
Year 4- - Geography – Paris and London 
Comparison 

 
 

Subject Specific Vocabulary 

Human geography Things that are present in the world because of humans, e.g. 
bridges, roads, population and religion.   
 

Physical geography Things that are present in the world and would be here without 
humans, e.g. rivers, coastlines, mountains, forests and 
volcanoes. 
 

English Channel  An arm of the Atlantic Ocean that separates  
Southern England from northern France. 
 

Population The number of people living in an area. 
 

Digital mapping  Using technology to explore locations on maps, studying different 
aspects such as traffic, terrain and public transport.   
 

Human Geography of Paris & London 

Paris and London, both major European capitals, exhibit distinct human 
geographic characteristics.  London, with its larger area and population, has 
a more dispersed urban form and a higher population density compared to 
Paris within the city proper.  Paris, though smaller, boasts a denser, more 
compact urban layout, with a greater emphasis on walking and local 
amenities. 

Physical Geography of Paris & London 

Paris and London, while both major European capitals, exhibit distinct 
physical geographic characteristics. Paris is more compact, situated on a 
relatively flat terrain intersected by the Seine River, with surrounding 
forests.  London, larger and more spread out, lies on the River Thames and 
is known for its greener landscape. 

Sticky Knowledge 

• Paris is the capital of France and is located in the North of the 
country. 

• London is the capital of England and is located in the south of the 
country.   

• The River Seine runs through London. 
• The River Thames runs through London. 
• A neighbouring country is a country that shares a border with 

other countries.  
• Both cities have many famous landmarks including the Eiffel Tower 

and Big Ben.  
 

 


