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What do I have to do? 

Each week your English teacher will assign a particular extract. For your homework, you will need to read this 

carefully, check your comprehension (your understanding of the text) and answer all of the questions 

that relate to the extract. 

 

These will be marked each week in class so it is important that you complete them on time. 

 

Why do I have to do this? 

Homework is a really good way for you to practise the skills you have been learning in class! In your GCSE Eng-

lish Language exam you will have to read an extract from a random text and will be asked questions exactly like 

these. The more you are able to read and think about texts in detail, the better you will do in your exams. You 

deserve to do well so make sure you try your very best! 

 

What sorts of techniques should I be looking for? 

Use the table below as a guide to help you: 

Top tip: If you’re stuck, think about word class (eg. noun, adjective, verb etc.) and whether they have any  

particular connotations (e.g. positive, negative, powerful, etc.) 

 

Still not sure? 

Read the first extract to look at some example answers—if you’re still unsure please speak to your teacher  

before your homework is due and they will do their best to help you. Some of these extracts are challenging but 

we still expect you to try your very best and complete as much as you can. 

 

 

Simile 
When you compare one thing to another 

using the words ‘like’ or ‘as’. 

She was as brave as a lion. 

Personification 
Giving human characteristics to an object 

or animal. 

Lightning danced across the sky. 

Alliteration 

When words that start with the same sound 

are used repeatedly in a phrase or sen-

tence. 

Gary grumpily gathered the garbage. 

Metaphor 
When you use one thing to describe  

another. 

Life is a rollercoaster. 

Onomatopoeia 
A word that mimics (or sounds like) the  

object or action it refers to. 

The bridge collapsed creating a  

tremendous boom. 

Repetition 

Repeating a word or a phrase. “The apartment was on the top floor—a 

small living-room, a small dining-room, a 

small bedroom, and a bath.” 
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EXAMPLE EXTRACT AND ANSWERS 

Winter’s Bone by Daniel Woodrell 

Taken from the opening to ‘Winter’s Bone’, Ozark teenager Ree Dolly is faced with an unresponsive mother 
and a criminal father. Alone, she does what she can do to manage the household and take care of her two 
younger siblings. 
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Ree Dolly stood at break of day on her cold front steps and smelled coming flurries and saw meat. Meat 
hung from trees across the creek. The carcasses hung pale of flesh with a fatty gleam from low limbs of 
saplings in the side yards. Three halt haggard houses formed a kneeling rank on the far Creekside and 
each had two or more skinned torsos dangling by rope from sagged limbs, venison left to the weather for 
two nights and three days so the early blossoming of decay might round the favour, sweeten that meat 
to the bone. 
  
Snow clouds had replaced the horizon, capped the valley darkly, and chafing wind blew so the hung 
meat twirled from jigging branches. Ree, brunette and sixteen, with milk skin and abrupt green eyes, 
stood bare-armed in a fluttering yellow dress, face to the wind, her cheeks reddening as if smacked 
again. She stood tall in combat boots, scarce at the waist but plenty through the arms and shoulders, a 
body made for loping after needs. She smelled the frosty wet in the looming clouds, thought of her  
shadowed kitchen and lean cupboard, looked to the scant woodpile, and shuddered. The coming  
weather meant wash hung outside would freeze into planks, so she’d have to stretch clothes line across 
the kitchen above the woodstove, and the puny stack of wood split for the potbelly would not last long 
enough to dry much except Mom’s underthings and maybe a few T-shirts for the boys. Ree knew there 
was no gas for the chain saw, so she’d be swinging the axe out back while winter blew into the valley 
and fell around her. 
  
Jessup, her father, had not set by a fat woodpile not split what there was for the potbelly before he went 
down the steep yard to his blue Capri and bounced away on the rut road. He had not set food by nor 
money, but promised he’d be back soon as he could with a paper sack of cash and a trunkload of  
delights. Jessup was a broken-faced, furtive man given to uttering quick pleading promises that made it 
easier for him to walk out the door and be gone, or come back inside and be forgiven. 
  
Walnuts were still falling when Ree saw him last. Walnuts were thumping to ground in the night like 
stalking footsteps of some large thing that never quite came into view, and Jessup had paced on this 
porch in a worried slouch, dented nose snuffling, lantern jaw smoked by beard, eyes uncertain and 
alarmed by each walnut thump. The darkness and those thumps out in the darkness seemed to keep 
him jumpy. He paced until a decision popped into is head, then started down the steps, going fast into 
the night before his mind could change. He said, “Start lookin’ for me soon as you see my face. ‘Til then, 
don’t even wonder.” 
  
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 
 
Mom sat in her chair beside the potbelly and the boys sat at the table eating what Ree fed them. Mom’s 
morning pills turned her into a cat, a breathing thing that sat near heat and occasionally made a sound. 
Mom’s chair was an old padded rocker that seldom rocked, and at odd instants she’d hum ill-matched 
snips of music, notes unrelated by melody or pitch. But for most of any day she was quiet and still,  
wearing a small lingering smile prompted by something vaguely nice going on inside her head. She was 
a Bromont, born to this house and she’d once been pretty. Even as she was now, medicated and lost to 
the present, with hair she forgot to wash or brush and deep wrinkles growing on her face, you could see 
she’d once been as comely as any firl that ever danced barefoot across this tangled country of Ozark 
hills and hollers. Long, dark and lovely she had been, in those days before her mind broke and the parts 
scattered and she let them go. 

 

Check your comprehension! 

1. What was the weather like when Ree was standing on the step? ………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

2. Who does Ree live with? ………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

3. Why is Ree’s life difficult? ……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 
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Q1—Look at lines 7-10 and write down four things we learn about Ree Dolly: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Q2—Look at lines 30 –39 and think about the language used to describe Ree’s mother.  

Highlight three quotations you could potentially use in your answer. Number each quotation you’ve  

highlighted and write down the technique and effect used for each one below: 

1. Technique: 

 

Effect: 

 

2. Technique: 

 

Effect: 

 

3. Technique: 

 

Effect: 

 

 Earn a pink slip! 

Select an example of ambitious vocabulary in this extract and complete a blank word explosion. 

Peer/Self-assessment (make sure you use a green pen!) 

 

I would award this work an ATL of ………………... 

 Have the writer’s techniques been identified and the correct subject  terminology used?  

(e.g. metaphor, simile, powerful verb, etc.) 

 
Has the effect on the audience been clearly explained? (e.g. cats are notoriously lazy  

animals. This not only describes how lifeless and ineffective Ree’s mother is, but also  

dehumanises her, forcing us to judge her and feel sympathy towards Ree.) 

 
Has a word explosion been fully completed for a pink slip? 

Score:        /4 
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Homework week commencing:   

The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood 

Taken from the opening to ‘The Handmaid’s Tale’, Our protagonist finds herself being imprisoned in an old 
school after a catastrophic event has changed the USA. 

 

 

 

5 

 

 

 

10 

 

 

 

15 

 

 

 

20 

 

 

 

25 

 

 

 

30 

We slept in what had once been the gymnasium. The floor was of varnished wood, with stripes and 
circles painted on it, for the games that were formerly played there; the hoops for the basketball 
nets were still in place, though the nets were gone. A balcony ran around the room, for the specta-
tors, and I thought I could smell, faintly like an afterimage, the  pungent scent of sweat, shot 
through with the sweet taint of chewing gum and perfume from the watching girls, felt-skirted as I 
knew from pictures, later in mini-skirts, then pants, then in one earring, spiky green-streaked hair. 
Dances would have been held here; the music lingered, a palimpsest* of unheard sound, style upon 
style, an undercurrent of drums, a forlorn wail, garlands made of tissue-paper flowers, cardboard 
devils, a revolving ball of mirrors, powdering the dancers with a snow of light.  
 
