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Reading Non-Fiction Media Texts


Why the baccalaureate beats A-levels

No wonder the Royal Society is calling for a broader-based set of exams – A-Levels let you skip the hard stuff too early

· Agnès Poirier 
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Many students take only three subjects at A-level. 

I have always found the concept of A-levels simply maddening. For the continental lazy lycéen, it's the ultimate dream. Just imagine: you not only get to choose the subjects you're going to be assessed on at the end of your school years – a mere three subjects in most cases – but these are, needless to say, the subjects you're best at. Easy peasy!

No surprise then that voices in Britain regularly express their concern about "cheap" A-levels and ask for the introduction of the baccalaureate, a system where teenagers are assessed on a large variety of subjects, in which they necessarily rarely all fare well. With the baccalaureate, the incentive to improve in the topics you're not good at is therefore an existential motivation; your passport to higher education simply depends on it. I know many of my British friends who would never have been accepted to the prestigious universities they went to had they taken "the bac". Their overall mark would have been too mediocre.

This week, the Royal Society vented its frustration at seeing a drop in "difficult" subjects such as science taken as A-levels. You bet. Do you think we would have chosen to take three languages (other than our mother tongue), physics, biology, mathematics, history, geography, French, Latin, philosophy, drawing, economics and statistics? Those are the subjects my class had to take to pass their bac. The Royal Society reveals that "across the UK, just 17% of 16- to 18-year-olds took one or more science A-levels in 2009, and British universities produce fewer than 10,000 science graduates each year". Shocking. Especially in a country whose academics constantly remind the visitor how many Nobel prizes for science Britain has won over the years. A thing of the past, it seems.

If it wasn't so concerned with science, the Royal Society could well mention languages: the situation there is even worse – with foreign languages having been made optional from the age of 14 by the Blair government, they are increasingly losing out in the A-levels' beauty contest. Already, the BBC has difficulty finding any Arabic speakers in their pool of British reporters to send to Tunisia or Egypt. Soon, the Foreign Office will have to close down. How can you understand the world, let alone wage wars, when you can't speak your friends and enemies' language? Help us Anthony Eden! (This British prime minister, whose reputation could do with an overall reappraisal, was fluent in five languages – among them Persian, Arabic and Russian: still very relevant today.)

What the baccalaureate gives to all those teenagers – in essence apprentice citizens – is the idea that you cannot do away with a minimum baggage in life and that there are no better or higher subjects: maths is as important as history or languages. Specialisation may happen later in life but in the making of a citizen, in the shaping of a mind, there shouldn't be an easy shortcut.





Presentational Devices





Revising AFOREST





Use this grid to record your answers
	A A]ddress the audience 

[A]lliteration 

[A]necdote 


	

	F[F]acts 


	.

	O[O]pinion


	

	R[R]hetorical questions 

[R]epetition 


	

	E E]motive language

[E]xaggeration
	

	S[S]tatistics

[S]uperlative


	

	T[T]riplets

	


Writing Persuasively




Use this grid to record your answers

	Types of persuasive writing
	Key features of the text

	Formal letter

	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	



PAL












Analysing Language




Task A 

Write down an example for all the linguistic devices listed below.

Language features

· Colloquial
· Standard English


· Rhetorical questions 
· Repetition
· Use of quotes
· Use of lists (triplet)

· Emotive
· Alliteration

· Simile

· Metaphor

· Personification

· Anecdotes

· Facts

· Opinions

Task B

Read the article and identify three words, phrases or linguistic devices used by the writer then mind-map the effect of these words.


(1)


(2) 


(3)

Task C

The article implies that Stephen Gately died in suspicious circumstances. How does the language used in the article imply this?

In your answer you should write about:

· The information used in the article.

· Some of the words and phrases used in the article.

A strange, lonely and troubling death . . .

The news of Stephen Gately's death was deeply shocking. It was not just that another young star had died pointlessly. 
Through the recent travails and sad ends of Michael Jackson, Heath Ledger and many others, fans know to expect the unexpected of their heroes - particularly if those idols live a life that is shadowed by dark appetites or fractured by private vice. 
There are dozens of household names out there with secret and not-so-secret troubles, or damaging habits both past and present. 
Robbie, Amy, Kate, Whitney, Britney; we all know who they are. And we are not being ghoulish to anticipate, or to be mentally braced for, their bad end: a long night, a mysterious stranger, an odd set of circumstances that herald a sudden death. 
In the morning, a body has already turned cold before the first concerned hand reaches out to touch an icy celebrity shoulder. It is not exactly a new storyline, is it?

