“Everyone is valued-Everyone is included, Everyone is learning— Everyone is achieving Learning Achieving and Growing together”
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"Dates:

I

*13/04/2026

ISchooI reopens after
" Easter holidays

=01/05/2026
I school closed for Inset
" Day

l
- 04/05/2026

| School closed for Bank
= Holiday

.22/05/2026
| School closes for Half
=Term

|

. 01/06/2026

ISchooI reopens after
. Half Term

17/07/2026
: School closes for
_Summer Holidays at
|1.30pm

Reminder

When students return
it will be Blue week for
all Key Stage 3 classes.

Tel: 01782 973500

Email: office@coppice.set.org

AT T ENDANCE MATYT

Between
7 and 19 days

absence per year
90% - 96%
VERY GOOD

THIS IS YOUR
TARGET ATTENDANCE

Happy Easter

As | write this, spring is trying to make its arrival. We have finally navigated the dark
mornings, and it’s great to see the blossom on the trees.

I am incredibly proud of what we have achieved this term. Our students have made
fantastic progress, and seeing their accomplishments over the past few months has
been a highlight for us all.

A big thank you to all the parents and carers who attended our Parents’ Evening last
night. We hope you found the information shared both useful and insightful.

A huge thank you to our parents and carers for your continued support, and to our
brilliant staff and students. Next term will be busy with GCSEs, accreditations, and
sporting events—but for now, it is time to relax. | wish you all a wonderful Easter
break filled with family, friends, and hopefully plenty of chocolate!

We look forward to seeing everyone back on Monday 13th April at 8.30am.

D Phin

Mrs Ahearn



Response from the Prime Minister

Back in November last year following a visit from local MP Adam Jogee. Students in KS4 wrote letters to the
Prime Minister, which were collected and delivered by Mr Jogee. The letters were on topics such as the
proposed SEND reforms, what it’s like to be a student at The Coppice Academy, safety on public transport, the
cost of living, future employment and SEND support at Post 16. Students put a lot of thought into what they
have written and produced some absolutely amazing work.

This week we received a reply from the Prime Minister and he has mentioned a member of our Coppice family

Emily in his letter (please see below a copy of Emily’s letter).

Well done Emily, we are very proud of you!

The Coppice Academy
Abbots Way
NEWCAETLE-UMDER-LYME
ETS ZEY
27" Mowember 2085
Sir Keir Starmer

Prime sier’s Odfice
10 Dowming Strest
LOMNDOH

SR ZAR

Dear Prime Minister

1 am writing to you about the SEMD redorms. As o student who goes fo a *spacial schaol” in
Stafforoshirs with an EHCP this cisarly upsets me an what the mecia say you'Te even planning on
dong 1o EHCP and parents with kids wha have special needs.

Thers are Sugssstions on the media that you mignt soao EHCP which means you may send
students who reed EHCP to a mainstream schaol. i1 my opinion its a very tamible idea which
righit cows e you fo get irto probests ehick will siart by parents will kidswhao hase “special nesds".
EHCF is very important becouse itis a Lagally binding. R also Melps many nescs ke sducational
and social nescs without no of ihose needs will grow. & clear record of EHCP provides kids with
“mpecial’s needs” sirengihs and needs and the suppart they nesd in e, Flus, in Sspiember of
thiis year your parlisment ot hit by parents protesting about this by planning to scrap i, itwauld
cawss o bigger protest all around courry. I you guys in Labor party don't do scmesthing the Redorm
party may jusl win ths ne wole ane keaning what could happen isn't very gooc anc make the
EHCP kids warse.

In addition, hat you have siaied that the only kds with the most complex “special needs” shawld
o to thess “specisl schools® whils the rest of us with “special needs” shavld go fo mainstrsam
schools. This would fwm into 2 disasier as thess students will struggle in mainstream schoals
becawss of how many studenis who have EHCP wiho you're implying that you e forong ihess
students 1o heag into o mainstream school. This idea will probably shutdown mary special
schools including soms Rere in Mewoasiles Under Lyme. R°s wery understandanly why you ars
doing this, but you should hawve done more than planning it te ba gone. Instead of doing amyhing
WOl Cause many EHCP studants 1o get upsst and struggling in a mainstream school, Due 1o the
number of kids who need an EHCP this might affect millions of studenis, stalf and parents.

Furthermore, Ihink you might need o balp thess sbudents procsss thess needs instead of 1ull on
scrapping it for SEMD. I one misiake happsns for these scraoppng EHCP thers going to b= mors
protests. So, ihe suggestion is to help them more instead of remoang it

In conclesian | do hope you wall take note of my opinions and make our voices heard. o wouwld
nelpus alet.

Wours sncenely

ADAM JOGEE MP

Member of Parliament for Newcastle-under-Lyme

Emily

Coppice Academy
Abbots Way
Newcastle-under-Lyme
Staffordshire, STS 2EY

(ew\ Q)WU@

ope that this letter finds you all well.

17 March 2026

Thank you, once again, for the kind invitation to your school and for taking such a keen interest in

politics and our local area.

We need more young people like you all to be curious of the world around you, ask important
questions of people in positions of power like me as our Member of Parliament and to speak up for

the things you believe in.

As promised on my visit to your school during UK Parliament Week, I hand delivered your letters to

the Prime Minister, Sir Keir Starmer MP.

