
Artist inspiration-
Laura Carlin- an illustrator who 
uses the writers’ text to inspire 
her illustrations

Shaun Tan – an illustrator who  
creates his illustrations for his own stories, 
in the genre of graphic novels. 

Year  4 ART Knowledge Organiser 

Autumn 1 Focus- Storytelling through drawing 

Sticky Knowledge and Key concepts 

 That we can tell stories through drawing.
 That we can use text within our drawings to add meaning.
 That we can sequence drawings to help viewers respond to our 

story.
 That we can use line, shape, colour and composition to develop 

evocative and characterful imagery.

Techniques

Enquiry Question: How can we create visual narratives inspired by poetry or prose ?

Word Definition 

charcoal A black stick made from burnt 
wood that artists use

Composition Where the text and 
illustrations will go on your 
page 

Graphic novel A story told by using 
illustrations and no text

Illustration A drawing to tell a story

medium What the artists uses to mark
make

Visual 
narrative 

The story that is told through 
the illustrations. What do the 
pictures tell you? 

Compare artists 
Shaun Tan and 

Laura Carlin

Turning words 
into 

illustrations  

Storytelling 
through 

illustrations 