There was loneliness in the room, and expectation, of something without a shape or name. I re-
member that yearning, for something that was always about to happen and was never the same as 
the  hands that were on us there and then, in the small of the back, or out back, in the parking lot, or 
in the television room with the sound turned down and only the pictures flickering over lifting 
flesh.  
 
We yearned for the future. How did we learn it, that talent for insatiability? It was in the air; and it 
was still in the air, an afterthought, as  we tried to sleep, in the army cots that had been set up in 
rows, with spaces between so we could not talk. We had flannelette sheets, like children’s, and ar-
my-issue blankets, old ones that still said U.S. We folded our clothes neatly and laid them on the 
stools at the ends of the beds. The lights were turned down but not out. Aunt Sara and Aunt Eliza-
beth patrolled; they had electric cattle prods slung on thongs from their leather belts.  
 
No guns though, even they could not be trusted with guns. Guns were for the guards, specially 
picked from the Angels. The guards weren’t allowed inside the building except when called, and we 
weren’t allowed  out, except for our walks, twice daily, two by two around the football field which 
was enclosed now by a chain-link fence topped with barbed wire. The Angels stood outside it with 
their backs on us. They were objects of fear to us, but of something else as well. If only they would 
look. If only we could talk to them. Something could be exchanged, we thought, some deal made, 
some trade-off, we still had our bodies. That was our fantasy.  
 
We learned to whisper almost without sound. In the semi-darkness we could stretch out our arms, 

when the Aunts weren’t looking, and touch each other’s hands across space. We learned to lip-read, 

our heads flat on the beds, turned sideways, watching each other’s mouths. In this way we ex-

changed names, from bed to bed : Alma. Janine. Dolores. Moira. June. 

A palimpsest is a piece of paper that has been used more than once which still shows signs of the 

earlier writing or art work.  It is like an echo of what was there before. 

 

Check your comprehension! 

1. Where is our main character? …………………………………………………………………………………………. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

2. How are the women treated? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
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Q1—Look at lines 21-27 and write down four things we learn about the Angels/Guards: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Q2—Look at lines 1-9 and think about the language used to describe the room they are staying in.  

Highlight three quotations you could potentially use in your answer. Number each quotation you’ve  

highlighted and write down the technique and effect used for each one below: 

1. Technique: 

 

Effect: 

 

2. Technique: 

 

Effect: 

 

3. Technique: 

 

Effect: 

 

 Earn a pink slip! 

Select an example of ambitious vocabulary in this extract and complete a blank word explosion. 

Peer/Self-assessment (make sure you use a green pen!) 

 

I would award this work an ATL of ………………... 

 Have the writer’s techniques been identified and the correct subject  terminology used?  

(e.g. metaphor, simile, powerful verb, etc.) 

 

Has the effect on the audience been clearly explained? (e.g. the use of the word palimpsest 

suggests that they can still hear or feel the echo of what used to happen in the room) 

 
Has a word explosion been fully completed for a pink slip? 

Score:        /4 
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Homework week commencing:   

The Chrysalids by John Wyndham, 1955 

David lives in a post-apocalyptic world where all mental and physical abnormalities are ritualistically purged. 

After being outed as psychics, David and his friends flee to the Fringes. This extract is from the opening  

chapter of the novel. 
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When I was quite small I would sometimes dream of a city – which was strange because it began 

before I even knew what a city was.  But this city, clustered on the curve of a big blue bay, would 

come into my mind.  I could see the streets, and the buildings that lined them, the waterfront, even 

boats in the harbour; yet, waking, I had never seen the sea, or a boat . . . 

And the buildings were quite unlike any I knew.  The traffic in the streets was strange, carts run-

ning with no horses to pull them; and sometimes there were things in the sky, shiny fishshaped 

things that certainly were not birds. 

Most often I would see this wonderful place by daylight, but occasionally it was by night when the 

light lay like strings of glow-worms along the shore, and a few of them seemed to be sparks drifting 

on the water, or in the air. 

It was a beautiful, fascinating place, and once, when I was still young enough to know no better, I 

asked my eldest sister, Mary, where this lovely city could be. 

She shook her head, and told me there was no such place – not now.  But, perhaps, she suggested, I 

could somehow be dreaming about times long ago.  Dreams were funny things, and there was no 

accounting for them; so it might be that what I was seeing was a bit of the world as it had been once 

upon a time – the wonderful world that the Old People had lived in; as it had been before God sent 

Tribulation*. 

But after that she went on to warn me very seriously not to mention it to anyone else; other people 

as far as she knew, did not have such pictures in their heads, either sleeping or waking, so it would 

be unwise to mention them. 

That was good advice, and luckily I had the sense to take it.  People in our district had a very sharp 

eye for the odd, the unusual, so that even my left-handedness caused slight disapproval.  So, at that 

time, and for some years afterwards, I did not mention it to anyone – indeed, I almost forgot about 

it, for as I grew older, the dream came less frequently, and then very rarely. 

But the advice stuck.   Without it I might have mentioned the curious understanding I had with my 

cousin Rosalind, and that would certainly have led us both into very grave trouble – if anyone had 

happened to believe me.  Neither I nor she, I think, paid much attention to it at that time: we simply 

had the habit of caution.  I certainly did not feel unusual.  I was a normal little boy, growing up in a 

normal way, taking the ways of the world about me for granted. 

(*Tribulation is the name given to the apocalyptic event that wipes out a large part of the population in the novel) 

 

Check your comprehension! 

1. What does David dream of? …………………………………………………………………………………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

2. What causes people to show ‘slight disapproval’ of David? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
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Q1—Look at lines 1-7 and write down four things we learn about the city that David dreams of: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Q2—Look at lines 5-17 and think about the language used to describe the dreams David has. 

Highlight three quotations you could potentially use in your answer. Number each quotation you’ve  

highlighted and write down the technique and effect used for each one below: 

1. Technique: 

 

Effect: 

 

2. Technique: 

 

Effect: 

 

3. Technique: 

 

Effect: 

 

 Earn a pink slip! 

Select an example of ambitious vocabulary in this extract and complete a blank word explosion. 

Peer/Self-assessment (make sure you use a green pen!) 

 

I would award this work an ATL of ………………... 

 Have the writer’s techniques been identified and the correct subject  terminology used?  

(e.g. metaphor, simile, powerful verb, etc.) 

 
Has the effect on the audience been clearly explained? (e.g. the use of past tense to  

describe the airplanes shows us how the world has changed and reverted back to the days 

before technology) 

 
Has a word explosion been fully completed for a pink slip? 

Score:        /4 
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Homework week commencing:   

 

Great Expectations by Charles Dickens 

Pip (an orphan) has been summoned to play with Estella, the adopted daughter of Miss Havisham. In this ex-

tract from chapter 8, Pip arrives at the mansion house and meets Miss Havisham for the first time. 
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I was half afraid. However, the only thing to be done being to knock at the door, I knocked, and was 

told from within to enter. I entered, therefore, and found myself in a pretty large room, well lighted 

with wax candles. No glimpse of daylight was to be seen in it. It was a dressing room, as I supposed 

from the furniture, though much of it was of forms and uses then quite unknown to me. But promi-

nent in it was a draped table with a gilded looking-glass, and that I made out at first sight to be a 

fine lady's dressing-table.  

