haﬁf{fniiild was howling outsid
heard was telling a story, Whefl su
loud knocking on the door. Erik
ther.
Un‘ai?can that be in this deserte
But the knocking came again
louder.
‘Open the door, " said Erik, and ¢
name was Gunnar Longshanks, C
Thorkhild stopped him., i
Wait!" said Thorkhild, “for [

can be anybody knocking on .thé ]
this forsaken land . ‘

; o the hall, ang there

all girl dre in rags,

erg;ln!' cried Erik, ‘before she dies of cold in
t.' § . §

he bitter wind. And they gave
of warm milk and a Plateful of food and sat

arm herself. But the girl did not
she did not drink, and wh,

en she felt the
h of the fire she began to cry.
do you not eat?’ asked Erik. ‘And why do
do you sit and weep before
fire?’ CERE o i i
gged girl looked round at Erik and his men
said: ‘T do not eat because my father does
t. I do not drink because my father does not

d I weep before the fire because — even now
ather lies out

yonder in the cold snow and the
n ght.’ It .'_:-.‘1"! z};ﬁ' M AT
en weep no more,’ said F k, ‘for we shall fetch
1" And Ragnar Forkbea

d four others put on

il . L VR Ntal i
Thorkhild went up to Erik and said: ‘Do not let
£0 into the darkgigﬁgfg fear if you :do we may

see them again.’
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+ find him and
7o must ﬁn. i
(Idl Shook hIS head- I

rklsfut [ feel something
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lif,;;osiih directiog?' a‘isked Eri
Oh.’ said the ragged girl}.{bbut as
vour door.’ S0 Ragnar.For eardl-_gq d
stepped out into the pt‘tch black n
r.hreu‘ a stick onto the fire.
Some time passed, and then Sve
upon a crutch - his broken leg boun
and said: ‘Ragnar Forkbeard and th
gone too long. Perhaps they have lost-
g0 and search for them,’ And he lit a__f
his cloak and so did four others, .
But Thorkhild went up to him &

g0. For I do not know what it is, bu
unearthly

at Thorkhild jumped to hig feet and rap ¢4 Erik and
his arms round him and said: ‘pri « for the love
_ t 20 into that darkness. For
> is something une ¥ amongst ys anq it has
fearful strongl’ )
nnot leave my comrades to die i the bitter
: said Erik, ‘T must go.'
iNo!’ cried Thorkhild, ‘T will go!’
and before Erik could stop him he hag disappeared
‘the pitch-black night, and the rest of Erik’s men
lowed after him, .
then Erik heard a laugh and he lookeg round to see
ragged girl throwing a log onto the fire.
Why do you laugh?’ asked Erik, but the girl dig not
ly. ‘'Who are you?’ asked Erik, and he looked into
I's eyes and he could see his own reflection in
by the light of the fire, and his reflection was a

egan to believe in his ming what
khild had said

that there was something
ly amongst them,

others canno. but we must find our
Sven the Strong hobpleg out into the
~and the foyy others with him - and
threy anoth
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ong tim I
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gnar FUI‘;\H stumbling in the
and his M - was gon
Strong ;If:r had blinded th}fm embfa(:éﬂ
smoke t ?L[ht,jr comrades they
they saW

ould not
feast and vowed they w:
to the tea:
pe blinded
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Far, 4 ';Kche had had a father dying in {
“'h{‘: dj evervone shook their heads apdf
no} know the answer, nor Se; how th
acted otherwise. And I wonder tqo]
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How Erik and‘;ij‘,llaﬁ;a,_bfdr_i'd were Tested
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98 and hard, Anq whjle the
snows lay up against the walls of their hut,
Erik and his meﬂﬁ'hﬁd little enough to eat, and
they grew thin and sour,

‘When shall we ever ea again?' they began to ask

he winter Wa'sf 'Ib_n

bach other. ‘And what of our hi
Pan she still be safe, left al

Erik heard his men grum
he said nothing,
* Then up stood one of
sourer than any of the
brand. ‘Why should we

HIS name was Thang-
‘With this any longer;"
Let us find Golden
nd Erik's men looked
en they looked at Erik.

fom one to the other, a
But Erik said nothing,
‘Come!’ said Thangbr
fime, for if we wait an;
hunger,’ i

4D and stood next to Tha { nen up too got
Olaf Hamundson and Gunnar Lon; shanks and they
00 stood next to Thangbr , Sigfusson. And
then another got up an them, and another and

inother, until half. standing beside



