CORPUS CHRISTI
CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL
CORPUS CHRISTI
CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL

[image: ]
Music Policy
2026-2028

	Subject Leader
	Mrs Clay 

	Written:
	July 2026

	Approved by:
	Curriculum Team  
	Meeting Date
	

	Ratified:
	Staff meeting
	Meeting Date
	

	Review Cycle:
	Annually

	Next review:
	Autumn 2028




	[bookmark: _Hlk38872320]1.
	The intent of our Music policy at Corpus Christi Catholic Primary School
Our high-quality Music education at Corpus Christi Catholic Primary aims to make music an inspiring, interactive learning experience. Our teaching focuses on developing children’s ability in all the musical strands. We aim to provide opportunity for all our learners to perform and work creatively.



	2
	The aims for implementation
· Meet the requirements of the national curriculum programmes of study for Music at Key Stage 1 and 2
· Develop children’s knowledge and understanding in singing and performance
· Provide opportunity for children to play tuned and untuned instruments
· Children to know and understand the difference between improvising and composing and have opportunities to create music in each of these ways.
· Provide opportunity to for children to listen to and appreciate a wide range of musical genres and composers including music of other cultures and traditions. 
· To encourage the use and understanding of sound as a medium of expression and communication. To develop skills which will enable all pupils to express ideas and feelings though music.
· To make music lessons an enjoyable experience, enhancing self-esteem, social skills and awareness through music making together.
· To encourage an understanding of music tradition and the language of music.
· To give relevant experiences to all pupils in performing and composing, listening and appraising, ensuring continuity and progression throughout the school.

