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EYFS Foundation Stage

	Mission Statement

Corpus Christi school exists to serve the Catholic communities of Brixton Hill and its neighbouring parishes.

We are here to educate our children to the highest possible standard in a community which has the Gospel values, traditions and beliefs of the Catholic Faith at the centre of its ethos.

In all aspects of the school, Christian values will be upheld, with an emphasis on respect, helpfulness, unselfishness and co-operation.


Key Messages
At Corpus Christi we believe that the processes of observation, assessment and planning are integral to creating the right opportunities for pupils’ early years development and learning.

· Observation: Observation describes the process of watching pupils, listening to them and taking note of what we see and hear.
· Assessment: We can assess children’s progress by analysing our observations and deciding what they tell us. We can also learn about the child’s requirements, interests, abilities and learning through discussion with them and their parents.

· Planning: We can use our observations and assessments to inform our future short term and long term planning, and individual children’s next steps.
Observation
· We use observation continuously to assess the needs of pupils.

· Observation is sometimes formal (planned) and is often informal                              
· Observation allows us to find out the specific needs of a pupil and to then                                plan the next steps in their development and learning.

Types of observation

Observations can take different forms.

· Spontaneous observations are noted on labels.
· Photographs

· Videos

· Audio recordings (for example, recordings of children telling ‘holiday news’)

These observations and records, whether informal or formal, are then included in the pupil’s books (learning journeys).
· Parent’s Voice: This takes the form of a home/school book where parents write observations of what they see their child doing at home. Each week the class teacher also sets activities for parents/carers to engage in directly related to areas of difficulty for the whole class.
Being objective

· It is important to be objective when observing pupils and to not allow preconceptions to influence what you have observed. 
For example: You may have concerns that a child does not communicate very often, but keeping an open mind about this will mean you are more likely to gather better evidence to either support or allay your concerns through observation. You may find that although the child is quiet, she is using body language that is not usually obvious. Or that she communicates well with her peers but not with adults. Alternatively that certain activities or interactions seem to make communication easier or harder for them.
Using objective language

· It is also important to use neutral phrases and terms when recording observations so that you are not making a judgement on the child’s actions at the time. 
For example:

‘16.11.16 Sand tray. Johnny and Phoebe played in the sand for 10 mins. They used spades of sand to cover up the plastic insects in the tray. Johnny: ’Keep putting it on the top…we need to cover them up…more sand…more sand’’. Phoebe watched Johnny, and used her spade to pick up sand and cover them. She nodded and smiled at Johnny as they did this but did not speak’.  (ZS)’

(Useful record).
‘Johnny was in charge in the sand tray. He was telling Phoebe what to do. Phoebe was copying Johnny and couldn’t speak’.  (Not useful as an objective record).
Content

· It is important to note the context of the observation so that someone reading it later, knows where the observation took place, the date, how many pupils or adults were involved and what the activity was that they were involved in. 
· As observations are kept as records of pupil’s progress it is essential that spelling and grammar are correct and that they are easy to read.

Sharing good practice

· If you are unsure about how to record an observation, please ask another member of staff for some guidance.

· Equally, if you have or see a good example of observational practice, please share it for everyone to learn from.
Points to note

· Moderations of observations take place across EYFS to ensure good practice.

· Parents are given specific training on how to objectively record observations.

Please also see EYFS Marking Policy on how to record these observations.
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Observation skills





Looking 


Listening


Recording


Thinking


Questioning











