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AIM 
Our aim is to produce capable and independent spellers through an engaging and challenging 

whole school approach. 
 
We will: 
• Using the Little Wandle and Jane Considine spelling programme, we will provide quality 

teaching of spelling patterns, rules and strategies to enable children to spell familiar words 
correctly and employ a range of strategies to spell difficult and unfamiliar words. 

• Capitalise on spelling opportunities in reading and writing to ensure a meaningful approach 
and secure understanding of word definitions. 

• Give opportunities for children to use a range of appropriate strategies to edit, proofread 
and correct spellings in their own work, on paper and on screen. 

• Be fully inclusive of the individual, providing tailored support to ensure progress. 

• Continue to build on phonological awareness and the Little Wandle objectives followed in the 
Early Years Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1. 

 
PROGRESSION 

 
Early Years Foundation Stage: 
• Phase 2-4 of the Little Wandle programme taught in daily phonics sessions. 

• High Frequency/Tricky words learnt. 

• Spellings focused on through daily reading and writing opportunities. 

 
Years 1 and 2:  
• Consolidate spellings taught in previous years. 

• Continue through the Little Wandle programme to Phase 5 during daily phonics sessions. 

• Use National Curriculum Spelling work for Year 1 and 2 (Year 2 through Jane Considine 
programme). 

• High Frequency/Common exception words. 

• Learn a range of subject specific vocabulary and their definitions. 
• Phonics intervention for those children who are not on track to pass the Phonics Screening Check 

in Year 1 will be supported through intervention. Year 2 children who have not passed the Phonics 
Screening Check at the end of Year 1 will be supported through the use of Little Wandle catch-
up intervention. 

 
Years 3 and 4:  
• Consolidate spellings taught in previous years, using the Jane Considine programme where 

necessary to teach the appropriate phase of phonics. Where appropriate, Little Wandle catch-
up intervention will be used to support children below the expected standard. 

• Phonics intervention for those children who have not passed the Phonics Screening Test by the 
end of Year 2 will be taught through the use of the Little Wandle catch-up intervention. 

• Use New Curriculum Spelling work for Year 3 and 4 (through Jane Considine programme). 

• High or Medium Frequency/Tricky words learnt. 

• Learn a greater range of prefixes and suffixes. 

• Learn a greater range of homophones and near homophones. 

• Learn possessive apostrophe with plural words. 

• Learn words from the Years 3 and 4 wordlist. 

• Learn a range of subject specific vocabulary and their definitions. 
 

Years 5 and 6:  

• Consolidate spellings taught in previous years. 

• Use National Curriculum Spelling work for Year 5 and 6 (through Jane Considine 
programme). 

• Learn a greater range of subject specific vocabulary and their definitions. 

• Develop technical and exciting vocabulary to be used in the appropriate contexts. 
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• Learn spellings from the Years 5 and 6 word list. 
 

INCLUSION 
 
Where individuals are early EAL, SEN or unable to access the expected age related level 
for spelling, provision will be made by the class teacher to enable pupils to access the 
appropriate phase of Little Wandle. 

 
EXPECTATIONS 

 
The whole school spelling scheme will be followed by all year groups and teachers are 
responsible for ensuring full coverage and progression. The Jane Considine approach to 
revise over the previous year’s skills to ensure spelling rules and patterns become 
embedded. 

 
Little Wandle phonics sessions will be taught daily by the class teacher from Monday to 
Thursday. The focus for Friday’s lesson will be revision of the week’s learning. 
 
The Jane Considine approach to spelling explores a year’s worth of spelling material, which 
include investigations and quick spelling experiences. Teachers can approach lessons in a 
variety creative ways which they feel best support their pupils. All spelling activities are to 
be carried out in school but could be followed up by the class teacher to support home 
learning. This is optional and is left to the teacher’s discretion. Teachers will monitor the 
impact of spelling in written work (across the curriculum) and provide next steps when this 
is necessary or appropriate. Teachers will share whole class focus five spellings on working 
walls and these will be referred to during lessons and ticked off when the teacher feels these 
have been mastered accurately by the majority of children. Some teachers may wish to use 
the focus five grid with individual children but this is not an expectation.   
Children will not be strictly tested on spellings but some teachers may choose to assess 
spelling when they feel this is appropriate for their class or individual learners. If spelling 
within writing does not show sign of improvement for some pupils, teachers should review 
this and adapt learning to the correct phase or level.   