Whether I should have made out this object so soon, if there had been no fine lady sitting at it, I can-

not say. In an arm-chair, with an elbow resting on the table and her head leaning on that hand, sat 

the strangest lady I have ever seen, or shall ever see.  

She was dressed in rich materials - satins, and lace, and silks - all of white. Her shoes were white. 

And she had a long white veil dependent from her hair, and she had bridal flowers in her hair, but 

her hair was white. Some bright jewels sparkled on her neck and on her hands, and some other 

jewels lay sparkling on the table. Dresses, less splendid than the dress she wore, and half-packed 

trunks, were scattered about. She had not quite finished dressing, for she had but one shoe on - the 

other was on the table near her hand - her veil was but half arranged, her watch and chain were not 

put on, and some lace for her bosom lay with those trinkets, and with her handkerchief, and gloves, 

and some flowers, and a prayer-book, all confusedly heaped about the looking-glass.  

It was not in the first few moments that I saw all these things, though I saw more of them in the first 

moments than might be supposed. But, I saw that everything within my view which ought to be 

white, had been white long ago, and had lost its lustre, and was faded and yellow. I saw that the 

bride within the bridal dress had withered like the dress, and like the flowers, and had no bright-

ness left but the brightness of her sunken eyes. I saw that the dress had been put upon the rounded 

figure of a young woman, and that the figure upon which it now hung loose, had shrunk to skin and 

bone. Once, I had been taken to see some ghastly waxwork at the Fair, representing I know not 

what impossible personage lying in state. Once, I had been taken to one of our old marsh churches 

to see a skeleton in the ashes of a rich dress, that had been dug out of a vault under the church 

pavement. Now, waxwork and skeleton seemed to have dark eyes that moved and looked at me. I 

should have cried out, if I could.  

 

Check your comprehension! 

1. How does Pip feel? …………………………………………………………………………………………. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

2. What does Miss Havisham remind Pip of?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
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Q1—Look at lines 1– 6 and write down four things we learn about the room that Pip enters: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Q2—Look at lines 11-27 and think about the language used to describe Miss Havisham. 

Highlight three quotations you could potentially use in your answer. Number each quotation you’ve  

highlighted and write down the technique and effect used for each one below: 

1. Technique: 

 

Effect: 

 

2. Technique: 

 

Effect: 

 

3. Technique: 

 

Effect: 

 

 Earn a pink slip! 

Select an example of ambitious vocabulary in this extract and complete a blank word explosion. 

Peer/Self-assessment (make sure you use a green pen!) 

 

I would award this work an ATL of ………………... 

 Have the writer’s techniques been identified and the correct subject  terminology used?  

(e.g. metaphor, simile, powerful verb, etc.) 

 

Has the effect on the audience been clearly explained? (e.g. the fact that Miss Havisham 

wears white portrays her as innocent and vulnerable.) 

 
Has a word explosion been fully completed for a pink slip? 

Score:        /4 
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Homework week commencing:   

Eragon by Christopher Paolini 

Taken from the opening to ‘Eragon’, an evil magician, known as a Shade, lies in wait for an elf and one of the 
last remaining dragon eggs, with an army of Urgals (ogre-like creatures) by his side.  
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Wind howled through the night, carrying a scent that would change the world. A tall Shade lifted 
his head and sniffed the air. He looked human except for his crimson hair and maroon eyes.  

He blinked in surprise. The message had been correct: they were here. Or was it a trap? He 
weighed the odds, then said icily, "Spread out; hide behind trees and bushes. Stop whoever is 
coming ... or die."  

Around him shuffled twelve Urgals with short swords and round iron shields painted with black 
symbols. They resembled men with bowed legs and thick, brutish arms made for crushing. A 
pair of twisted horns grew above their small ears. The monsters hurried into the brush, grunting 
as they hid. Soon the rustling quieted and the forest was silent again. 

The Shade peered around a thick tree and looked up the trail It was too dark for any human to 
see, but for him the feint moonlight was like sunshine streaming between the trees; every detail 
was clear and sharp to his searching gaze. He remained unnaturally quiet, a long pale sword in 
his hand. A wire- thin scratch curved down the blade. The weapon was thin enough to slip be-
tween a pair of ribs, yet stout enough to hack through the hardest armor.  

The Urgals could not see as well as the Shade; they groped like blind beggars, fumbling with 
their weapons. An owl screeched, cutting through the silence. No one relaxed until the bird flew 
past. Then the monsters shivered in the cold night; one snapped a twig with his heavy boot. The 
Shade hissed in anger, and the Urgals shrank back, motionless. He suppressed his distaste — 
they smelled like fetid meat — and turned away. They were tools, nothing more.  

The Shade forced back his impatience as the minutes became hours. The scent must have 
wafted far ahead of its owners. He did not let the Urgals get up or warm themselves. He denied 
himself those luxuries, too, and stayed behind the tree, watching the trail Another gust of wind 
rushed through the forest. The smell was stronger this time. Excited, he lifted a thin lip in a snarl 
"Get ready," he whispered, his whole body vibrating. The tip of his sword moved in small circles. 
It had taken many plots and much pain to bring himself to this moment. It would not do to lose 

 

Check your comprehension! 

1. Why did the Shade not look human? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What was good about the Shade’s sword? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Why was the Shade angry? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Q1—Look at lines 6-9 and write down four things we learn about the Urgals 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Q2—Look at lines 15-19 and think about the language used to describe the Shade’s feelings towards 

the Urgals.  

Highlight three quotations you could potentially use in your answer. Number each quotation you’ve  

highlighted and write down the technique and effect used for each one below: 

1. Technique: 

 

Effect: 

 

2. Technique: 

 

Effect: 

 

3. Technique: 

 

Effect: 

 

Earn a pink slip! 

Select an example of ambitious vocabulary in this extract and complete a blank word explosion. 

Peer/Self-assessment (make sure you use a green pen!) 

 

I would award this work an ATL of ………………... 

 Have the writer’s techniques been identified and the correct subject  terminology used?  

(e.g. metaphor, simile, powerful verb, etc.) 

 
Has the effect on the audience been clearly explained? (e.g. The Urgals are only with the 

Shade because he needs them for some greater purpose; it is only out of necessity that he 

remains in their presence. ) 

 
Has a word explosion been fully completed for a pink slip? 

Score:        /4 
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Homework week commencing:   

 

The City of Bones by Cassandra Clare  

Taken from the opening of ‘The City of Bones’ in which a Shadowhunter attempts to destroy a demon in the 
middle of a nightclub.  
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Inside, the club was full of dry-ice smoke. Coloured lights played over the dance floor, turn-
ing it into a multi-coloured fairyland of blues and acid greens, hot pinks and golds.  

The boy in the red jacket stroked the long razor-sharp blade in his hands, an idle smile play-
ing over his lips. It had been so easy-a little bit of a glamour on the blade, to make it look 
harmless. Another glamour on his eyes, and the moment the bouncer had looked straight at 
him, he was in. Of course, he could probably have gotten by without all that trouble, but it 
was part of the fun-fooling the mundies, doing it all out in the open right in front of them, get-
ting off on the blank looks on their sheeplike faces.  

