of the ballad form differ from the traditional use of this genre? How does the poet confound our expectations in this poem? Use quotations from the text to support your ideas. 
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​
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