Drama Skills
Understanding Stage Directions

Read the following script.  It only has stage directions.

Jenna
[calmly] …
Bill
[excitedly] …
Jenna pulls a suitcase from under the bed

Jenna
[Holds up an item of clothing] …
Bill
[bending over the suitcase] …
Stage lights are dimmed.

Activities
1.
Make up a very short story that explains what is happening in this part of the play.  Your story will have to explain a little about what happened before this part of the play.

Be ready to tell your story to the class.

2.
For each of the following pieces of stage direction, add dialogue that makes sense with the stage directions.  Rewrite in your books. 
(a)
Matt
… [he points at Kira]

(b)
Alf
[jumping to his feet] …
(c)
Nancy
[follows the nurse into the surgery] …
(d)
Robert
… [pause] …
(e)
Li
… [walks to the mantle piece and returns with a bottle of sherry]

Thinking about Performing

Activities

3.
Some stage directions tell the actors how they are supposed to be feeling; for example:

Angrily, sadly, brightly, disgustedly, alarmed, eagerly, breathlessly, hesitantly, confidently, shyly

(a)
Choose three of the above words and write a piece of dialogue to go with them, like questions 2

(b)
Choose one of your lines from part (a) and explain how, as the director, you would “teach” an actor to say and act the line to covey the emotion in the stage direction.  In other words, what advice would you give an actor about how to say and act “angrily”, for example?