Not that the humans didn't have their uses. The boy's green eyes scanned the dance floor, 
where slender limbs clad in scraps of silk and black leather appeared and disappeared in-
side the revolving columns of smoke as the mundies danced. Girls tossed their long hair, 
boys swung their leather-clad hips, and bare skin glittered with sweat. Vitality just poured off 
them, waves of energy that filled him with a drunken dizziness. His lip curled. They didn't 
know how lucky they were. They didn't know what it was like to eke out life in a dead world, 
where the sun hung limp in the sky like a burned cinder. Their lives burned as brightly as 
candle flames-and were as easy to snuff out.  

His hand tightened on the blade he carried, and he had begun to step out onto the dance 
floor when a girl broke away from the mass of dancers and began walking toward him. He 
stared at her. She was beautiful, for a human-long hair nearly the precise color of black ink, 
charcoaled eyes. Floor-length white gown, the kind women used to wear when this world 
was younger. Lace sleeves belled out around her slim arms. Around her neck was a thick 
silver chain, on which hung a dark red pendant the size of a baby's fist. He only had to nar-
row his eyes to know that it was real-real and precious. His mouth started to water as she 
neared him. Vital energy pulsed from her like blood from an open wound. She smiled, pass-
ing him, beckoning with her eyes. He turned to follow her, tasting the phantom sizzle of her 
death on his lips.  

It was always easy. He could already feel the power of her evaporating life coursing through 
his veins like fire. Humans were so stupid. They had something so precious, and they bare-
ly safeguarded it at all.  

 

 

 

Check your comprehension! 

1. What does the boy have to hide? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What did the boy think was ‘part of the fun’?  

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What does the boy think about humans? 
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Q1—Look at lines 10-16 and write down four things that can be seen in the nightclub.  

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Q2—Look at lines 17-29 and think about the language used to describe the girl. How is she presented?  

Highlight three quotations you could potentially use in your answer. Number each quotation you’ve  

highlighted and write down the technique and effect used for each one below: 

1. Technique: 

 

Effect: 

 

2. Technique: 

 

Effect: 

 

3. Technique: 

 

Effect: 

 

 Earn a pink slip! 

Select an example of ambitious vocabulary in this extract and complete a blank word explosion. 

Peer/Self-assessment (make sure you use a green pen!) 

 

I would award this work an ATL of ………………... 

 Have the writer’s techniques been identified and the correct subject  terminology used?  

(e.g. metaphor, simile, powerful verb, etc.) 

 
Has the effect on the audience been clearly explained? (e.g. The colour of her gown would 

suggest innocence, and we therefore feel concern for her when the boy follows her with his 

knife; we think she could be in danger.) 

 
Has a word explosion been fully completed for a pink slip? 

Score:        /4 
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Homework week commencing:   

Twilight by Stephenie Meyer  

Taken from the opening chapters of ‘Twilight’, this is the moment when Bella, sat in the cafeteria at lunch, 
sees the Cullen family (a family of vampires) for the first time.  
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It was there, sitting in the lunchroom, trying to make conversation with seven curious strangers, 
that I first saw them.  

They were sitting in the corner of the cafeteria, as far away from where I sat as possible in the 
long room. There were five of them. They weren't talking, and they weren't eating, though they 
each had a tray of untouched food in front of them. They weren't gawking at me, unlike most of 
the other students, so it was safe to stare at them without fear of meeting an excessively inter-
ested pair of eyes. But it was none of these things that caught, and held, my attention.  

They didn't look anything alike. Of the three boys, one was big — muscled like a serious weight 
lifter, with dark, curly hair. Another was taller, leaner, but still muscular, and honey blond. The 
last was lanky, less bulky, with untidy, bronze-colored hair. He was more boyish than the oth-
ers, who looked like they could be in college, or even teachers here rather than students.  

The girls were opposites. The tall one was statuesque. She had a beautiful figure, the kind you 
saw on the cover of the Sports Illustrated swimsuit issue, the kind that made every girl around 
her take a hit on her self-esteem just by being in the same room. Her hair was golden, gently 
waving to the middle of her back. The short girl was pixielike, thin in the extreme, with small fea-
tures. Her hair was a deep black, cropped short and pointing in every direction.  

And yet, they were all exactly alike. Every one of them was chalky pale, the palest of all the stu-
dents living in this sunless town. Paler than me, the albino. They all had very dark eyes despite 
the range in hair tones. They also had dark shadows under those eyes — purplish, bruiselike 
shadows. As if they were all suffering from a sleepless night, or almost done recovering from a 
broken nose. Though their noses, all their features, were straight, perfect, angular.  

But all this is not why I couldn't look away.  

I stared because their faces, so different, so similar, were all devastatingly, inhumanly beautiful. 
They were faces you never expected to see except perhaps on the airbrushed pages of a fash-
ion magazine. Or painted by an old master as the face of an angel. It was hard to decide who 
was the most beautiful — maybe the perfect blond girl, or the bronze-haired boy.  

They were all looking away — away from each other, away from the other students, away from 
anything in particular as far as I could tell. As I watched, the small girl rose with her tray — uno-
pened soda, unbitten apple — and walked away with a quick, graceful lope that belonged on a 
runway. I watched, amazed at her lithe dancer's step, till she dumped her tray and glided 
through the back door, faster than I would have thought possible. My eyes darted back to the 
others, who sat unchanging.  

"Who are they?" I asked the girl from my Spanish class, whose name I'd forgotten.  

 

Check your comprehension! 

1. What is Bella doing when she first notices them? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What is it that captures her attention about them?  

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Why couldn’t Bella look away? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Q1—Look at lines 3-7 and write down four things that Bella notices about the group.  

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Q2—Look at lines 17-32 and think about the language used to describe the group. How are they pre-

sented?   

Highlight three quotations you could potentially use in your answer. Number each quotation you’ve  

highlighted and write down the technique and effect used for each one below: 

1. Technique: 

 

Effect: 

 

2. Technique: 

 

Effect: 

 

3. Technique: 

 

Effect: 

 

Earn a pink slip! 

Select an example of ambitious vocabulary in this extract and complete a blank word explosion. 

Peer/Self-assessment (make sure you use a green pen!) 

 

I would award this work an ATL of ………………... 

 Have the writer’s techniques been identified and the correct subject  terminology used?  

(e.g. metaphor, simile, powerful verb, etc.) 

 
Has the effect on the audience been clearly explained? (e.g. To Bella, this group of people is 

incredibly beautiful, almost captivatingly so. However, the word ‘inhumanly’ almost foreshad-

ows Bella’s eventual discovery that they are, in fact, vampires.) 

 
Has a word explosion been fully completed for a pink slip? 

Score:        /4 
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Homework week commencing:   

The Count of Monte Cristo by Alexandre Dumas 

Taken from the opening to ‘The Count of Monte Cristo’, the crew of the Pharoon, a French trading ship, are 
returning to port in France. They lost their Captain at sea and are bringing home the news of his death. One 
of the shipmates, Dantes, is the first to leave the ship. 
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He was a fine, tall, slim young fellow of eighteen or twenty, with black eyes, and hair as 

dark as a raven’s wing; and his whole appearance bespoke that calmness and resolution 

peculiar to men accustomed from their cradle to contend with danger. 

“Ah, is it you, Dantès?” cried the man in the skiff. “What’s the matter? and why have 

you such an air of sadness aboard?” 

“A great misfortune, M. Morrel,” replied the young man, “a great misfortune, for me 

especially! Off Civita Vecchia we lost our brave Captain Leclere.” 

“And the cargo?” inquired the owner, eagerly. 