I told him all about your school and the work you had been doing and he was thrilled to receive your

letters. Today, I have received a response from the Prime Minister at 10 Downing Street.

Please find attached a copy of the Prime Minister's response to your letters. I wanted to make sure you
had a copy to see for yourselves and hope that your teachers will print you each a copy to take home.

Lastly, I hope you'll continue to engage in the political process as you grow up and maybe one day
one of you will consider running for Council, Parliament or even end up as our Prime Minister!

Please keep in touch and if T can ever be helpful, please let me know.
, please let me know.

Best yyishes,

Adam Jogee MP
Member of Parliament for

castle-under-Lyme

3 Queens Parade,
le-under-Lyme
taffs, ST5 1IRW

&: adam jogee. mp@parliament.uk

t: 01782 653057

10 DOWNING STREET
LONDON SWIA 244

THE PRIME MINISTER 11 March 2026

Dear Adam,

Thank you for your recent note, sharing fantastic letters from pupils at The
Coppice Academy.

Firstly, I would like to thank you for taking the time to share these letters. In our
approach to SEND reform, we have been clear that the voices of those with
experience and expertise must be at the heart of the process. If we are to build a
system that genuinely supports the needs of all young people with SEND, there
is no voice more important for us to listen to than that of young people
experiencing the system themselves.

I wanted to respond in particular to a point Emily raises in her letter, that for the
system to work more support is needed. I hope that in reading the proposals we
published on the 23rd February, Emily and her classmates will have seen that is
exactly what we are seeking to deliver. Education, Health and Care Plans will
remain a central part of the system of support, as will specialist school provision.
However, alongside this we are also looking to make significant investments in
new facilities within mainstream schools to make them more inclusive. We will
be providing more training to teachers on supporting children with SEND and we
are increasing the access to expert help from professionals such as speech and
language therapists and educational psychologists.

The other key aspect we wanit to deliver through these reforms, is a recognition
that no child or young person with SEND is the same and everyone will need
different types of help and support. That is why we are introducing Individual
Support Plans for everyone with SEND, which will set out the individual needs
and the specific support that will be provided to help all children and young
people with SEND to thrive in their education.

Thank you, once again, for sharing these letters with me. I would be grateful if
you could share this letter with the pupils at The Coppice Academy, and pass on
my very best wishes.

All best wishes,

/



Sport Enrichment

During last Friday’s Sport Enrichment session, a group of our students took part in an exciting

kickboxing workshop led by Mr Wain. After completing a thorough warm up, students paired up to
practise a range of techniques and combinations. As you can see, everyone got involved and ‘/@@\‘j‘
thoroughly enjoyed the session. |

Down Syndrome Day — Odd Socks Competition

Last week, our students took part in a competition to design a pair of odd socks in celebration of World Down
Syndrome Day. The creativity on display was outstanding, and the standard of entries was so high that choosing
the winners was incredibly difficult!

We are delighted to announce the winning designs are below. Each winner has received a free pass to enjoy a
meal in the Coppice Café on their next visit.

Well done to everyone who took part — your designs were amazing!




Design and Technology with Oak

Oak class Design and Technology students have been busy this term putting their creativity, problem solving
skills and thinking to the test by designing and building balloon powered cars.

Using simple materials such as cardboard, straws, wheels and balloons, students explored how air pressure and
propulsion can be used to create motion.

The classroom was full of excitement as students tested their prototypes, made adjustments and
raced their final designs against each other.

McDonalds Visit with Spruce

As part of their ICT in the community topic in computing this half term, Spruce class visited McDonalds to use the
digital ordering system. They worked well, selecting items from the menu and the payment method
needed, and thoroughly enjoyed their order.




Curriculum Content

Curriculum Content documents have been sent via
Parent Mail today for your child’s class for next term

Easter and Eid Raffle

Thank you for the generous
donations for our End of
Term Easter and Eid Raffle
and to everyone who
purchased a ticket. The
draw took place yesterday
and 30 prizes were given
out. We raised an amazing
£94 which will be donated
to the Dougie Mac.

Thauk you

for your support

Issue of the week

Week during tutor time.

The week beginning 13th April we will
be discussing the following Issue of the

UK bahfknoies'?

F
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Staffordshire

Staffordshire Childrens Advice and
Support Services (SCASS) :
0300 111 8007 Option 1

Outside office hours: 0345 6042886
Stoke-on-Trent

Advice and Referral Team:
01782 235100

Outside office hours: 01782 234234

Cheshire East

Referral Team : 0300 123 5012
Option 2

Outside office hours: 0300 123 5022

Shropshire

Referral Team: 01743 254 259
Initial Contact Team: 0345 678 9021
Outside office hours: 0345 678 9040

LUNCH MENU WEEK COMENCING 13TH APRIL 2026

Tuna/Cheese fillings

cheese, cheese and beans or main of the day
# "Selection of fruit
+ Salad bar

Traditional Cheese Pie, Roast Jamaican Fish Cake,
Cornish beans and Sausage, Chicken chips and
Pasty, veg served with Curry, rice mushy peas
wedges and veg, roast and veg
baked and mashed
beans/veg potatoes
Available Daily:

# “Sandwich options — white or brown with a choice of Ham/

+ "Filled jacket potatoes with a choice of beans, tuna and mayo,