 
WEEKLY EXPECTATIONS 
 
It is expected that all parents (EYFS to Year 6) read daily with their child. This can be 
approached in a number of ways e.g. their child reading to them, adult reading to child, use 
of audiobooks to promote reading for pleasure, echo and choral reading to develop fluency 
or sharing a bed time story and discussing what has happened.  
 
Phonics sessions in EYFS and Year 1 will occur daily and this will include a revision session 
on a Friday. Children who are below reading expectations for their year group will receive 
Little Wandle catch-up intervention. 

 
For Years 2-6, there are no weekly spelling expectations of parents, unless this links to a 
homework task that has been set by the teacher on an online learning platform e.g. Education 
City task or SPaG.com. 
 
It is expected that teaching staff will make parents aware of these homework expectations 
through Microsoft Teams, notes in planners Seesaw or at parent consultations. This will vary 
for each  
 

 



Coughton CE Primary Phonics and Spelling Programme, Page 4  

TERMLY EXPECTATIONS 
 
Official spelling tests will be carried out as part of the assessment cycle. All pupil planners 
contain the first 200 high frequency words that should be learnt by the end of Key Stage 1. Progress 
towards reading these will be evidenced in reading folders.  

 
THE BIG PICTURE 

 
Schools that demand excellence in spelling prioritise it and insist on high expectations for 
pupil performance. Spelling curriculums that work are grafted into the culture and climate of 
a school so much that it ‘zings’ during teaching and learning exchanges about how to spell 
words. We know that interesting and exciting lessons will provoke pupil curiosity and 
deepen pupil learning. Learning spellings by rote is rarely effective and often results in 
great spelling test results but poor application in writing. The best spelling sessions are 
investigative. If children have explored the patterns, ‘tricky bits’ and history of words, they 
are far more likely to make informed decisions about how to spell a word when writing it 
independently. 

 
MARKING 

 
Children are encouraged to spot their own spelling errors in their written work and make 
the appropriate corrections. When marking written work the teacher will point out a 
selection of errors that is appropriate to the age and ability of the child. This will be done 
using orange highlighter. Some children will have this highlighted in the margin and they 
will be encouraged to spot the spelling error for themselves, whereas other children might 
have the word highlighted for them depending on the level of support required for them. 

 
Children should be given the opportunity as part of Marking Response Time to correct their 
spellings independently or with a Learning Partner using dictionaries or word banks. As 
good practice, teachers should use a child’s common spelling errors from their independent 
writing to inform the words that are given as the weekly High Frequency or Common 
Exception Words not following the taught spelling pattern. In upper year groups the 
children can find these words themselves. 
 
HOME LEARNING 
 
Homework will be set online for children to complete. The nature of this homework is 
stipulated by the teacher but if this is a written task, the quality of handwriting, grammar 
and punctuation should be the same for this work as is expected in the 
classroom. The Learning Portal and Act ive  Learn  Bug Club  a re  v aluable 
resources fo r  home learning with links to useful websites, online games and  books  
wh ich  can assist parents and children at home. 
 
RESOURCES 

• Little Wandle Phonics 

• Jane Considine Education 

• Teach Your Monster To Read 

• PhonicsPlay 

• Phonics Bloom 

• Phonics Bug on Active Learn website. 
 

ONLINE RESOURCES  
http://www.tesspag.com/ 

http://www.tesspag.com/
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http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk  
http://www.spag.com 
http://www.mrmcgrammar.com 
http://www.mrthorne.com  
http://freerice.com 
http://www.amblesideprimary.com/ambleweb/lookcover/lookcover.html 
http://www.twinkl.co.uk/ 
 

 
LITTLE WANDLE PHONICS PROGRESSION  

 

Phonics Progression - Reception 

 
 

 

http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
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Phonics Progression – Year 1 
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JANE CONSIDINE SPELLING PROGRESSION 

 

Spelling Sequence – Year 2 
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Spelling Sequence - Year 3 
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Spelling Sequence – Year 4 
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Spelling Sequence – Year 5 
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Spelling Sequence – Year 6 
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