“Is all safe, M. Morrel; and I think you will be satisfied on that head. But poor Captain 

Leclere——” 

“What happened to him?” asked the owner, with an air of considerable resignation. 

“What happened to the worthy captain?” 

“He died.” 

“Fell into the sea?” 

“No, sir, he died of brain-fever in dreadful agony.” Then turning to the crew, he said, 

“Bear a hand there, to take in sail!” 

All hands obeyed, and at once the eight or ten seamen who composed the crew, sprang 

to their respective stations at the spanker brails and outhaul, topsail sheets and halyards, 

the jib downhaul, and the topsail clewlines and buntlines. The young sailor gave a look to 

see that his orders were promptly and accurately obeyed, and then turned again to the 

owner. 

 

  Check your comprehension! 

1. What is the general mood of this extract? ………………………….………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

2. What is the name of the man in charge? ……………………………………………………………………………. 

3. How did the Captain die? ……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 
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Q1—Look at lines 1-3 and write down four things we learn about Dantes: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Q2—Look at lines 4-16 and think about the language used to describe Dantes as a likeable character.  

Highlight three quotations you could potentially use in your answer. Number each quotation you’ve  

highlighted and write down the technique and effect used for each one below: 

1. Technique: 

 

Effect: 

 

2. Technique: 

 

Effect: 

 

3. Technique: 

 

Effect: 

 

 Earn a pink slip! 

Select an example of ambitious vocabulary in this extract and complete a blank word explosion. 

Peer/Self-assessment (make sure you use a green pen!) 

 

 Have the writer’s techniques been identified and the correct subject  terminology used?  

(e.g. metaphor, simile, powerful verb, etc.) 

 
Has the effect on the audience been clearly explained? (e.g. By saying that the “young sailor 

gave a look”, it shows that he is so respected that he does not need to use words to force the 

men. One command from him and the crew “promptly and accurately” follow them. These 

adverbs highlight how keen they are to please him as they not only waste no time, but also 

are precise. This quickly establishes Dante as a man we also admire and like, just as the oth-

 
Has a word explosion been fully completed for a pink slip? 

Score:        /4 
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Homework week commencing:   

Life of Pi by Yan Martel 

Taken from the mid-point of ‘Life of Pi’, a young Pi has escaped a ship wreck and found himself on a lifeboat, 
with only a few of the zoo animals his family were transporting from India to Canada for company. Here, he is 
attempting to save the life of a tiger named Richard Parker. 

 

 

 

 

5 

 

 

 

 

10 

 

 

 

15 

 

 

  

20 

 

 

 

 

25 

 

 

 

 

30 

The ship sank. It made a sound like a monstrous metallic burp. Things bubbled at the surface and then 

vanished. Everything was screaming: the sea, the wind, my heart. From the lifeboat I saw something in 

the water. 

I cried, “Richard Parker, is that you? It’s so hard to see. Oh, that this rain would stop! Richard Parker? 

Richard Parker? Yes, it is you!” 

I could see his head. He was struggling to stay at the surface of the water. 

“Jesus, Mary, Muhammad and Vishnu, how good to see you, Richard Parker! Don’t give up, please. 

Come to the lifeboat. Do you hear this whistle? TREEEEEE! TREEEEEE! TREEEEEE! You heard right. 

Swim, swim! You’re a strong swimmer. It’s not a hundred feet.” 

He had seen me. He looked panic-stricken. He started swimming my way. The water about him was 

shifting wildly. He looked small and helpless. 

 “What are you doing, Richard Parker? Don’t you love life? Keep swimming then! TREEEEEE! 

TREEEEEE! TREEEEEE! Kick with your legs. Kick! Kick! Kick!” He stirred in the water and made to 

swim. 

“And what of my extended family—birds, beasts and reptiles? They too have drowned. Every single 

thing I value in life has been destroyed. And I am allowed no explanation? I am to suffer hell without any 

account from heaven? In that case, what is the purpose of reason, Richard Parker? Is it no more than to 

shine at practicalities—the getting of food, clothing and shelter? Why can’t reason give greater answers? 

Why can we throw a question further than we can pull in an answer? Why such a vast net if there’s so 

little fish to catch?” 

His head was barely above water. He was looking up, taking in the sky one last time. There was a life-

buoy in the boat with a rope tied to it. I took hold of it and waved it in the air. 

“Do you see this lifebuoy, Richard Parker? Do you see it? Catch hold of it! HUMPF! I’ll try again. 

HUMPF!” 

He was too far. But the sight of the lifebuoy flying his way gave him hope. He revived and started beat-

ing the water with vigorous, desperate strokes. 

“That’s right! One, two. One, two. One, two. Breathe when you can. Watch for the waves. TREEEEEE! 

TREEEEEE! TREEEEEE!” 

My heart was chilled to ice. I felt ill with grief. But there was no time for frozen shock. It was shock in ac-

tivity. Something in me did not want to give up on life, was unwilling to let go, wanted to fight to the very 

end. Where that part of me got the heart, I don’t know. 

 

 Check your comprehension! 

1. What is the general mood of this extract? ………………………….………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

2. What other animals were in the zoo?........……………………………………………………………………………. 

3. What was the weather like at sea? ……………………………………………………………………………………. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 
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Q1—Look at lines 1-9 and write down four things we learn about the setting: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Q2—Look at lines 9-30 and think about the language used to establish that Pi cares deeply for Richard 

Parker. Highlight three quotations you could potentially use in your answer. Number each quotation 

you’ve highlighted and write down the technique and effect used for each one below: 

1. Technique: 

 

Effect: 

 

2. Technique: 

 

Effect: 

 

3. Technique: 

 

Effect: 

 

 Earn a pink slip! 

Select an example of ambitious vocabulary in this extract and complete a blank word explosion. 

Peer/Self-assessment (make sure you use a green pen!) 

 

 Have the writer’s techniques been identified and the correct subject  terminology used?  

(e.g. metaphor, simile, powerful verb, etc.) 

 
Has the effect on the audience been clearly explained? (e.g. By using the speech tag “cried” 

the writer is showing that Pi is desperate, almost screaming; a true sign of emotion. He fol-

lows this by repeating ’Richard Parker’s’ name three times, emphasising his eagerness for it 

to be the tiger he is seeing. This shows the audience how caring Pi is and strong his bond is 

 
Has a word explosion been fully completed for a pink slip? 

Score:        /4 



 22 

 

Homework week commencing:   

The Night Circus by Erin Morgenstern 

Taken from the opening of ‘The Night Circus’, we are told the story of a mysterious circus that is only open 
during the night. 

 

 Check your comprehension! 

1. How is this circus similar to a ‘traditional’ circus? ..……………….………………………………………………… 

2. How does this circus look different from a ‘traditional’ circus?  ……………………………………......................

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

3. How do people find out about the circus? …………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 
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Q1—Look at lines 1-9 and write down four things we learn about the circus: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Q2—Look at lines 10-29. How do we know people are interested and intrigued by the circus? Highlight 

three quotations you could potentially use in your answer. Number each quotation you’ve highlighted 

and write down the technique and effect used for each one below: 

1. Technique: 

 

Effect: 

 

2. Technique: 

 

Effect: 

 

3. Technique: 

 

Effect: 

 

 Earn a pink slip! 

Select an example of ambitious vocabulary in this extract and complete a blank word explosion. 

Peer/Self-assessment (make sure you use a green pen!) 

 Have the writer’s techniques been identified and the correct subject  terminology used?  

