
Year 3 Reading Spine 
Werewolf Club Rules  
Joseph Coelho 
Genre: Poetry / Humour  
Themes: Family, Friendship  

 
 
 
The Iron Man 
Ted Hughes 
Genre: Science Fiction 
Themes: bravery, prejudice, 
inclusion  
 
 
Varjak Paw 
SF Said  
Genre: Fantasy  
Themes: perseverance, 
courage, bullying, self-
awareness, trust, rebellion, 
family, friendship 
 
 
The Wild Way Home 
Sophie Kirtle  
Genre: Adventure  
Themes: family, courage, loss, 
acceptance, hope 
 
 
 
The Lion the Witch and the 
Wardrobe 
C S Lewis 
Genre: Fantasy  
Themes: Good vs Evil, betrayal, 
courage, family, the 
supernatural.  

The Sheep Pig  
Dick-King Smith 
Genre: Classics  
Themes: self-belief, overcoming 
adversity, adoption  
 
 
 
The Wild Robot 
Peter Brown 
Genre: Science Fiction 
Themes: adoption, bullying, 
belonging, conservation, life 
cycle, nature vs technology  
 
 
Stig of the Dump 
Clive King  
Genre: Classics  
Themes: unusual friendships, 
loyalty, bravery  
 
 
The Tale of Despereaux  
Kate DiCamillo 
Genre: Fantasy  
Themes: love, grief, 
forgiveness, hope, bravery, 
isolation,  
 
 
Llama out Loud  
Annabelle Sami 
Genre: Humour  
Themes: bullying, selective 
mutism, loneliness, old age. 

 

 

  



Year 4 Reading Spine  
Charlotte’s Web 
E.B White  
Genre: Classics 
Themes: Friendship, death 
and mortality, nature and 
rebirth, perseverance  
 
 
 
Bills New Frock  
Anne Fine  
Genre: Adventure  
Themes: gender inequality, 
stereotypes,  

 
 
A Dangerous Game 
Malorie Blackman 
Genre: Adventure 
Themes: courage, 
expectation, honesty 

 
 
 
The Girl Who Stole an 
Elephant  
Nizrana Farook  
Genre: Thriller  
Themes: morality, friendship, 
teamwork, loyalty, right vs 
wrong 

 
 
The Infinite  
Patience Agbabi  
Genre: Science Fiction   
Themes: environmentalism, 
bullying, friendship, identity  

 
 

Dead Man’s Cove  
Lauren St John 
Genre: Mystery  
Themes: coming-of-age, 
adoption, family, 
 
 
 
 
Sky Hawk  
Gill Lewis 
Genre: Adventure 
Themes: bereavement, 
bullying, friendship, animals  
 
 
 
New and Selected Poems for 
children 
Carol Ann Duffy  
Genre: Poetry 
Themes: dreams and curiosity  
 
 
The Firework Maker’s Daughter 
Philip Pullman 
Genre: Fantasy 
Themes:  
 
 
 
 
You’re a Bad Man, Mr Gum!  
Andy Stanton 
Genre: Humour  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 5 Reading Spine 
The Midnight Fox 
Betsy Byars 
Genre:Adventure  
Themes: What it means to 
be human, relationships 
between humans and 
wildlife 
 
 
 
 
FArTHER 
Grahame Baker-Smith  
Genre:Picture Book  
Themes: Bereavement, 
family, ambition 
 
 
 
High Rise Mystery  
Sharna Jackson 
Genre: Murder Mystery 
Themes: empathy, 
inclusivity, siblings, curiosity, 

 
 
 
There’s a Boy in the Girls 
Bathroom  
Louis Sacher 
Genre : Hunour  
Themes: friendship, self-
image, self-esteen, growing 
up, appropriate behaviour 
 
 
Beetle Boy 
M G Leonard 
Genre: Mystery / Action 
Themes:  animals, empathy, 
kindness, family, friendship  
  
 

Flour babies 
Anne Fine  
Genre: Classics / humour  
Themes: family, relationships, 
feelings, coming-of-age 
 
 
 
 
 
Overheard in a Tower Block 
Joseph Coelho  
Genre: Poetry  
Themes: parental separation 
bullying, adolescence  

 
 
 
 
Planet Omar  
Zanib Mian 
Genre: humour  
Themes: bullying, poverty, 
family, conflict, empathy 

 
 
Coming to England  
Floella Benjamin  
Genre:Non-fiction 
Themes: immigration, 
bullying, family, adventure, 
classics, personal issues  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



Year 6 Reading Spine 
Skellig  
David Almond  
Genre: Fantasy  
Themes: love, curiosity, 
hardship, empathy, nature, 
imagination, transformation  
 
 
Cogheart 
Peter Bunzl 
Genre: adventure  
Themes: loyalty, friendhsip, 
love, greed, good vs evil, 
 
 
 
The Boy at the Back of the 
Class 
Onjali Q Rauf  
Genre:Adventure 
Themes: migration and 
immigration, refugee, 
belonging, friendship, courage, 
tolerance  

 
 
Goodnight Mister Tom 
Michelle Magorian 
Genre: Historical 
Themes: evacuation, 
friendship, growth, abuse, 
trauma,  
 
 
 
 
Holes 
Louis Sacher 
 
 

Poems from the Second 
World War 
Gaby Morgan 
Genre: Poetry 
 
 
 
 
 
The Boy in the Tower 
Polly Ho-Yen 
Genre: Science Fiction 
Themes: environment, 
friendship, dystopia, mental 
health, loyalty, bravery  
 
 
No Ballet Shows in Syria  
Catherine Bruton 
Genre: Adventure  
Themes: kindness, 
compassion, empathy, war, 
bereavement, friendship, 
refugee, asylum,  

 
 
Clockwork 
Phillip Pullman 
Genre: Fantasy  
Themes: hard work, 
perseverance, friendship, 
creativity  
 
 
The Final Year 
Matt Goodfellow 
Genre:  
Themes: family, friendhsup, 
school, bullying, mental 
health, feelings, 
  
 
 
 

 