In fact, it is rather depressingly familiar. But somehow we never expected it of him. Never him. Not Stephen Gately. In the cheerful environs of Boyzone, Gately was always charming, cute, polite and funny.

A founder member of Ireland's first boy band, he was the group's co-lead singer, even though he could barely carry a tune in a Louis Vuitton trunk. 
He was the Posh Spice of Boyzone, a popular but largely decorous addition. 
Gately came out as gay in 1999 after discovering that someone was planning to sell a story revealing his sexuality to a newspaper. 
Although he was effectively smoked out of the closet, he has been hailed as a champion of gay rights, albeit a reluctant one. At the time, Gately worried that the revelations might end his ultra-mainstream career as a pin-up, but he received an overwhelmingly positive response from fans. In fact, it only made them love him more. 
In 2006, Gately entered into a civil union with internet businessman Andrew Cowles, who had been introduced to him by mutual friends Elton John and David Furnish.  Last week, the couple were enjoying a holiday together in their apartment in Mallorca before their world was capsized. 


All the official reports point to a natural death, with no suspicious circumstances. The Gately family are - perhaps understandably - keen to register their boy's demise on the national consciousness as nothing more than a tragic accident. Even before the post-mortem and toxicology reports were released by the Spanish authorities, the Gatelys' lawyer reiterated that they believed his sudden death was due to natural causes. 
But, hang on a minute. Something is terribly wrong with the way this incident has been shaped and spun into nothing more than an unfortunate mishap on a holiday weekend, like a broken teacup in the rented cottage. Consider the way it has been largely reported, as if Gately had gently keeled over at the age of 90 in the grounds of the Bide-a-Wee rest home while hoeing the sweet pea patch. The sugar coating on this fatality is so saccharine-thick that it obscures whatever bitter truth lies beneath. Healthy and fit 33-year-old men do not just climb into their pyjamas and go to sleep on the sofa, never to wake up again. 


Whatever the cause of death is, it is not, by any yardstick, a natural one. Let us be absolutely clear about this. All that has been established so far is that Stephen Gately was not murdered. And I think if we are going to be honest, we would have to admit that the circumstances surrounding his death are more than a little sleazy. After a night of clubbing, Cowles and Gately took a young Bulgarian man back to their apartment. It is not disrespectful to assume that a game of canasta with 25-year-old Georgi Dochev was not what was on the cards. Cowles and Dochev went to the bedroom together while Stephen remained alone in the living room. 


What happened before they parted is known only to the two men still alive. What happened afterwards is anyone's guess. A post-mortem revealed Stephen died from acute pulmonary oedema, a build-up of fluid on his lungs. Gately's family have always maintained that drugs were not involved in the singer's death, but it has just been revealed that he at least smoked cannabis on the night he died. Nevertheless, his mother is still insisting that her son died from a previously undetected heart condition that has plagued the family. 
Another real sadness about Gately's death is that it strikes another blow to the happy-ever-after myth of civil partnerships. Gay activists are always calling for tolerance and understanding about same-sex relationships, arguing that they are just the same as heterosexual marriages. Not everyone, they say, is like George Michael. Of course, in many cases this may be true. Yet the recent death of Kevin McGee, the former husband of Little Britain star Matt Lucas, and now the dubious events of Gately's last night raise troubling questions about what happened. It is important that the truth comes out about the exact circumstances of his strange and lonely death. As a gay rights champion, I am sure he would want to set an example to any impressionable young men who may want to emulate what they might see as his glamorous routine. 

For once again, under the carapace of glittering, hedonistic celebrity, the ooze of a very different and more dangerous lifestyle has seeped out for all to see.

Preparation



Hints and tips for success



Information and Ideas





Name:





Form:





English Teacher:





Dear Student,





This booklet has been created to help you prepare for the next stage of your education. You will be studying and analysing non- fiction and media texts, considering their purpose and effectiveness as well as their content.  In addition to this, you will have to produce a piece of writing. This booklet aims to allow you to practise and build up the body of skills required for general study. 





Inside, you will find a variety of tasks. We hope that by doing these tasks, you will not only build up your knowledge, but also your confidence, which will allow you to achieve your potential in your further studies.