(e.g. metaphor, simile, powerful verb, etc.) 

 

Has the effect on the audience been clearly explained? (e.g. The writer opens the extract 

with a short, simple sentence gives a sense of mystery as, traditionally fayres and circuses 

are advertised for weeks in advance. The verb ‘arrives’ almost makes it sound alive, as if it 

has a mind of its own, forcing us to ask even more questions such as ‘how’ and ‘why’ and 

increasing anticipation.) 

 
Has a word explosion been fully completed for a pink slip? 

Score:        /4 
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Q1—Look at lines 1-13 and write down four things we learn about the speaker: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Q2—Look at lines 17 onwards and think about the language used to describe the speaker’s condition 

and life.  Highlight three quotations you could potentially use in your answer. Number each quotation 

you’ve highlighted and write down the technique and effect used for each one below: 

1. Technique: 

 

Effect: 

 

2. Technique: 

 

Effect: 

 

3. Technique: 

 

Effect: 

 

 Earn a pink slip! 

Select an example of ambitious vocabulary in this extract and complete a blank word explosion. 

Peer/Self-assessment (make sure you use a green pen!) 

 

I would award this work an ATL of ………………... 

 Have the writer’s techniques been identified and the correct subject  terminology used?  

(e.g. metaphor, simile, powerful verb, etc.) 

 Has the effect on the audience been clearly explained? (e.g. the adjective ‘ever-changing’ 

makes it seem like scientists cannot decide what is causing the speaker’s condition, adding a 

sense of mystery and confusion, making the reader want to know how the character got this 

condition.’) 

 
Has a word explosion been fully completed for a pink slip? 

Score:        /4 
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Homework week commencing:   

The History of Bees by Maja Lunde 

The opening to ‘The History of Bees’ - a modern novel set in three different time periods. This extract is told 
from the point of view of a Chinese working-class lady called Tao, in the year 2098. 
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Check your comprehension! 

1. Why are the workers pollinating the trees by hand? 

……………………………………………………………………………………... 

2. What did the pesticides do? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

3. How does Tao feel about the work that she does? 
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Q1—Look at lines 1-12 and write down four things we learn about the speaker: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Q2—Look at lines 13-26 and look at how the process of and tools used for hand pollination is de-

scribed.  Highlight three quotations that describe the process or tools. Number each quotation you’ve 

highlighted and write down the technique and effect used for each one below: 

1. Technique: 

 

Effect: 

 

2. Technique: 

 

Effect: 

 

3. Technique: 

 

Effect: 

 

 Earn a pink slip! 

Select an example of ambitious vocabulary in this extract and complete a blank word explosion. 

Peer/Self-assessment (make sure you use a green pen!) 

 

I would award this work an ATL of ………………... 

 Have the writer’s techniques been identified and the correct subject  terminology used?  

(e.g. metaphor, simile, powerful verb, etc.) 

 Has the effect on the audience been clearly explained? (e.g. ‘The adverb ‘scientifically’ em-

phasises how the feathers and hens were created with and exact intention and using a spe-

cific process, which makes the reader think the scientists went to a lot of effort and they were 

desperate for their work to be successful.’) 

 
Has a word explosion been fully completed for a pink slip? 

Score:        /4 
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Q1—Look at lines 1-3 and write down four things we learn about the crowd: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Q2—Look at lines 5-21 and look at how the prison is described.  Highlight three quotations that  

describe the prison. Number each quotation you’ve highlighted and write down the technique and ef-

fect used for each one below: 

1. Technique: 

 

Effect: 

 

2. Technique: 

 

Effect: 

 

3. Technique: 

 

Effect: 

 

 Earn a pink slip! 

Select an example of ambitious vocabulary in this extract and complete a blank word explosion. 

Peer/Self-assessment (make sure you use a green pen!) 

 

I would award this work an ATL of ………………... 

 Have the writer’s techniques been identified and the correct subject  terminology used?  

(e.g. metaphor, simile, powerful verb, etc.) 

 Has the effect on the audience been clearly explained? (e.g. ‘.’Using the adjective ‘beetle-

browned’ the author has made the prison seem uninviting and unattractive. This would make 

the reader feel that the people who send people there must want the inmates to be unhappy 

whilst they serve their sentences.’) 

 
Has a word explosion been fully completed for a pink slip? 

Score:        /4 
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Homework week commencing:   

Rebecca by Daphne Du Maurier 

Taken from the opening to ‘Rebecca’, An unnamed narrator tells us about a dream where she visits her old 
home, Manderley. In the dream, the driveway to the house seems to be very overgrown and almost  
unrecognisable to the narrator. 

 

Check your comprehension! 

1. How do you know the narrator is dreaming? ……………………………………………………………………….… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

2. What does the lodge look like in the dream? ……………………………...………………………………………... 

3. How does the narrator describe the driveway? …...………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 
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Q1—Read lines 1-4. List four things that you learn about the setting. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Q2—Read from lines 10-18 in detail. How does the writer use language to describe nature? 

Highlight three quotations you could potentially use in your answer. Number each quotation you’ve  

highlighted and write down the technique and effect used for each one below: 

1. Technique: 

 

Effect: 

 

2. Technique: 

 

Effect: 

 

3. Technique: 

 

Effect: 

 

 Earn a pink slip! 

Select an example of ambitious vocabulary in this extract and complete a blank word explosion. 

Peer/Self-assessment (make sure you use a green pen!) 

 

I would award this work an ATL of ………………... 

 Have the writer’s techniques been identified and the correct subject  terminology used?  

(e.g. metaphor, simile, powerful verb, etc.) 

 
Has the effect on the audience been clearly explained? (e.g. the vivid description of nature 

as an attacking force helps us to understand the narrator’s anxieties about Manderley, and 

hints that her memories of this setting are not entirely positive). 

 
Has a word explosion been fully completed for a pink slip? 

Score:        /4 
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Homework week commencing:   

A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens 

The following extract is taken from Charles Dickens’ novel, A Christmas Carol, written in 1843. In this extract, 

the Ghost of Christmas Future takes the main character, Scrooge, to see a shop in a poor area of London. 
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He looked about in that very place for his own image; but another man stood in his accustomed 

corner, and though the clock pointed to his usual time of day for being there, he saw no likeness 

of himself among the multitudes that poured in through the Porch. It gave him little surprise, 

however; for he had been revolving in his mind a change of life, and thought and hoped he saw 

his new-born resolutions carried out in this. 

Quiet and dark, beside him stood the Phantom, with its outstretched hand. When he roused 

himself from his thoughtful quest, he fancied from the turn of the hand, and its situation in refer-

ence to himself, that the Unseen Eyes were looking at him keenly. It made him shudder, and 

feel very cold. 

They left the busy scene, and went into an obscure part of the town, where Scrooge had never 

penetrated before, although he recognised its situation, and its bad repute. The ways were foul 

and narrow; the shops and houses wretched; the people half-naked, drunken, slipshod, ugly. 

Alleys and archways, like so many cesspools, disgorged their offenses of smell, and dirt, and 

life, upon the straggling streets; and the whole quarter reeked with crime, with filth, and misery. 

Far in this den of infamous resort, there was a low-browed, beetling shop, below a pent-house 

roof, where iron, old rags, bottles, bones, and greasy offal, were bought. Upon the floor within, 

were piled up heaps of rusty keys, nails, chains, hinges, files, scales, weights, and refuse iron of 

all kinds. Secrets that few would like to scrutinise were bred and hidden in mountains of un-

seemly rags, masses of corrupted fat, and sepulchres of bones. Sitting in among the wares he 

dealt in, by a charcoal stove, made of old bricks, was a grey-haired rascal, nearly seventy years 

of age; who had screened himself from the cold air without, by a frowsy curtaining of miscella-

neous tatters, hung upon a line; and smoked his pipe in all the luxury of calm retirement. 