These are outlined in the music long term plan, knowledge organisers and the music action plan. 
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	The Quality of Teaching
As a Leeds Music Champion school holding Music Marc, we recognise the importance of the arts. We strive to achieve music excellence for all children through a curriculum which creates authentic opportunities that excite, engage and inspire all learners. Our children are provided with opportunities to listen to, analyse and create music whilst building upon musical skills year by year. 
We use a variety of teaching and learning styles in all our learning episodes. We encourage children to ask as well as answer musical questions. We offer our learners the opportunity to play a variety of tuned and untuned musical instruments; learn and sing new songs; improvise; compose pieces of music; listen to a wide range of music and composers. We do this through music lessons and make links in other foundation subjects where appropriate. 
We aim for pupils to leave Corpus Christi Catholic Primary with a wide variety of musical experiences. Children in years 3 and 4 have an opportunity to learn to play the djembe, pupils in year 5 and 6 also learn to play the Melodica through the Diocese Singing Programme. All other pupils in school are taught National Curriculum music by an artforms teacher. This teaching is delivered by external providers who are experts in their field. 
We use singing as a platform to praise in assemblies, collective worships and masses.   Children are encouraged to perform in groups and as individuals through song to help build confidence. In addition to this, our year 3 and 4 children are taught choral singing   by the Leeds Diocese. Years 1 to 6 also have regular hymn practise which is delivered by Leeds Diocese. 
Quality of planning and teaching led by Artform and Leeds Diocese will be monitored and observed by the Music Lead, Jane Clay and class teachers. 
We recognise the fact that there are children of widely different musical experiences and abilities in all classes, and we provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task to the ability of the child. 
We achieve this by:
· Setting tasks which are open-ended and can have a variety of responses;
· Setting tasks of increasing difficulty working towards a mastery of the curriculum;
· Using classroom assistants to support the work of individual children or groups of
children.
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	Music Curriculum planning 2026-2027
The school uses the National Curriculum as the basis of its curriculum planning. The knowledge and skill content are outlined in our detailed long-term plan. 
Our curriculum planning is in three phases (long-term, medium-term and short-term).
Our long-term planning maps the music knowledge studied in each term during each key stage. The subject leader (Jane Clay) will work with all teachers, and outside providers to devise this plan.
Our medium-term plan and knowledge organisers give additional details. The music provider is responsible for writing the medium and short-term plans for each lesson. These plans list the specific learning objectives and expected outcomes of each lesson. The subject leader reviews these plans. In this way we ensure that children have complete coverage of the National Curriculum.
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	The Foundation Stage
It is important in the Foundation Stage to give children a broad, play-based experience of music in a range of contexts, including off-music activities and outdoor play. Early years learning environments should feature opportunities to explore the sounds of a range of musical instruments. They are exposed to singing through all areas of the curriculum e.g. phonics, maths, RE. Children in the Foundation stage are also given the opportunity to learn and develop in a formal context which is taught by our music outside provider. 
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	The contribution of Music in other curriculum areas (especially core subjects of reading, writing and mathematics)
Speaking and Listening skills 
As a school we focus on teaching and using new vocabulary and speaking and listening skills across the curriculum. New vocabulary to be taught each term is outlined in the knowledge organisers and are shared and repeated with pupils.  Pupils are encouraged to use correct terminology to describe and talk about music. 
Listening skills are encouraged and developed throughout all music lessons as pupils are encouraged to listen then repeat rhythms, discuss a piece of music or listen to other’s perform 
Maths 
Mathematical skills are used throughout musical lessons, children are asked to keep time, find the beat, work out the length of notes and work out how to compose by calculating the number of beats per bar. 
PSHCE 
Music is used as a tool to develop self esteem and confidence. Pupils are encouraged to share and perform their work and this is celebrated by others. As a school we also encourage pupils to use music as a tool to help with relaxation and mindfulness. 
Foundation subjects 
Music is used where appropriate to enhance the foundation subject curriculum by creating cross curricular links. 
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	Music and Computing
We will use musical programmes to support music teaching in school where appropriate, this will include opportunities for children to record and watch performances, using composition programmes and virtual programmes where children can listen to and evaluate musical pieces and also learn about and listen to different musical instruments. 
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	Music and Inclusion
We strive hard to meet the needs of those pupils with special educational needs and disabilities, those with disabilities, those with special gifts and talents, and those learning English as an additional language, and we take all reasonable steps to achieve this. For further details see individual whole-school policies: Special Educational Needs; Disability Non-Discrimination; Gifted and Talented; English as an Additional Language (EAL). These resources are available to outside providers to adhere to. When progress falls significantly outside the expected range, the child may have special educational needs. Our assessment process looks at a range of factors – classroom organisation, teaching materials, teaching style, and differentiation – so that we can take some additional or different action to enable the child to learn more effectively. Formative assessment against the National Curriculum allows us to consider each child’s attainment and progress against expected levels. This helps ensure that our teaching is matched to the child’s needs.
We ensure that all children are provided with the same learning opportunities and educational experiences whatever their background, gender, culture, race, disability or SEND. As a result, we hope to enable all children to develop positive attitudes towards others. All pupils have equal access to music. Resources for children with SEND are made available to support and challenge where appropriate. 
Software includes:
· Speaking buttons
· Dictation software 
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	Assessment for Learning
Teachers regularly assess progress through observations and children’s independent evidence. Key objectives to be assessed are taken from the National Curriculum to assess music each half term. Assessing music is an integral part of teaching & learning and key to good practice. Assessment should be process orientated - reviewing the way that techniques and skills are applied purposefully by pupils to demonstrate their understanding of music concepts. As assessment is part of the learning process, it is essential that pupils are closely involved. Assessment can be broken down into;
1) Formative assessments are carried out during and following short focused tasks and activities. They provide pupils and teaching staff the opportunity to reflect on their learning in the context of the agreed success criteria. This feeds into planning for the next lesson or activity.
2) Summative assessment should review pupils' ability and provide a best fit ‘level’. Independent tasks provide a number of opportunities and scope for pupils to demonstrate their capability throughout the term. There should be an opportunity for pupil review and identification of next steps. 
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	Monitoring and Review
The co-ordinator will collect records from Outside providers ensuring that the school policy and the National Curriculum are being followed. This information will also be passed onto the class teachers.
The monitoring of the standards of children’s work and of the quality of teaching in Music is the responsibility of the subject leader, Mrs Jane Clay. The work of the subject leader also involves supporting colleagues in their teaching, being informed about current developments in Music and providing a strategic lead and direction for this subject in the school. The subject leader reviews and evaluates the action plan, budget and planning annually. It involves creation of a plan of implementation with regular review.
This policy will be reviewed at least every two years.
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