Good luck!


The English Team





Dear Parent/Carer,





This booklet has been created to help your child prepare for his/her next educational setting. It aims to compliment what your child will be studying in his lessons and allow him to revise and build up the body of skills required for general study. It is also an opportunity for you to follow and support their work and it would be really appreciated if you could add your comments on the weekly tasks.








This booklet aims to provide you with a variety of tasks .We hope that by doing these tasks your child will feel more confident and prepared for his/her next phase of study. We hope that you find the interactive nature of the booklet helpful and that it allows you to create a dialogue between yourself and the English department.











The English Team














Everyone must discuss fact and opinion with a parent








Most should – Pick out the main points of the article








Some will – Pick out the main points of the article and find the facts and opinion








Learning Objective:  To be able to examine and identify fact and opinion in an article.








Pupil comment on task




















Parent comment on task




















The main points of the article are:











The facts in the article are:





The opinions presented in the article are:











Everyone must look on the BBC news website � HYPERLINK "http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/" ��http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/� and examine the layout








Most should identify the presentational devices used on the website








Some will  comment on the effects of the presentational devices used 











Pupil comment on task




















Parent comment on task




















Learning Objective:  To be able to identify and comment on presentational devices. 





What are presentational devices?





Layout


Titles


Subtitles


Fonts- consider sizes and colours


Images- consider size and position


Columns





What is the effect of these? How successful are they? Why do you think it has been laid out in this way?





What presentational devices are being used?











Everyone must familiarise themselves with AFOREST and what it stands for








Most should be able to identify the AFOREST techniques used in the text








Some will be able to comment on the effects of the AFOREST techniques











Learning Objective:  To be able to use and identify AFOREST techniques in a text. 








Pupil comment on task




















Parent comment on task




















What does AFOREST stand for?








A


F


O


R


E


S


T





Which AFOREST techniques are being used in this piece of text?








Facebook should be banned. It is pointless as people don’t even talk to each other on it. What happened to speaking to people face to face? It has been estimated that one in five schoolchildren communicate with their friends on the internet. Don’t you think that is sad? I think it is the most devastating thing to have happened to this generation! Do you think that people should only be able to speak in text speak? It is disgusting, it is depraved, and it is deeply disturbing! Stop this! Stop this now! I was on a bus the other day, and I saw a group of friends; none of them talking to each other as they were all on Facebook! 














Everyone must consider and define what a piece of persuasive piece of writing is and to consider examples of these








Most should use the grid to compare the differences between different forms of persuasive writing








Some will write a piece of persuasive writing using the AFOREST techniques











Learning Objective:  To be able to identify and use the techniques required to write a piece of advisory writing.








Pupil comment on task




















Parent comment on task




















Choose one of the forms of persuasive writing and use the AFOREST techniques.


Remember to use paragraphing for effect, varying your punctuation and using a range of challenging vocabulary.

















Everyone must remind themselves of PAL








Most should be able to identify the PAL of the examples








Some will write an answer commenting on the PAL and evaluating how effective the techniques are











Learning Objective: To be able to identify the PAL of an advert








Pupil comment on task




















Parent comment on task




















Remember to look for:





 Ratio of words to pictures





Fonts- are they soft, girly, harsh, bold





Emboldening- where has it been used and why?





Colours- what are the connotations of these?


Columns


Subheadings


Headings


Bullet points











When analysing an article remember





Purpose





Audience








Layout





Example One





Example One





ExampleTwo





Example Three








Everyone must write down an example for each of the linguistic devices listed on the next page.








Most should read the article and identify three words, phrases or linguistic devices used by the writer then mind-map the effect of these words.








Some will explain how the language used in the article implies that Stephen Gately died in suspicious circumstances.











Learning Objective: To be able to identify the writer’s use of linguistic devices and word choice and comment on the effect.











Pupil comment on task




















Parent comment on task























Everyone must discuss with a parent and consider how best to prepare for the next steps in your education. 








Most should compile a list of hints and tips to get themselves ready








Some will set themselves goals and targets to work towards











Learning Objective:  To be able to identify techniques that will help you prepare for your next steps.








Pupil comment on task




















Parent comment on task




















Further reading: Reading texts around the subjects I will be studying. 


Making a clearly defined study area in my room. 








What do I want to achieve?




















How will I make it happen?