 

Scrooge and the Phantom came into the presence of this man, just as a woman with a heavy 

bundle slunk into the shop. But she had scarcely entered, when another woman, similarly laden, 

came in too; and she was closely followed by a man in faded black, who was no less startled by 

the sight of them, than they had been upon the recognition of each other. After a short period of 

blank astonishment, in which the old man with the pipe had joined them, they all three burst into 

a laugh. 

 

Check your comprehension! 

1. How is the Phantom described? ……………………………………………………………………….……………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

2. Why did Scrooge shudder? ……………………………...…………………………………………………………….. 

3. What did the people in the obscure part of town look like? ………………………………………………………...

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
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Q1—Read lines 15-18. List 4 things you learn about the shop.                                            . 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Q2—Read from lines 10-22 in detail. How does the writer use language to present the poverty-stricken 

town? 

Highlight three quotations you could potentially use in your answer. Number each quotation you’ve  

highlighted and write down the technique and effect used for each one below: 

1. Technique: 

 

Effect: 

 

2. Technique: 

 

Effect: 

 

3. Technique: 

 

Effect: 

 

Earn a pink slip! 

Select an example of ambitious vocabulary in this extract and complete a blank word explosion. 

Peer/Self-assessment (make sure you use a green pen!) 

 

I would award this work an ATL of ………………... 

 Have the writer’s techniques been identified and the correct subject  terminology used?  

(e.g. metaphor, simile, powerful verb, etc.) 

 
Has the effect on the audience been clearly explained? (e.g. Dickens’ judicious language 

choices allow the reader a full sensory experience of this scene, emphasising the true and 

horrific nature of poverty). 

 
Has a word explosion been fully completed for a pink slip? 

Score:        /4 
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Q1—Read lines 1-5. List four things that Amir remembers about his journey to Pakistan. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Q2—Read from lines 5-19 in detail. How does the writer use language here to create a sense of Amir’s 

feelings? 

Highlight three quotations you could potentially use in your answer. Number each quotation you’ve  

highlighted and write down the technique and effect used for each one below: 

1. Technique: 

 

Effect: 

 

2. Technique: 

 

Effect: 

 

3. Technique: 

 

Effect: 

 

Earn a pink slip! 

Select an example of ambitious vocabulary in this extract and complete a blank word explosion. 

Peer/Self-assessment (make sure you use a green pen!) 

 

I would award this work an ATL of ………………... 

 Have the writer’s techniques been identified and the correct subject  terminology used?  

(e.g. metaphor, simile, powerful verb, etc.) 

 Has the effect on the audience been clearly explained? (e.g. The writer encourages us to 

sympathise with Amir’s plight by allowing us this glimpse into his journey, and we are fully 

able to comprehend his gratefulness to be, not only breathing clean air once again, but to be 

alive at this moment in the extract. 

 
Has a word explosion been fully completed for a pink slip? 

Score:        /4 



 36 

 

Homework week commencing:   

The Illustrated Man by Ray Bradbury 

Taken from the opening of a short story in which the narrator meets a man who struggles through life  

because of his special tattoos. 

 

 

 

5 

 

 

 

 

 

10 

 

 

 

15 

 

 

 

 

20 

 

 

 

25 

 

 

 

30 

 

It was a warm afternoon in early September when I first met the Illustrated Man. Walking along an  

asphalt road, I was on the final leg of a two weeks’ walking tour of Wisconsin. Late in the afternoon I 

stopped, ate some pork, beans, and a doughnut, and was preparing to stretch out and read when the 

Illustrated Man walked over the hill and stood for a moment against the sky. I didn’t know he was  

Illustrated then. I only knew that he was tall, once well muscled, but now, for some reason, going to fat. I 

recall that his arms were long, and the hands thick, but that his face was like a child’s, set upon a  

massive body.  

 

He seemed only to sense my presence, for he didn’t look directly at me when he spoke his first words: 

“Do you know where I can find a job?” 

“I’m afraid not,” I said. 

“I haven’t had a job that’s lasted in forty years,” he said. 

Though it was a hot late afternoon, he wore his wool shirt buttoned tight about his neck. His sleeves 

were rolled and buttoned down over his thick wrists. Perspiration was streaming from his face, yet he 

made no move to open his shirt. 

“Well,” he said at last, “this is as good a place as any to spend the night. Do you mind company?” 

“I have some extra food you’d be welcome to,” I  said. 

He sat down heavily, grunting. “You’ll be sorry you asked me to stay,” he said. “Everyone always is. 

That’s why I’m walking. Here it is, early September, the cream of the Labor Day carnival season. I 

should be making money hand over fist at any small town side show celebration, but here I am with no 

prospects.” 

He took off an immense shoe and peered at it closely. “I usually keep a job about ten days. Then some-

thing happens and they fire me. By now every carnival in America won’t touch me with a ten-foot pole.” 

“What seems to be the trouble?” I asked. 

For answer, he unbuttoned his tight collar, slowly. With his eyes shut, he put a slow hand to the task of 

unbuttoning his shirt all the way down. He slipped his fingers in to feel his chest. “Funny,” he  said, eyes 

still shut. “You can’t feel them but they’re there. I always hope that someday I’ll look and they'll be gone. 

I walk in the sun for hours on the hottest days, baking, and hope that my sweat’ll wash them off, the 

sun’ll cook them off, but at sundown they’re still there.” He turned his head slightly toward me and ex-

posed his chest. “Are they still there now?” 

After a long while I exhaled. “Yes,” I said. “They’re still there.” 

The Illustrations. 

 

Check your comprehension! 

1. Where is the story set? …………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

2. What is strange about the Illustrated Man’s choice of clothing?......................................................................... 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

3. What does the Illustrated Man hope will happen to his tattoos?.........................................................................  

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 
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Q1—Look at lines 5-7 and write down four things we learn about the Illustrated Man: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Q2—Look at lines 12 –20 and think about the language used to describe the Illustrated Man.  

Highlight three quotations you could potentially use in your answer. Number each quotation you’ve  

highlighted and write down the technique and effect used for each one below: 

1. Technique: 

 

Effect: 

 

2. Technique: 

 

Effect: 

 

3. Technique: 

 

Effect: 

 

 Earn a pink slip! 

Select an example of ambitious vocabulary in this extract and complete a blank word explosion. 

Peer/Self-assessment (make sure you use a green pen!) 

 

 Have the writer’s techniques been identified and the correct subject  terminology used?  

(e.g. metaphor, simile, powerful verb, etc.) 

 
Has the effect on the audience been clearly explained? (e.g. By using the adverb ‘heavily,’ 

the writer implies that it is not only the Illustrated Man’s body that is weighty but that he is   

also carrying a metaphorical burden with him. This, along with the animalistic verb ‘grunted’ 

suggests that he was treated poorly at a previous carnival, making the reader feel sympa-

 
Has a word explosion been fully completed for a pink slip? 

Score:        /4 
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Homework week commencing:   

 

The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini.  

Taken from the second chapter of the novel in which the narrator is remembering his childhood 

home. 

