rik and his men trave ed ¢
to a green valley full Qf. lue
sniffed the breeze an
thing curious about thi
But they set off across it, un
leaning over @ clear pool. 1 have

tree before,” said Erik. ‘Look! Its b:
'So it is!' cried his men, and they

and began to strip out the gold f _
But suddenly a gentle voice stopped
Erik and his men looked all arour
could see no one, so they shrugg
And then the gentle voice spo
for I will die.” i
Erik and his men looked at
looked behind the tree, and th
branches. e
Tmust be dreaming|’ said Er

as if the tree spoke.’ i
How can a tree speak?’ cried
e took his knife again, and b
8old from the parj .

Do not kill me," saig the ge




trailing viné
gt went 8
the trailing vine: that was cl gi
vine replied: ‘T grow up here _
this valley . . . I see all the flower
in their proper places ... C
sponsibility, as you can well un
‘But do you know the lan
night, vine?’ asked Ragnar F
point.’ ; .
1 like to go in all directions,
take my time .. . but right no
rock ... perhaps in a year or tw
over the top, and then I'll be
question . . .’ 4t _
‘But we know!" said some vo
and Ragnar Forkbeard looked u
blue flowers, that filled the valle
Don't believe those orchids,’
full of tricks and they don't lik
But Ragnar Forkbearg hadia
" s ant: Tell me. e said
flower ne’aresg hl?ri ggt;l;'g and e
petal, and a hygp went ouk
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he biggest of
Run, little brotl
“What is it yo

vood, and glar
mine, buzzar

‘Stone Tree!
Dlants speakin




ing Y 1 gaid the
for every thing J sai ;

% gat you'll 00" gd their choir p
lAlas o no, sa[t ' And at 0
other trees: My it with excitem
with their weight» a1 o 4s shouted and

of Erik’'s men had alread % ; d
But o Tree sighed and said rbis i3
and the Stoné re gter’ i ) 4 for the rest
and then taste the water. i . e oh the v {a

Andwhen they did. . .canyou gu
They heard the pool chuckling in a de
you're looking for the land where
night.’ Hi At
‘How do you know, pool?’ ask

‘Because,’ said the pool, ‘the rock

And Frik and his men heard
heard it from the vine." =

‘Now, said Thorkhild, ‘we
plants and the wild beasts and
itself!”

‘And perhaps now,’ said Erik ha E
sox];leilting of the land where the a E e o
- s ;’;Oizr 1;8 had finished spe _ asked Thorkhild

e insects, th
vater's edge, an
and stones that
Only Ragna'l_'

- Many days
of listening to

loreign bay,’
‘Listen!’ said

‘And it troub
stay in the Talkin
duest: to find thy
Listen!’ said
Other jokes and
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At this Erik wandered aWay fm.
hc;};g Erik called all his men toge
must Ieave this Valley of Talk an

0 o
Dr;lglt the men were not llstenin
listening to the trees and creatures

dark wood. _
‘We must carry on with ou :
put it was no use. The men had &

away, and he stood there on
ork

that he came across Ragnar

guard. i
‘How Is it, Ragnar Forkbeard, that

attention to all that the plants an

are saying?' asked Erik.
So Ragnar Forkbeard told Eric
no one else — how he had been tric ec

they all drank that night. And
up as men from a dream,
. gld the flowers really sing yeste
ach other. ‘Is it really p0831bl '
talking to us Jast nightScnes