 

 

 

 

5 

 

 

 

 

10 

 

 

 

15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

20 

Everyone agreed that my father, my Baba, had built the most beautiful house in the Wazir  

Akbar Khan district, a new and affluent neighbourhood in the northern part of Kabul. Some 

thought it was the prettiest house in all of Kabul. A broad entryway flanked by rosebushes led to 

the sprawling house of marble floors and wide windows. Intricate mosaic tiles, handpicked by 

Baba in Isfahan, covered the floors of the four bathrooms. Gold-stitched tapestries, which Baba 

had bought in Calcutta, lined the walls; a crystal chandelier hung from the vaulted ceiling. 

 

Upstairs was my bedroom, Baba’s room, and his study, also known as “the smoking room,” 

which perpetually smelled of tobacco and cinnamon. Baba and his friends reclined on black 

leather chairs there after Ali had served dinner. They stuffed their pipes--except Baba always 

called it “fattening the pipe”--and discussed their favourite three topics: politics, business,  

soccer. Sometimes I asked Baba if I could sit with them, but Baba would stand in the doorway. 

“Go on, now,” he’d say. “This is grown-ups’ time. Why don’t you go read one of those books of 

yours?” He’d close the door, leave me to wonder why it was always grown-ups’ time with him. 

I’d sit by the door, knees drawn to my chest. Sometimes I sat there for an hour, sometimes two, 

listening to their laughter, their chatter. 

 

The living room downstairs had a curved wall with custom-built cabinets. Inside sat framed  

family pictures: an old, grainy photo of my grandfather and King Nadir Shah taken in 1931, two 

years before the king’s assassination; they are standing over a dead deer, dressed in knee-high 

boots, rifles slung over their shoulders. There was a picture of my parents’ wedding night, Baba 

dashing in his black suit and my mother a smiling young princess in white. Here was Baba and 

his best friend and business partner, Rahim Khan, standing outside our house, neither one  

smiling--I am a baby in that photograph and Baba is holding me, looking tired and grim. I’m in 

his arms, but it’s Rahim Khan’s pinky my fingers are curled around. 

 

 

Check your comprehension: 

1. What does the narrator call his father? ……………………………………………………...………………… 

2. What did the narrator do when his father was in the study with his friends?...............................................…. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

3. What is the narrator doing in the picture that shows his bond with Rahim Khan?............................................. 

……………………………………………………........................................................................................................ 
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Q1—Look at lines 7-9 and write down four things about the study: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Q2—Look at lines 1–6 and think about the language used to describe the house. 

Highlight three quotations you could potentially use in your answer. Number each quotation you’ve  

highlighted and write down the technique and effect used for each one below: 

1. Technique: 

 

Effect: 

 

2. Technique: 

 

Effect: 

 

3. Technique: 

 

Effect: 

 

 Earn a pink slip! 

Select an example of ambitious vocabulary in this extract and complete a blank word explosion. 

Peer/Self-assessment (make sure you use a green pen!) 

 

I would award this work an ATL of ………………... 

 Have the writer’s techniques been identified and the correct subject  terminology used?  

(e.g. metaphor, simile, powerful verb, etc.) 

 Has the effect on the audience been clearly explained? (e.g. By using the superlative adjec-

tives, the writer helps the reader to understand how superior the house was in relation to the 

others in the area and to question what the narrator’s father does in order to be able to afford 

such luxuries.) 

 
Has a word explosion been fully completed for a pink slip? 

Score:        /4 
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Homework week commencing:   

The Thirty-Nine Steps by John Buchan 

In this extract the narrator, Richard Hannay, is on the run from a gang of spies after escaping from a 

locked room in their farmhouse by using some explosive devices that he found there. Unable to 

 travel away from the farm in daylight, he has now found a hiding place on top of a dovecote which 

 

 

 

5 

 

 

 

 

10 

 

 

 

 

15 

 

 

 

 

 

20 

 

 

 

 

25 

I woke with a burning head and the sun glaring in my face. For a long time I lay motionless, for 

those horrible fumes seemed to have loosened my joints and dulled my brain. Sounds came to 

me from the house – men speaking throatily and the throbbing of a stationary car. There was a 

little gap in the parapet to which I wriggled, and from which I had some sort of prospect of the 

yard. I saw figures come out – a servant with his head bound up, and then a younger man in 

knickerbockers. They were looking for something, and moved towards the mill. Then one of 

them caught sight of the wisp of cloth on the nail, and cried out to the other. They both went 

back to the house, and brought two more to look at it. I saw the rotund figure of my late captor, 

and I thought I made out the man with the lisp. I noticed that all had pistols. 

 

For half an hour they ransacked the mill. I could hear them kicking over the barrels and pulling 

up the rotten planking. Then they came outside, and stood just below the dovecot, arguing 

fiercely. The servant with the bandage was being soundly rated. I heard them fiddling with the 

door of the dovecot, and for one horrid moment I fancied they were coming up. Then they 

thought better of it, and went back to the house. 

 

All that long blistering afternoon I lay baking on the roof-top. Thirst was my chief torment. My 

tongue was like a stick, and to make it worse I could hear the cool drip of water from the  

mill- lade. I watched the course of the little stream as it came in from the moor, and my fancy 

followed it to the top of the glen, where it must issue from an icy fountain fringed with cool ferns 

and mosses. I would have given a thousand pounds to plunge my face into that. 

 

I had a fine prospect of the whole ring of moorland. I saw the car speed away with two occu-

pants, and a man on a hill pony riding east. I judged they were looking for me, and I wished 

them joy of their quest. 

 

But I saw something else more interesting. The house stood almost on the summit of a swell of 
moorland which crowned a sort of plateau, and there was no higher point nearer than the big 
hills six miles off. The actual summit, as I have mentioned, was a biggish clump of trees – firs 
mostly, with a few ashes and beeches. On the dovecot I was almost on a level with the tree- 
tops, and could see what lay beyond. The wood was not solid, but only a ring, and inside was 
an oval of green turf, for all the world like a big cricket-field. 

 

Check your comprehension! 

1. How did the narrator feel when he woke up? ……………………………………………………...………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

2. How long did the people spend searching the mill?.................... ………………………………………………… 

3. What did the narrator see in the wood that was interesting?…………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 



 41 

 

Q1—Look at lines 10-14 and write down four things the people were doing: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Q2—Look at lines 15 –28 and think about the language used to describe Richard’s experience.  

Highlight three quotations you could potentially use in your answer. Number each quotation you’ve  

highlighted and write down the technique and effect used for each one below: 

1. Technique: 

 

Effect: 

 

2. Technique: 

 

Effect: 

 

3. Technique: 

 

Effect: 

 

 Earn a pink slip! 

Select an example of ambitious vocabulary in this extract and complete a blank word explosion. 

Peer/Self-assessment (make sure you use a green pen!) 

 

I would award this work an ATL of ………………... 

 Have the writer’s techniques been identified and the correct subject  terminology used?  

(e.g. metaphor, simile, powerful verb, etc.) 

 
Has the effect on the audience been clearly explained? (e.g. By repeatedly including images 

of water, the writer guides the reader to imagine how incredibly dehydrated the narrator is 

and how desperate he is for a drink.) 

 
Has a word explosion been fully completed for a pink slip? 

Score:        /4 



 42 

 

 

 

Extract name: …………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Extract name: …………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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Extract name: …………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Extract name: …………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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Extract name: …………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Extract name: …………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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Extract name: …………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Extract name: …………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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Extract name: …………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Extract name: …………………………………………………………………………………………… 


